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#12 - 2/18/2018 - Answering Critics  - Acts 23-26                                                   
The Gospel demands a response of repentance and faith                                       

I. My spirit in sync and my mind transformed. 
Romans 8:10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the 
spirit is alive because of righteousness. [NASB] 

When a person receives faith from hearing the Word of God and confesses with his 
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believes in his heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
they will be saved. For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
AA  At that instant Jesus comes to live within you. A  Even though your body will 
eventually die your spirit is alive eternally because you have received the 
righteousness of God. B  

Also your body becomes the "temple of God and the Spirit of God dwells in you?" C  
When I obey His commands "be filled with Spirit" and "walk by the Spirit" D  my spirit 
is in sync DD with the Holy Spirit. I receive the fruit of the Spirit-- love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; E   To me this 
means that I make decisions throughout the day guided by the Holy Spirit that are 
within either the good, pleasing or perfect will of God. 

In 1966 we attended a performance by the London Symphony in Daytona Beach. 
We set in the balcony and I was mesmerized by how synchronized all the members 
were following the direction of a visible director. When the church is in sync 
following our invisible Leader His disciples the world will change one person 
at a time.                              

Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of 
God. [HCSB]   

I will not be conformed to this age-- the world system, Satan or my dead flesh. But I 
will be transformed by renewing my mind from the Word of God. There is power in 
the Word, the only thing that can transform my life. The symphony director was 
following music written by a human, but we follow the Word written by God the 
Creator and Sustainer of the universe. F 

When I am obedient to the commands of the Word because I love Jesus then these 
2 verses from Romans promise my spirit will be in sync with the Holy Spirit and I will 
live a life transformed by the Word. Then I don't have to settle for the good or 
pleasing will of God but I can know and obey the perfect will of God.                                                                                        
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O God may I desire to continually be in sync with the Spirit and transformed 
by the power of your Word knowing and obeying the perfect will of God.  

Notes: AA- Romans 10:9,13; A- John 17:23, Galatians 2:20; B- 2 Corinthians 5:21; 
C- 1 Corinthians 3:16; D- Ephesians 3:18c, Galatians 5:16a; DD- "Sync" short for 
synchronize - to operate exactly together or cause to match precisely; E- Galatians 
5:22-23a; F- 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Colossians 1:16-17 
II. Four direct appearances by Jesus to Paul                                                                       
1. 34 AD- On Damascus Road Paul was met by Jesus and 3 days later saved - 
Acts 9:3-17 

2. 37 AD - In Jerusalem - Acts 22:17-21, 18 and I saw Him saying to 
me, ‘Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not 
accept your testimony about Me.’ 21  And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send 
you far away to the Gentiles.’” 

Paul spent 3 years in Arabia studying the Old Testament and being instructed by the 
Holy Spirit before meeting with Peter and James in Jerusalem in 37 AD. AA   

3. 51 AD - In Corinth - Acts 18:9-10 9 And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a 
vision, “Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; 10 for I 
am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many 
people in this city.” 

4. 59 AD - In Jerusalem - Acts 23:11 But on the night immediately following, the 
Lord stood at his side and said, “Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed 
to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.” 

These direct appearances of Jesus were important for Paul. By 59 AD only 7 books 
of the New Testament had been written six by Paul and the book of James. The 
early Disciples had access to the Old Testament scrolls, but they were limited in 
number. Jesus said the Holy Spirit "will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you". A  

Paul was in Jerusalem in 59 AD and what Jesus said confirmed that he was right to 
come Jerusalem from the 3rd missionary journey even though persecution was the 
immediate result. Jesus said "take courage...you must witness at Rome also" [v.11c 
above]. What a comfort to Paul. 

Today's disciples have the entire Word of God C in immense quantities along with 
commentaries available in print and on the internet, the Holy Spirit D and the mind of 
Jesus. E 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9%2C13&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A23%2C+Galatians+2%3A20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A21&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A16&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A18%2C+Galatians+5%3A16&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A16-17&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A16-17&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A3-17+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2022:17-21
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Are you comforted - no matter what your circumstances are - by the continual 
presence of Jesus and the Holy Spirit in you and the Word for daily spiritual 
growth. 

Notes: AA- Galatians 1:15-19;  A- John 14:26; B- blank; C- Psalms 119:105, 2 Peter 
1:3;  D- 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19-20; E- 1 Corinthians 2:16; 

III. Paul proclaimed the gospel of Jesus to small and great on the way to his 
destination 

Paul had numerous opportunities to be in the presence of Roman leaders even 
before he arrived in Rome. In Acts 21:39- 22:1-30 a Roman commander of 1,000 
troops in Jerusalem heard Paul's defense before the Jews. Another opportunity 
probably for the same commander occurred in Acts 23:1-10. 

Finding there was conspiracy to kill Paul the commander sent Paul by pony to Felix 
in Caesarea with a guard of 470 soldiers by night, later reduced to 70 horse man in 
the morning. Do you think Paul missed the opportunity to speak to some of these 
men? 

