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#13 - 2/25/2018 - Always on Mission  - Acts 27-28                                                               
The gospel message is for all people; some will believe, but others will not.     
 
I. The New Worldview! The world we live in. 
  
"In the beginning, God.  
God spoke. But that was a long time ago.  
We wanted certainty—now.   
For this, only Reason and Rationalism AA would do.   
But that was not enough. We wanted to “test.”   
So we went into the senses and found the empirical.   
But that’s not what we meant by testing. We really meant the “feeling.”  
So we found a way to generate feeling into the picture.  
Truth was framed into a scene.   
But the scene was left open to interpretation. Scenes are not absolute.   
So the story was told as an art form.   
But the reader still didn’t like it, because he was not the author.  
So he read the story to make of the story whatever he wished.   
But what does one do with the long reach of the empirical?   
The best way was to find a blend between the empirical and the satirical and 
 end up with God again.   
The only difference was that God could not be the storyteller.  
We still needed God.   
So we became God." A 

There are no absolutes or boundaries in the "Sociological" worldview. Most people 
we meet have not thought this deeply or consciously believe like this. However they 
live like this because of the influence of the majority of the media, news, 
entertainment, and academic providers of information and education.  

What is your Worldview? Is it Sociological or Biblical B? It determines the 
choices you make on a daily basis.  

 Notes: AA- Reason- The power of intelligent and dispassionate-[impartial and calm]  
 thought, or of conduct influenced by such thought.                                                      
 Rationalism- The principle or habit of accepting reason as the supreme authority in 
 matters of opinion, belief, or conduct.                                                                          
 Empirical- Depending upon experience or observation alone.                                            
 Satire- The use of irony, sarcasm, ridicule or the like in exposing, denouncing, or 
 deriding vice, folly, etc.  

 For expanded definitions click 2-25-2018 definitions; A- Source: "Why Jesus? 
 Rediscovering His truth in an age of mass marketed spirituality" by Ravi 
 Zacharias page 46, to order click here; B- For Two Worldviews click here.  

 

https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/2-25-2018-definitions.doc
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Jesus-Rediscovering-Marketed-Spirituality-ebook/dp/B004QZ9P92/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1519348553&sr=8-1&keywords=%22Why+Jesus%3F+Rediscovering+His+truth+in+an+age+of+mass+marketed+spirituality%22+by+Ravi+Zacharias
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/two-worldviews.pdf
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II. Paul was a prophet and encourager; and witnessed for Jesus on the way to 
Rome! 
ACTS 27:21-26..21  …Paul stood up in their midst and said, “Men, you ought to have 
followed my advice and not to have set sail from Crete and incurred this damage and 
loss. 22 Yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life 
among you, but only of the ship. 23 For this very night an angel of the God to whom I 
belong and whom I serve stood before me, 24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you 
must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who are 
sailing with you.’ 25 Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for I believe God that 
it will turn out exactly as I have been told.  
33 Until the day was about to dawn, Paul was encouraging them all to take some 
food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have been constantly watching 
and going without eating, having taken nothing. 34 Therefore I encourage you to take 
some food, for this is for your preservation, for not a hair from the head of any of you 
will perish.” 35 Having said this, he took bread and gave thanks to God in the 
presence of all, and he broke it and began to eat. 36 All of them were encouraged 
and they themselves also took food. 37 All of us in the ship were two hundred and 
seventy-six persons…44b And so it happened that they all were brought safely to 
land. 

 
In 62 AD Paul was on a perilous 2,130 mile journey A from Jerusalem to Rome. 
There was great fear among the 276 people on the ship but an angel of God 
appeared to Paul saying "Do not be afraid" A. This command is included in the Bible 
in approximately 145 verses including; "fear not", "do not fear", "do not be afraid",  
"encourage peace in God", "not to worry" and "not to be anxious". B The disciple is 
commanded to trust in God, not self or others, no matter how bad the circumstances 
are. 
 
Paul was a prophet because God had revealed to him what was going to occur and 
it did. He was an encourager and that it is something we are commanded; 
"Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, C He witnessed for 
Jesus to His 275 shipmates and later at Malta and encouraged brother disciples in 
Puteoli and Rome. D 
 
Am I an encourager that creates the opportunity to witness the gospel to 
others?  
 
