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God strengthens His church through His faithful servants. 

I. Sharp Conflict- As Paul and Barnabas planned to depart on their 2nd missionary a 
sharp conflict developed about the person who would accompany them. We will see 
the conflict was resolved by the two men in a way that furthered the gospel of Jesus. 

Unfortunately there is much sharp contention in our world, the USA and even in 
churches and families. I studied the "The Peacemaker" by Ken Sande A in 2016-
2017. Ken book is based on years of experience reconciling many kinds of conflicts 
using Biblical principles.  Below is a summary of the book:                                                                 

"The Slippery slope of conflict: Peace-Faking; Peace-Making; Peace-breaking"." 
The 12 responses are fairly self-explanatory 

                     

 12 Responses to Conflict: 

1. Peace-faking-- Escape responses; Denial, Flight, Suicide 
2. Peace-breaking-- Attack responses; Assault, Litigation, Murder 
3. Peace-making--  
A. Personal Peacemaking responses; Overlook, Reconciliation, Negotiation,               
B. Assisted Peacemaking Responses; Mediation, Arbitration, Accountability  
 
The Four G’s of Peacemaking  

1. Glorify God: How can I please and honor God in this situation?                                           
2. Get the log out of your own eye: How can I show Jesus’ work in me  
by taking responsibility for my contribution to this conflict?  
3. Gently restore: How can I lovingly serve others by helping them  
take responsibility for their contribution to this conflict?                                                            
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God and encourage a reasonable solution to this conflict?" 

In the new year resolve to be a peace-maker and encourager. 

Notes: A- To order the book click here.  I highly recommend this book and would be 
pleased to study it with a group.      1/2/2018      

II. Peacemaking for Disciples - A comparison of "The 4 G's of Peacemaking and 
The 12 Responses to Conflict" A reveal only 3 responses available to the disciple 
walking in the Spirit and keeping the New Testament commandments. B Obviously 
no one walking in the Spirit can respond with Peace-faking or Peace-making 
responses. Note that the most severe responses are suicide and murder. [See link 
for Homicide-Suicide data-click here. In 2014 in USA: 16,108 Homicides & 41,143 Suicides. 
2.6 Suicides for each Homicide. Suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death for those 
between the ages of 15 and 34 in the United States.] 

Assisted Peace-making Responses require bringing 3rd parties into the conflict and 
occasionally may be required A. The Peace-making response "Accountability" is 
when it is necessary to involve church leaders in resolving conflicts as described in 
Matthew 18:15-20.  

This leaves the 3 Personal Peacemaking responses.    

1. Overlook an offense - This is for the relatively minor offenses that can be 
overlooked and forgiven. The wise person will overlook these offenses as described 
in Proverbs 19:11 A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, And it is his glory to 
overlook a transgression.  We must be careful to forgive and forget or these offenses 
will build to a boiling point of anger. 

2. Reconciliation - If an offense is too serious to overlook or has damaged the 
relationship, we need to resolve personal or relational issues through applying the 4 
G's of Peacemaking. A If “your brother has something against you. . . go and be 
reconciled” [Matthew 5:23-24]. Paul and Barnabas used this response in Acts 15:36-
41.  God was glorified as 2 teams of missionaries departed to proclaim the Gospel. 

3. Negotiation - Even if we successfully resolve relational issues, we may still need 
to work through material issues related to money, property, or other rights. This 
should be done through a cooperative bargaining process in which the parties seek 
to reach a settlement that satisfies the legitimate needs of each side. “ 4 do 
not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 
others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,…"  
[Philippines 2:4-8].  

Resolve in the New Year to use the overlook or reconciliation response to 
conflict. 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_1_15?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=the+peacemaker+ken+sande&sprefix=the+peacemaker+%2Caps%2C145&crid=30WS75IM6E7L5
http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/usa-homicide-vs-suicide
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+19%3A11&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A36-41+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A36-41+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A4-8&version=NASB


Notes: A- For "The 4 G's of Peacemaking and The 12 Responses to          Page 3    
Conflict" click here. B- For New Testament Commandments click here 1/3/2018 

III. The Missionary Work Force doubled - Acts 15:36-41..36 After some days Paul 
said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in which we 
proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take 
John, called Mark, along with them also. 38 But Paul kept insisting that they should 
not take him along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them 
to the work. 39 And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that they separated 
from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus. 
40 But Paul chose Silas and left, being committed by the brethren to the grace of the 
Lord. 41 And he was traveling through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

The disagreement between Paul and Barnabas was sharp and demonstrates how 
conflict can be resolved to the glory of God. They reconciled their differences by 
going separate ways thus doubling the missionary work force. Paul took Silas and 
Barnabas took Mark. Barnabas may have been the most effective disciple-maker in 
history because he receives credit for Paul and Mark's line of disciples. For 
Barnabas the disciple-maker click here. 

