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Christ’s death and resurrection are central to the gospel message.  

I. The Great Commission in Acts - Acts 1:8 but you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem A, 
and in all Judea and Samaria D, and even to the remotest part E of the earth.” 

On the day Jesus ascended into heaven He gave the church a more specific Great 
Commission than in Matthew 28"18-20. Ten days later the church was formed in 
Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit entered the believer's lives, Peter preached and 
3,000 people were saved. 30AD A 

The church grew rapidly and then persecution began. [31AD] B  The persecution 
intensified and Stephen was martyred after preaching a great sermon. C  Saul, later 
known as Paul, consented to Stephen death and then went on a rampage against 
the disciples that resulted in many disciples being spread abroad as missionaries. D E  

Then Saul on the way to Damascus to persecute disciples met Jesus and was saved 
and became a great preacher of the gospel of Jesus. [34AD] F  Peter took the gospel 
to a Roman centurion, a Gentile [37AD] G and had to vindicate his going to the 
Gentiles when he came back to Jerusalem. H  

Some of the disciples spread by Saul's persecution went to Antioch [Turkish 
Antakya, populous city of ancient Syria and now a major town of south-central 
Turkey.] preaching to the Jews only. The Jerusalem church sent Barnabas there and 
then he went to Tarsus for Saul. [42AD] I  The fifth round of persecution by Herod 
against the church resulted in Peter's imprisonment, miraculously release and 
Herod's death. J  The people praying for Peter's release refused to believe his 
release. K 

The church at Antioch sent Barnabas, Saul and John Mark on the first church 
planting missionary journey. At the first stop Saul became known as Paul and takes 
the leadership role in their team. L  Barnabas may have been the greatest disciple-
maker M in history beginning with Paul and Mark who wrote 14 of the 27 books in the 
New Testament. [51-67AD]  Paul went on 4 missionary journeys. [48-62AD]  

Notes: A- Acts 2; B- Acts 4; for source of dates click here; C- Acts 6:9-15, 7:1-60; D- 
Acts 8:1-25; E- To Ethiopia Acts 8:26-40; F- Acts 9; G- Acts 10; H- Acts 11; I- Acts 
11:19-30, 12:24-25; J- Acts 12:1-10, 18-24; K- Acts 12:11-17; L- Acts 13:1-13; M- 
click on Barnabas the Disciple-Maker,    
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Savior, Jesus, 26 “Brethren, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who 
fear God, to us the message of this salvation has been sent. 27 For those who live in 
Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the utterances of the 
prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him. 28 And 
though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He 
be executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written concerning Him, they 
took Him down from the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 

On their missionary they arrived at Antioch of Pisidia and "on the Sabbath day they 
went into the synagogue and sat down."  A Paul came into a new city and went to the 
local synagogue to begin by proclaiming Jesus to his brethren, sons of Abraham's 
family and God fearers. Vv.14-25 Paul gave a brief history from Abraham to John the 
Baptist who proclaimed the coming of the Messiah, Jesus.  

Paul was very direct with his brethren and those who fear God by saying "the 
message of salvation has been sent." Paul did not bring a message of deliverance 
from Rome, but a message of deliverance from sin. Paul had identified the Savior in 
v.23 "God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus".  However, the leaders and people 
in Jerusalem did not recognize Jesus as the Son of God nor did they recognize the 
prophecies about Him that they heard read every Sabbath day.  

Therefore they fulfilled them by condemning Jesus, tried Him in a series of illegal 
trials. They found no evidence against Him but found Him guilty of blasphemy based 
on His testimony that He was the Son of God. It was illegal under Jewish law to 
convict a person by his testimony alone, but they ask Pilate to execute Jesus by 
crucifixion for treason against Rome. B On Passover day C they crucified Jesus D and 
the Romans guards certified that he was dead. Before sundown His friends buried 
Him in the borrowed tomb of a believer who was a rich member of the Sanhedrin.  