Governor Felix heard Paul and his accusers in Acts 24:1-21. Felix put the accusers 
off until later; but allowed Paul some freedom. Felix and his wife heard Paul speak 
about "faith in Christ Jesus" [Acts 24:24]. For 2 years Felix "used to send for him 
quite often and converse with him. [vv.26-27] Later Festus brought Paul before his 
accusers and this time Paul appealed to his right to appear before Caesar.  Paul 
said "If, then, I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, I do 
not refuse to die; but if none of those things is true of which these men accuse me, 
no one can hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar". [Acts 25:1-22] 

While waiting for transport to Rome Paul appeared before King Agrippa & Festus 
[Acts 25:23-26; 26:1-32]. 

"King Agrippa II was the:                                                                                                                        
• Great-grandson of Herod the Great, who ruled at the time of Jesus’ birth [Matt. 2:1]             
• Son of Herod Agrippa I, who beheaded James and imprisoned Peter [Acts 12:1-3]                              
• Ruler over northeast parts of Palestine, including Caesarea Philippi                                           
• Granted by Rome custody of the ceremonial vestments worn by the high priest on 
the Day of Atonement and the authority to appoint the high priest; as such, was 
considered “king of the Jews”                                                                                                                                                   
• An expert in “Jewish customs and controversies” [Acts 26:3]"                                                                   

I find it remarkable how events totally out of Paul's control resulted in his sharing the 
gospel of Jesus with so many Roman leaders and people of that day. He also 
presented his testimony many times before the leaders of the Jews. 
God put people in Paul's presence to witness to because he took seriously the 
command of Jesus in Acts 22:15 "For you are to be his witness, telling 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A15-19&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+119%3A105%2C+2+Peter+1%3A3&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+119%3A105%2C+2+Peter+1%3A3&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A16%2C+6%3A19-20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+2%3A16&version=NASB


#12 - 2/18/2018 - Answering Critics  - The gospel demands a response of repentance and faith.                                                                                                                                                                                                     4 
everyone what you have seen and heard". Do I take the command of Jesus to 
go discipling seriously?  

 

IV. The Gospel Proclaimed to King Agrippa- Acts 26:19-23..19 “So, King Agrippa, 
I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision,  

Paul had shared with the King the testimony of his salvation on the Damascus Road 
in Acts 26:1-18. 

V.19 Paul obeyed the command of Jesus to proclaim the gospel. V.20 he started 
where he was saved in Damascus, then in Jerusalem, Judea and to the Jews & 
Gentiles in the world. This is the command given to all Disciples in Acts 1:8. 
Paul's message to all people was they should repent and turn to God and then 
perform deeds that indicated they had repented. In all his writings Paul rejected good 
works for salvation, but that works would result from salvation.  
21 For this reason some Jews seized me in the temple and tried to put me to death. 
V.21 it was because he proclaimed the word to Gentiles that the Jews tried to kill 
him. 
22 So, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying both to small 
and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take 
place; 23 that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the 
dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the 
Gentiles.” 

V.22-23 Paul had been rescued by the Roman commander in Jerusalem and 
transferred under heavy guard to Caesarea where he had been tried by Felix and 
was again on trial by Agrippa. Paul gave the credit for his rescue to God and he 
was testifying both to small and great people the gospel of Jesus. The gospel had 
been foretold by the Prophets and Moses. There are over 300 prophecies in the Old 
Testament that were fulfilled by the birth, life, death, burial, resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus. These are settled facts and truth for these 16 reasons. A  

He would suffer and proclaim the light of the gospel to the Jews and Gentiles. The 
message of a suffering and resurrected Jesus are the gospel. Paul, as Christ’s 
servant and messenger and all His disciples now, are an instrument through which 
Christ fulfilled His ministry as a light. The Scripture is powerful unto salvation.  

Each time we have the opportunity to talk to others about our faith, we should 
be prepared to point them to the Scriptures. Is someone asks a question you 
can't answer, say I will get back with you and then search for the answer. If 
you cannot find the answer ask a pastor or teacher.                                                                                

Notes: A- For reasons for settled facts and truth click here and here. 

 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/04/15/the-resurrection-of-jesus-is-a-settled-fact/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/10/28/the-word-of-god-is-truth/
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V. Objection of Festus Answered by Paul - Acts 26:24-26..24 While Paul was 
saying this in his defense, Festus *said in a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your 
mind! Your great learning is driving you mad.” 25 But Paul *said, “I am not out of my 
mind, most excellent Festus, but I utter words of sober truth.  

V.24-25 Festus objected loudly saying that all of your learning has driven you 
insane. Paul said "most excellent Festus" not wanting to alienate him, but denied he 
was insane and said my words are truth. Paul had already told them he had seen 
and talked with the risen Jesus on the Damascus Road for his authority. [Acts 
26:14-18] 
26 For the king knows about these matters, and I speak to him also with confidence, 
since I am persuaded that none of these things escape his notice; for this has not 
been done in a corner. 