Notes: A- For the links in Paul's journey click here; B- For 51 "Fear not" or similar 
verses click here; C- 1 Thessalonians 5:11a, click for am I an Encourager or 
Discourager; D- Acts 28:1-16; 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblecharts.org/newtestaament/paulsjourneytorome.pdf
https://wp.me/p3PIcg-9
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/10/13/be-an-encourager/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/10/11/am-i-a-discourager-part-2/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+28%3A1-16&version=NASB
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III. 62 AD - The Journey of Paul to Rome ends and he immediately started 
telling the story of Jesus -  ACTS 28:17-20.. 17 After three days Paul called 
together those who were the leading men of the Jews, and when they came 
together, he began saying to them, “Brethren, though I had done nothing against 
our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from 
Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18 And when they had examined me, 
they were willing to release me because there was no ground for putting me to 
death. 19 But when the Jews objected, I was forced to appeal to Caesar, not that I 
had any accusation against my nation. 20 For this reason, therefore, I requested to 
see you and to speak with you, for I am wearing this chain for the sake of the 
hope of Israel.” 
 
Paul called together the leading men of the Jews and explained why he was in 
chains. He said that he had done nothing to dishonor the customs of the Old 
Testament fathers. Yet the Jews in Jerusalem delivered him to the Romans 
demanding his death. The Roman judges found nothing worthy of the death 
sentence and would have released him, but the Jews objected. Paul was forced to 
appeal to Caesar even though he had nothing against the Jews, he just did not want 
the death sentence by them. 
V. 20 gives his reason for wanting to talk with them "for the sake of the hope of 
Israel." The hope of Israel was the promised coming of the Messiah. Paul was there 
to tell them about the coming of Jesus to fulfill that promise. 
 
As usual Paul used every opportunity to fulfill his assigned mission from God 
to deliver the gospel to all the nations, even when he was in chains. 
 

IV. The Jews in Rome did not want to know about Paul's case, but about the 
Christians - Acts 28:21-24 21 They said to him, “We have neither received letters 
from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren come here and reported 
or spoken anything bad about you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what your 
views are; for concerning this sect, it is known to us that it is spoken against 
everywhere.” 
23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large 
numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom 
of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of 
Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening. 24 Some were being 
persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe. 
 
The Jews in Rome had no interest in hearing about Paul's appearance before the 
Caesar, currently Nero. However they did want to know about the Christian sect they 
had heard so much about. They set a day and a large number came to his house 
and Paul testified about the Kingdom of God and Jesus from all the Old Testament. 
This teaching went on for a full day.  
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Paul’s presentation met with the same response that the apostle often received 
from his teaching: a divided response. Paul had sought to convince his audience 
about Jesus’ being the promised Messiah. At the end of the day, some were 
persuaded by his message. These listeners responded as Paul hoped they would. 
They believed his arguments from Scripture about Jesus and God’s kingdom. Did 
they become Christians? Some Bible commentator's believe they were saved. 
 
Others in the group in Rome did not believe. This unbelieving response to the gospel 
proclamation was not unusual then; neither is it unexpected today. Those who are 
called to share the gospel with others, all believers, cannot believe for our hearers. 
We must be faithful to carry out our mission as witnesses, but salvation will always 
remain a work that only God can do in the repentant hearts of those who voluntarily 
respond to Him in faith. 
 
How can we make the gospel message intriguing and interesting? What did 
Paul begin with in presenting the gospel? 
 
