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Salvation is available to everyone through faith in Jesus alone.  

I. The Problem in Antioch - Acts 15:1-2.. 1Some men came down from Judea and 
began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom 
of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great 
dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas 
and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders 
concerning this issue.  

After the fall the righteous line went through Seth, Enoch and Noah. A God's plan 
was for His righteousness to be available to all people.  However the righteous 
people did not reproduce themselves and ended with Noah and family. After the 
flood God choose Abraham B to be the father of a new nation that by the time of the 
deliverance from Egypt included about 2.4 million people. Israel was to be a kingdom 
of priests C to proclaim the word of God, but they failed and Jesus said "the kingdom 
of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it". D   

Jesus was very clear that His disciples were to make disciples of all the nations and 
to the rermotest part of the earth. E  Jesus even made it clear that "This gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end will come." G  

Despite these clear commands of God the 1st century disciples only obeyed under 
duress. They did not leave Jerusalem until driven out by the persecution of Saul. H 

Peter refused 3 times before taking the gospel to a Gentile and was initially rebuked 
by the Jerusalem church I  

In Acts 15 we find that men had come down from Judea and taught the church in 
Antioch that no one could be saved without the works of the law. When Paul and 
Barnabas returned from the 1st missionary journey and discussed this with the men 
and church they were sent to Jerusalem to resolve the issue. J   

What am I doing to obey the commands of God to take the gospel of Jesus to 
all nations including when all the nations come to live in my city and attend my 
church?  

Notes: A- Genesis 3:15, Genesis 6:8,18; For Adam to Joseph click here; B- Genesis 
12:1-3; C- Exodus 19:6; D- Matthew 21:43; E- Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8; G- 
Matthew 24:14; H- Acts 8; I- Acts 10,11:1-18; J- Acts 15:1-2,4-5; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A15%2C+Genesis+6%3A8%2C18&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2015/09/24/genealogy-adam-to-joseph-177/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+19%3A6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A43&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A18-20%2C+Acts+1%3A8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A14&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%2C11%3A1-18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A1-2%2C4-5&version=NASB
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I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one 
knows but he who receives it.’  

This verse is in the chorus from “A New Name in Glory” by C. Austin Miles “There’s a 
new name written down in glory, and it’s mine, O yes, it’s mine!” This is exciting 
because the person who overcomes is "he who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God" A  All the believers on the day of rapture will receive resurrection bodies like 
Jesus and be in heaven with Him. B  Then in heaven believers will be judged for our 
actions and attitudes. C 

I have read many articles about the "white stone" and the "new name". This is what I 
believe is a possibility for the explanation. The "white stone" may be symbolic of a 
ticket to the celebration of the "Marriage Supper of the Lamb", D  the "millennium" D 
and the "new heavens and earth" E. The white stone will have God's special name for 
me, a name known only to God and me. This will be an intimate name and may 
reveal the degree of intimacy and obedience that I desired with Jesus while a 
believer on earth. 

Dr. Henry M. Morris said "It would be reasonable to assume, that each new name 
will reflect the Lord’s evaluation of the character and service of the one who receives 
it. This will perhaps be how we will be addressed by Him from then on in the new 
earth. " F  This new name will be important! 
 
What will my new name reflect about my love for Jesus, obedience to God's 
commands and my attitude and behavior toward people: of all races--nations, 
in all economic circumstances, with all degrees of power, who hate and 
persecute me, who are just different from me in some way, etc? 

Notes: A- 1 John 5:4-5; B- For "loss of fear of death and the rapture" click here; C- 2 
Corinthians 5:10, Colossians 3:23-25, For "Judgment seat for believers" click here; 
D- Revelation 20:4; E- Revelation 21,22, For end times chart click here & go to #7; 
F- For quote source click here;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblehub.com/kjv/1_corinthians/4.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A4-5&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2016/04/20/loss-of-fear-of-death-208/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A10%2C+Colossians+3%3A23-25&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2013/10/11/18-heaven-with-crowns-or-burning-coattails-or/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A4&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%2C22&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2013/08/22/bible-prophecy-timelines/
http://www.icr.org/article/10309
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came together to look into this matter. 7 After there had been much debate, Peter 
stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a 
choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel 
and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy 
Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9 and He made no distinction between us and them, 
cleansing their hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore why do you put God to the test by 
placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have 
been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.” 

After a lot of debate Peter reminded the brethren that in a vision he had been 
directed to go to see a gentile. A  Peter obeyed and presented the gospel to 
Cornelius who responded with faith and was saved and instantly received the Holy 
Spirit. It was clear to Peter and later back at Jerusalem that God was serious about 
the command of Jesus to take the gospel to all nations without distinction.  

Peter said in v.10 "why do you put God to the test" B by trying to place a yoke of 
works and legalism around the necks of new disciples of any nationality. Then he 
made the strong statement about salvation through the grace of Jesus being 
available to every individual. 

Our church, FBC of Jacksonville, Florida, has many ministries to the nations 
including: earphones with instant translation for many languages during our worship 
services, separate services and pastors for Burmese, Vietnamese, Spanish, and 
Chinese speaking people and an International Pastor who has a ministry in 
apartment complexes with many foreign residents. FBC budgets money each year 
for the Cooperative program which is used for outreach to all the nations in the USA 
through the Florida Baptist Convention and Home Mission Board and internationally 
through the International Mission Board and the annual Lottie Moon Christmas 
offering for world missions. FBC also sends mission teams of our staff and 
volunteers all over the world including recently India, Haiti, Russia, Cuba, 
Philippines, Thailand, etc. 
 
All disciples from all nations have "an inheritance which is imperishable and 
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you," 
 
It is clear that FBC believes in a ministry of the gospel to the nations, but what 
am I doing to minister to the nations and races who live in our city? Am I 
putting God to the test? 
 