Have you ever considered the question "Who Killed Jesus?" There is enough 
evidence to indict the whole human race, including you and me, Satan and God the 
Father. E 

Does it surprise you that those who knew the prophecies of the Messiah were 
the ones who handed Him over to Pilate for execution? Why do people today 
with even greater knowledge available still reject the offer of Jesus of 
forgiveness and eternal life? 

Notes: A- Acts 13:14-25; B- For "Six trials of Jesus" click here; C-  Passover day 
began at sundown Thursday night and ended Friday night. D- For "The order of 
events and the sayings of Jesus from the cross" click here; E- For "Who killed 
Jesus?" click here. 
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III. RESURRECTED (ACTS 13:30-37) 30 But God raised Him from the dead;  Page 4  
31 and for many days He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to 
Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people. 32 And 
we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, 33a that God has 
fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus,  

Paul began by presenting the fact that many people had witnessed Jesus alive in the 
40 days between His resurrection and ascension. Jesus’ resurrection from the grave 
was documented 14 times in Scripture written 40-69 AD and once more after 90 AD.  
The five underlined witnesses wrote 22 of the 27 books in the New Testament.  
1. Mary Magdalene: Mark 16:9; John 20:11-18                                                                 
2. Women returning from the tomb: Matthew 28:1, 9, 10                                                       
3. Peter later in the day: Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5                                                                   
4. The Emmaus disciples: Luke 24:13-32                                                                              
5. The apostles without Thomas present: Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25                                   
6. The apostles with Thomas present: John 20:26-29                                                       
7. The seven disciples by the Lake of Tiberias or Sea of Galilee: John 21:1-23                                                
8. To 500+ believers 1 Corinthians 15:5-6                                                                           
9. James half-brother of Jesus: 1 Corinthians  15:7                                                                  
10. To 11 disciples Peter, Andrew, James son of Zebedee, John, Philip, Thomas, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus & Simon : Matthew 
28:16-20; Mark 16:14-18                                                                                                              
11. At the ascension: Acts 1:3-12; Luke 24:44-53                                                         
12. Paul: Acts 9:3-6; 1 Corinthians 15:8; 13. Stephen: Acts 7:55                                                                          
14. Paul in the temple: Acts 22:17-21 and in the barracks Acts 23:11                                      
15. John on Patmos: Revelation 1:10-19 [after 70 AD by eye-witness John] 

The resurrection changed the lives of the witnesses: Ten of the original disciples 
died martyr’s deaths based on their absolute certainty of Jesus’ resurrection. Before 
the resurrection, these men fled in fear! Peter denied knowing Jesus 3 times outside 
the trial of Jesus. After the resurrection, “boldness unto death” seized their hearts. 
They were completely transformed by what they witnessed. A 

Paul then turned to his audience of Jews by referring to the prophecies of the 
resurrection in the Old Testament and said God had fulfilled them in Jesus. These 
Psalms might be subject to interpretation by themselves but Paul inspired by God 
said they referred to the resurrection of Jesus. In v.33--Psalm 2:7; v.34--Isaiah 55:3; 
v.35--Psalm 16:10 and vv.35-36 Paul indicated that David did not fulfill the prophecy 
of Psalm 16:10b; after serving his generation; David died, was buried, and 
underwent decay, however the one who God raised up did not decay.  

The eyewitnesses and the Old Testament Scriptures together give us 
confidence in the resurrection today. 

Notes: A- For other proofs of the resurrection click here.  
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a Savior, Jesus, 28 And though they found no ground for putting Him to death, 
they asked Pilate that He be executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was 
written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 
30 But God raised Him from the dead;  38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, 
that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and through 
Him everyone who believes is freed a from all things, from which you could not 
be freed through the Law of Moses. [a- justified or declared right] 

Paul presented the gospel of the death, burial, & resurrection of Jesus according to 
the scriptures [1 Corinthians 15:1-8]. Their sins could be forgiven and everyone who 
believes is declared right with God through faith in Jesus. [2 Corinthians 5:21] This 
freedom can not occur by doing the works of the Law of Moses.  