V.26 Paul immediately turned back to King Agrippa. It was nearly 30 years since the 
ascension of Jesus, but Paul was confident the king knew all about what he was 
saying. King Agrippa II was the great-grandson of Herod the Great, who ruled at the 
time of Jesus’ birth [Matthew 2:1 30 AD]; son of Herod Agrippa I, who beheaded 
James and imprisoned Peter in 42 AD [Acts 12:1-3 42 AD]; was considered “king of 
the Jews” and an expert in “Jewish customs and controversies” [Acts 26:3].                                                                  

Paul ended with "this was not done in a corner" [v.26]. This reminds me of a 
presentation I made in 2008 in Topeka, Kansas to about 500 people. I kept using the 
phrase above to indicate many people would be involved in developing a vision for 
Topeka. However I have a way of saying "corner" as "carner" and one of the leaders 
finally interrupted me and said "What is a carner"? The place erupted in laughter.  I 
was right; over 3,000 people were involved in developing a draft document. Then the 
newspaper distributed 44,000 copies of the draft asking for input. "It was not done 
in a corner". 

The life and ministry of Jesus was a matter of common knowledge, and His 
resurrection was well-documented and testified to by many witnesses. This message 
had been declared openly and not in some corner. The Way was no secret society, 
hiding its message from the public. Followers of Christ boldly declared that Jesus 
was the Messiah who fulfilled Old Testament prophecies. He had suffered, died, and 
had risen from the dead.  "This was not done in a corner". A  

Unfortunately today most people do not know the story of redemption and reject the 
Bible and Jesus. 

Believers must be prepared to respond to objections with love, confidence and 
directness. What can we do to be better prepared to answer those who object 
to our message? 
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A- For reasons for settled facts and truth click here and here. 

 

VI. Invitation Given by Paul - Acts 26:27-29.. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the 
Prophets? I know that you do.”  

Paul turned to Agrippa and asked him if he believed in the message of the prophets. 
Before the king could respond, Paul answered in the affirmative for him—I know 
you believe. Agrippa had sufficient Old Testament knowledge to assure Festus that 
Paul’s arguments based on prophecy were well-founded. But Paul had more in mind 
than simply establishing his innocence. He wanted to convince Agrippa so that he 
too would have a personal relationship with Christ.  
28 Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a short time you will persuade me to become a 
Christian.” 29 And Paul said, “I would wish to God, that whether in a short or long 
time, not only you, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as I am, 
except for these chains.” 

Agrippa replied something like this; do you think in this short time you can persuade 
me to become a Christian. Paul had delivered the invitation and Agrippa responded.  

Paul prayer to God was that whether in a short or long time Agrippa and all who 
heard him that day would become a believer in Jesus like him, but without the 
chains.  
32 And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man might have been set free if he had not 
appealed to Caesar.” 

We have no indication that anyone believed in Jesus that day but Agrippa did say 
Paul could be set free except for his appealing to Rome. He had to do that to keep 
from being sent back to Jerusalem for trial by Festus in Acts 25:6-12. Paul was 
faithful to deliver the message and leave the result to those hearing and to the hand 
of Jesus. 

Paul saw every circumstance as an opportunity to present the gospel. 
Everyone who hears the gospel must be given the opportunity to make a 
decision about Jesus. Can you think of ways you can give people the 
opportunity to respond even in unusual circumstances? 

VII. Summary/application for Acts 23-26: 
1. O God may I desire to continually be in sync with the Spirit and transformed by 
the power of your Word knowing and obeying the perfect will of God.                                              
2. Are you comforted - no matter what your circumstances are - by the continual 
presence of Jesus and the Holy Spirit in you and the Word for daily spiritual growth.                                                                                                                       
3. God put people in Paul's presence to witness to because he took seriously the 
command of Jesus in Acts 22:15 "For you are to be his witness, telling everyone 
what you have seen and heard". Do I take the command of Jesus to go discipling 
seriously?  Discipling is witnessing, baptizing, and teaching.                                                                                                                               

https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/04/15/the-resurrection-of-jesus-is-a-settled-fact/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/10/28/the-word-of-god-is-truth/
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4. Each time we have the opportunity to talk to others about our faith, we should be 
prepared to point them to the Scriptures.                                                                                 
5. Believers must be prepared to respond to objections with love, confidence and 
directness. What can we do to be better prepared to answer those who object to our 
message?                                                                                                                                     
6. Paul saw every circumstance as an opportunity to present the gospel.                               
7. Everyone who hears the gospel must be given the opportunity to make a decision 
about Jesus.                                                                                                                                  
8. Can you think of ways you can give people the opportunity to respond even in 
unusual circumstances? 

9. Scripture Memory [select one or all three]- John 14:26 But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.                                                                                                            

Romans 8:10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the 
spirit is alive because of righteousness. [NASB]                                                                                                   

Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of 
God. [HCSB]   

Review Scripture Memory  

#8 – 1/21/2018 – Psalm 139:14 Thank You for making me so wonderfully complex! 
Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. NLT 
 
#9 – 1/28/2018 – Ephesians 3:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in 
them.”  
 
#10 – 2/4/2018 – Acts 20:24  But I count my life of no value to myself, so that I 
may finish my course and the ministry I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 
gospel of God’s grace.  
 
#11 – 2/11/2018 – Acts 22:15 For you are to be his witness, telling everyone what 
you have seen and heard.  
 