Notes: A- Acts 10,11:1-18; B- The Israelites tested God click here; 1 Peter 1:4 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%2C11%3A1-18&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/09/27/14-times-the-israelites-complained-or-grumbled-from-egypt-to-the-promised-land/
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IV. Clear Expectations - Acts 15:24-29.. 23 and they sent this letter by them, “The 
apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings.  24 “Since we have heard that some 
of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, 
unsettling your souls, 25 it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select 
men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked 
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 “Therefore we have sent Judas 
and Silas, who themselves will also report the same things by word of mouth. 28 “For 
it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than 
these essentials: 29 that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood 
and from things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such 
things, you will do well. Farewell.” 

James, half-brother of Jesus and a leader of the Jerusalem church supported Peter's 
statement, of the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith alone, with OT 
Scripture. A James also proposed a way forward toward unity and fellowship between 
Jewish and Gentile Christians by recommending: (1) add no requirements for 
gentiles’ salvation beyond faith in Christ; (2) urge gentile converts to avoid certain 
behaviors involved in idol worship out of respect for their Jewish brothers and sisters 
who were disciples B. The apostles and elders, along with the whole church, agreed 
with James’s proposal. The group chose two men to accompany Paul and Barnabas 
back to Antioch with a letter that spelled out the council’s findings and 
recommendations. C 

The written message is above vv.24-29. The letter is from the Jerusalem church to 
the Gentile brethren in the churches Paul evangelized in the first missionary journey. 
It was in response to disciples from the Jerusalem church who made false claims 
about salvation. They recognized that Paul and Barnabas had risked their lives to 
proclaim the gospel to the gentiles and did not want these new disciples to be 
disturbed or unsettled. The things requested was a part of the idol worship that the 
gentiles had been saved from. James referred to Old Testament scripture A and in 
v.28 said the Holy Spirit had led the church in its deliberation. 

These scriptures demonstrate God’s concern that His church includes people 
from every tribe, tongue, and nation? How does our class and you make it 
clear that decisions are guided by the Bible and the Holy Spirit? 

Notes: A- Acts 15:14-15,17-18, quoting from Amos 9:12, Deuteronomy 28:10; B- 
Acts 15:19-20; C- Acts 15:22-23 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A22-23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+15%3A28&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A14-15%2C17-18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+9%3A12%2C+Deuteronomy+28%3A10&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A19-20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A22-23&version=NASB
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30 So when they were sent away, they went down to Antioch; and having gathered 
the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 When they had read it, they 
rejoiced because of its encouragement. 32 Judas and Silas, also being prophets 
themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message. 

The message and letter that Judas and Silas brought back to Antioch brought great 
rejoicing and encouragement. Most of these new believers [probably all] had never 
seen Jesus personally, but "love Him even though you have never seen Him. 
Though you do not see Him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, 
inexpressible joy." A 

The letter developed with guidance from the OT prophets and Holy Spirit brought 
great encouragement and joy. The Bible and Holy Spirit are the guide for us in our 
choice of words and actions for people of all races-nations and circumstances.  
Let's reflect on God’s attributes of strength and His unmatched power: 
Self-Sufficient- Infinite- Omnipresent- Omniscient- Omnipotent- Omnisapient-  
Omniattendant- Creator and Sustainer of the universe- and  God’s attributes of care: 
Holiness–Faithfulness- Goodness- Love- Mercy and grace- Wrath toward 
wickedness-  
These attributes give me a reason to rejoice with a glorious inexpressible joy 
because He knows me personally and has given His disciples "everything required 
for life and godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory 
and goodness." B 

Let's focus on one of these attributes-- faithfulness:  God is faithful, through whom 
you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 

 If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God. 
If we are faithless, He remains faithful. 
 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 
No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.  
  Your faithfulness continues throughout all generations; You established the 
earth, and it stands. C 

I can desire to love, trust, obey Him and encourage others because of the 
faithfulness of God and His other attributes. 

Notes: A- 1 Peter 1:8; B- 2 Peter 1:3; C- 1 Corinthians 1:9, 2 Thessalonians 3:3, 
Romans 3:3, 2 Timothy 2:13, 1 John 1:9, 1 Corinthians 10:13, Psalms 119:90 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A8&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A9%2C+2+Thessalonians+3%3A3%2C+Romans+3%3A3%2C+2+Timothy+2%3A13%2C+1+John+1%3A9%2C+1+Corinthians+10%3A13%2C+Psalms+119%3A90&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A9%2C+2+Thessalonians+3%3A3%2C+Romans+3%3A3%2C+2+Timothy+2%3A13%2C+1+John+1%3A9%2C+1+Corinthians+10%3A13%2C+Psalms+119%3A90&version=NASB
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1. What am I doing to obey the commands of God to take the gospel of Jesus to all 
nations including when all the nations come to live in my city and attend my church?  

2. What will my new name reflect about my love for Jesus, obedience to God's 
commands and my attitude and behavior toward people: of all races--nations, in all 
economic circumstances, with all degrees of power, who hate and persecute me, 
who are just different from me in some way, etc?  
 
3. It is clear that FBC believes in a ministry of the gospel to the nations, but what am 
I doing to minister to the nations and races who live in our city? Am I putting God to 
the test? 
 

4.  Acts 15 demonstrates God’s concern that His church includes people from every 
tribe, tongue, and nation?  

5. How does our class and you make it clear that decisions are guided by the Bible 
and the Holy Spirit? 

6. I can desire to love, trust, obey Him and encourage others because of the 
faithfulness of God and His other attributes. 

7. Scripture memory Revelation 2:17 …To him who overcomes,… I will give him a 
white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who 
receives it.’ 

 