Paul was faithful the rest of his life in proclaiming the gospel of Jesus. A proclaimer 
of the gospel today can have a greater impact in 30 years than Barnabas. (Except 
his disciples writing 14 of 27 NT books) The reasons are: 

1) In 50 AD the world population was about 175 million and in 2017 is 7.3 billion. 
This is more than 40 times greater opportunities available today.  

2) Communications technology has increased dramatically from letters and scrolls to 
telephones, email, social media, internet, printing of bibles and other spiritual 
literature, etc; and  

3) Transportation has gone from walking and sailing ships to jet aircraft, 
automobiles, etc. Examples of how to spread the gospel; 

1. Prepare to be a witness and always have gospel tools in pocket or purse such as 
"Red Cards", "Gospel Tracts" & "calling cards either personal, church or both". Begin 
every day in prayer to be aware of the opportunity to share the gospel with 
someone and pray “O God may Your glory be revealed in me today, at my expense, 
without expecting merit for myself.” A  Never quit preparing, praying and sharing. 

2. Relationship sharing by giving people the opportunity to see the difference that 
knowing Jesus makes in your life by [1] seeing the fruit of the Spirit in your life: "love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control" B, 
being an encourager and comforter. E At a time prompted by the Holy Spirit you will 
have the opportunity to share the gospel. C  This can include invitations to FBC 
and/or special events like the Downtown Christmas at FBC D and the Passion Play. 
[Examples] 

3. Intentional visitation of lost prospects from the church. Some will be young 
people. 

 4. One time opportunities of people you meet at the gym, mall, grocery store, 
hospitals, doctor's and other offices, even on the telephone making orders or 
incoming from telemarketers, paying bills by mail, etc.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A21&version=NASB


Will I drop the baton of passing the gospel message to my generation   Page 6 
and future generations?  
V. Examples of how to  take 
advantage of brief opportunities to 
proclaim Jesus. [See Jesus 
proclaimed]                                                        

a. Ask if you can show the person a 
little card that people are intrigued by? 
If yes, demonstrate both views of the 
"Red Card" E as shown and say this 
represents 2 ways to live and 2 
destinations. Depending on their 
reaction and time available you have 
several ways to go: You can [1] say one 
time I realized I was a sinner and 
separated from God. I realized that God 
loves me and sent His son to die for my 
sins and that He was raised from the 
dead and is in heaven today. I 
confessed my sin, turned from my sins, 
believed in Jesus as Lord of my life and 
ask Jesus to save me. And He did. 
(This can be reduced  or expanded 
depending on time)  [2] turn the card 
over and read the back side. Ask if the 
person would like to ask Jesus to save 
them. [3] they may say they know Jesus 
and you can respond "that is good" 
where do you go to church? If 
appropriate you can invite to FBC and 
special events (see #2) or ask if they 
would mind sharing about their 
salvation and/or give them a gospel tract to read and share with someone else. 

b. On the elevator and someone says are you going up? Say I am going up to floor 5 
today but someday I am going up to heaven to be with Jesus and my family for 
eternity. 

c. Other conversation starters that can result in giving a short testimony of your 
salvation and ask if you can inquire about their position with Jesus? 

5. Commit to pray for the person and give them your contact invitation and ask if you 
can have their contact information. Then follow up with prayer and in other 
appropriate ways. 



Notes: A- Erwin Lutzer; B- Galatians 5:22-23a; C- 1 Peter 3:15;                      Page 7   
D- For Invitation to December 2017 events click here. E- the "Red Cards" are not 
copyrighted and can be duplicated with different contact information on the back by 
other churches.  

Summary/application Acts 13:                                                                  

Does it surprise you that those who knew the prophecies of the Messiah were the 
ones who handed Him over to Pilate for execution? Why do people today with even 
greater knowledge available still reject the offer of Jesus of forgiveness and eternal 
life? 

The eyewitnesses and the Old Testament Scriptures together give us confidence in 
the resurrection today. 

Will I drop the baton of passing the gospel message to my generation and future 
generations? 

Scripture Memory Acts 13:38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, 
that through Him a forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, [a- Jesus]  
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