Barnabas saw something in Mark that God could use to further His Kingdom. About 
12 years later Mark was the writer of the Gospel, Mark. A Even Paul came to realize 
Mark was an asset to the Kingdom. Paul mentioned John Mark in the closing of the 
Colossian letter and instructed the Colossian believers "if he comes to you, welcome 
him" [Colossians 4:10] In Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy he requested that Timothy 
bring Mark to visit him in prison, “for he is useful to me for service ” [2 Timothy 4:11]. 
In Philemon 23-24, Paul described Mark as "my fellow worker". Paul mentioned 
himself and Barnabas as missionary partners in 1 Corinthians 9:6. This was written 6 
years after the parting of ways for the 2nd missionary journeys. 

Being faithful to God’s purpose in our lives will play a role in our decision-
making processes and our personal growth.  

Notes: A- For dates of New Testament books written click here  1/4/2018 

IV. Timothy added as a Team Member - Acts 16:1-3... 1 Paul came also to Derbe 
and to Lystra. And a disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman 
who was a believer, but his father was a Greek, 2 and he was well spoken of by the 
brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted this man to go with him; and 
he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for 
they all knew that his father was a Greek.  

I have used the FBC-PSG devotional for 12/26/2017 on page 34; link here. 
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/winterdailydevotional2017.pdf 

https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/10/24/new-testament-commandments/
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2015/04/20/barnabas-the-disciple-maker-138/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+4%3A10&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+4%3A11&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon+23-24&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+1+Corinthians+9%3A6&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/12/27/dates-for-new-testament-books/
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/winterdailydevotional2017.pdf


"In today’s reading we meet one of the most famous figures in                        Page 4   
biblical history: Timothy.  This is the same Timothy to whom Paul wrote two letters of 
pastoral advice (1 and 2 Timothy). In our first introduction to Timothy here in Acts, 
three characteristics appear that are worth noting:  

1) Timothy was “a disciple.” This fact alone is a testament to the grace of God. 
Timothy grew up in a culturally and religiously mixed home: his mother was a Jew 
and his father a Gentile. While we can surmise from Scripture that his mother and 
grandmother were believers (c.f. 2 Timothy 1:5), we don’t know about his father. Yet 
amid such a context of confusion, God miraculously opened Timothy’s eyes and he 
started following Jesus.  

2) Timothy was “well-spoken of by the brethren.” V.2 This immediately identified 
Timothy as a qualifying candidate for pastoral ministry, as one who is “well thought 
of by outsiders” (1 Timothy 3:7). By God’s grace Timothy had not only been called 
out of darkness into light, but also to the work of the ministry.  

3) Timothy, as one saved by God and called to the work of the ministry, was willing 
to do whatever it took for the gospel to go forward. This trait appears in the fact that 
he was willing to let Paul circumcise him at such a late age. The process would have 
been potentially dangerous and certainly painful, but Timothy willingly underwent it 
so that he would not be a stumbling block to the advance of the gospel among the 
Jews, who believed that children with Jewish mothers and Greek fathers should be 
circumcised. May we strive for a similar gospel zeal in our own lives and personal 
ministries!  

• What characteristic of Timothy sticks out to you the most? What else do you know 
about Timothy from other portions of Scripture? 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 

 • What are you willing to give up or forsake for the sake of the gospel? Take some 
time today to meditate on this question. Write out things that you would have a hard 
time letting go of or doing. 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________  

Thank God for the testimony of Timothy. Ask that He would give you a similar 
gospel zeal. Pray over the list of things that you would have a hard time giving 
up or doing for the sake of the gospel. Ask that God would help you give those 
things over to Him."   
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immediately we sought to go into Macedonia,   

At Troas the writer Luke of Acts stopped using the term "they' to describe the people 
in Paul's team of missionaries and started using "we". Luke had joined the team and 
about 67 AD, about 18 years later, wrote the books of Luke and Acts. Luke used 
"we" and "us" during the rest of Acts ending in each of these verses vv.11-16. 

We wrote about Mark the Barnabas members writing the book of Mark [click here]. 
Paul wrote two books to his team member Timothy [click here].  

Paul's initial team member Silas. Silas was one of the representatives that the 
Jerusalem church sent to Antioch to explain the decision of the council concerning 
the conversion of Gentiles [Acts 15:22]. Silas was a good choice for the mission. 
First, because he was a Roman citizen.  At Philippi Paul and Silas were beaten and 
thrown into prison in stocks. As they prayed and sang praises to God the prisoners 
heard them and an earthquake unloosed them. The jailer was saved. Later they 
were sent on their way because they were Roman citizens. [Acts 16:22-40] It would 
have been difficult for Paul to claim his citizenship privileges if his partner had not 
also been a Roman citizen. Second, it is clear that Silas was well respected by the 
church in Jerusalem. Luke referred to Judas and Silas as “leading men among the 
brothers” [15:22]. 

The name "Silas" is a shortened form of "Silvanus", and the Silvanus whom Paul 
mentions in his writings to the Corinthians [2 Corinthians 1:19] 56AD and the 
Thessalonians [1 & 2 Thessalonians 1:1] 51AD is almost certainly the Silas of Acts, 
and maybe the same as the Silvanus who carried Peter's first letter [1 Peter 5:12] to 
its scattered recipients in 65AD. If so for 15 years Silas was a faithful servant of 
Jesus for 15 years.  

The two missionary teams: Barnabas & Mark and Paul, Silas, Timothy & Luke were 
faithful servants of Jesus the rest of their lives. Team members Paul, Mark and Luke 
wrote 16 of the 27 books in the New Testament. The peaceful reconciliation of the 
sharp disagreement between Paul and Barnabas glorified God and set an example 
for disciples today. 

Have you ever been involved in a disagreement that God used to multiply His 
work force?   1/5/2018                                                                                                     
VI. Discipling - Acts 16:4-5..4 Now while they were passing through the cities, they 
were delivering the decrees which had been decided upon by the apostles and 
elders who were in Jerusalem, for them to observe. 5 So the churches were being 
strengthened in the faith, and were increasing in number daily…. 9 A vision appeared 
to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and 
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+28%3A11-16&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A22&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A22-40&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+1%3A19&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1%3A1%2C+2+Thessalonians+1%3A1&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+5%3A12&version=NASB
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and Barnabas had visited on their first journey. They encouraged the disciples with 
the result of the meeting in Jerusalem that (1) no requirements for gentiles’ salvation 
beyond faith in Christ; (2) urge gentile converts to avoid certain behaviors involved in 
idol worship out of respect for their Jewish brothers and sisters who were disciples. A 
Apparently Paul and Silas delivered these decrees in verbal and written form.  

The team now had 4 members to disciple these recent believers in Jesus. Joe White 
has taught me the power of multiplication in discipling; click on Men At The Cross 
Multiplication Chart. Note this follows the commands in Matthew 28:19-20.. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples * of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” * three 
step process: make disciples--new believers in Jesus, then baptize them and teach 
them the commands of Jesus. 

In v.9 Paul received a vision from the Holy Spirit to go into Macedonia and 
immediately the team obeyed v.10. We are not alone in the three step discipling 
process. We are guided both by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. The Creator of 
the Universe empowers us and nothing is impossible with Him.  

Resolve in 2018 to be involved in all three steps of the discipling process; 
make disciples--new believers in Jesus, then baptize them and teach them the 
commands of Jesus. 

Notes: A- for "Clear expectations for requirements for salvation click here               
VII. Summary/Application Discipling: make disciples--new believers in Jesus, then 
baptize them and teach them the commands of Jesus.                                                                                  
1. In the New Year resolve to be a peace-maker and encourager.                                                  
2. Resolve in the New Year to use the "overlook" or "reconciliation" response to 
conflict." A                                                                                                                                        
3. Being faithful to God’s purpose in our lives will play a role in our decision-making 
processes and our personal growth.                                                                               
4. Thank God for the testimony of Timothy. Ask that He would give you a similar 
gospel zeal. Pray over the list of things that you would have a hard time giving up or 
doing for the sake of the gospel. Ask that God would help you give those things over 
to Him.                                                                                                                                        
5. Have you ever been involved in a disagreement that God used to multiply His 
work force?                                                                                                                  
6. Resolve in 2018 to be involved in all three steps of the discipling process; make 
disciples--new believers in Jesus, then baptize them and teach them the commands 
of Jesus.                                                                                                                             
7. Scripture Memory Matthew 28:19-20.. 19 Go therefore and make disciples * of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” *Discipling is a three step process: make 

https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/men-at-the-cross-multiplication-chart.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/men-at-the-cross-multiplication-chart.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A10&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.wordpress.com/2017/12/30/clear-expectations-of-requirements-for-salvation/


disciples--new believers in Jesus, then baptize them and teach them the commands 
of Jesus. 

Notes: A- For "12 responses to conflict" click here 

 