V. The Response of the Jews to full day of teaching about the redeeming story 
of Jesus in the Old Testament - Acts 28:25-28.. 25 And when they did not agree 
with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, “The 
Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, 26 saying, 
‘GO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, 
“YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; 
AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 
27 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, 
AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, 
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES; 
OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE WITH THEIR EYES, 
AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, 
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, 
AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.”’  
28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the 
Gentiles; they will also listen.”                                                                     
 
Responses to the Gospel in Acts 13–28.  How does the response to the gospel of 
Jesus below compare to your experience sharing the gospel in the last month? Paul 
never quit or gave up, he let the Holy Spirit move him to people who were interested 
in the gospel through spontaneous and relationship evangelism *, then taught the 
believers and wrote about the gospel. * For source click here. 
• opposition [13:8,50; 14:19; 16:22-24]  
• insult [13:45]  
• rioting [17:5; 19:23-41; 21:27-36; 22:22-29] 
• division [14:4; 19:9; 28:24] 
• argument [17:18] 
• curiosity [17:20]  
• ridicule [17:32a]  

https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/02/14/discipling-is-a-3-step-process-as-outlined-in-matthew-2818-20/https:/thehlukejourney.com/2018/02/14/discipling-is-a-3-step-process-as-outlined-in-matthew-2818-20/https:/thehlukejourney.com/2018/02/14/discipling-is-a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A8%2C50%3B+14%3A19%3B+16%3A22-24&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A45&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A5%3B+19%3A23-41%3B+21%3A27-36%3B+22%3A22-29&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A4%3B+19%3A9%3B+28%3A24&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A32&version=NASB
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• interest [17:32b]  
• belief [13:12; 14:1; 16:31-34; 17:4,34; 19:17-20]  
• joy [13:48] 
 
The only way to change the USA is one person at a time for Jesus. We have no 
leverage with only 6 percent of USA true disciples/believers. Change will not be won 
at the government level. We need a true miracle that could start in our class and 
church.  We need revival within, to be like Paul with a focused purpose. He gave up 
everything, was willing to die and ultimately did at the hand of Nero, but on the way 
he never quit telling people about the simple gospel of Jesus.  
 
30 years ago Joe White was dying from leukemia. Recently he said "I was getting 
ready for a large event and like a message from God I thought "would I be willing to 
give up the next 30 years of my life to see one person saved tonight?" After 
mediating and praying Joe said that he saw that man 1 trillion years later with Jesus 
in heaven. He decided thirty more years on earth was not as important as one 
person receiving Jesus." What do you think?   Source 
 
Like Paul, our task is to tell the story of Jesus to all people, regardless of their 
response. 
 
VI. Paul’s Letters and Journey from 59-68 AD - Acts 28:30-31.. 30 And he stayed 
two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, 
31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all openness, unhindered. 
 
1. First Roman Imprisonment–Jerusalem in [59AD] to Rome: Acts 28:30-31 ends 
with Paul preaching the gospel with all openness, unhindered for 2 years. Philemon 
1:22 and Philippians 1:25, 2:24 indicate that Paul anticipated fairly certain release. 
During this imprisonment Paul wrote several books, and sometime after his release, 
he wrote 1st & 2nd Timothy and Titus. 
2. Visit to the East: [Philemon 1:22; Philippians 2:24] 
3. Establishment of a work in Crete: [Titus 1:5] 
4. Nero burned Rome July 18-20, 64 AD and ultimately blamed the Christians. A 
5. Journey to Spain: In the Muratorian fragment (A.D. 170) the journey to Spain is 
spoken of as a well-known fact. Also, Clement of Rome spoke of Paul journeying to 
the extreme limits of the west, by which he must have meant Spain, for no Roman 
would have called Rome the extreme limits of the west. Romans 15:24, 28 indicate 
Paul’s ministry would include a trip to Spain. When he wrote in 2 Timothy 4:7 that 
his course was finished, the journey to Spain had evidently occurred.  
6. Return Visit to the East [2 Timothy 1:3, 4:13-14]: This included a stop at Nicopolis 
[Titus 3:12] where he was to meet Titus.  
7. Wintering at Troas with Carpus [2 Timothy 4:13-14].  Arrest and Second 
Imprisonment at Rome. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A32&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A12%3B+14%3A1%3B+16%3A31-34%3B+17%3A4%2C34%3B+19%3A17-20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A48&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/02/23/the-barnabas-project/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/02/20/pauls-journeys-and-letters-from-62-68-ad/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+28%3A30-31&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon+1%3A22%3B+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon+1%3A22%3B+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A25%2C+2%3A24+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon+1%3A22%3B+Philippians+2%3A24&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+1%3A5&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A24%2C+28&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+4%3A7+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%3A3%3B+4%3A13-14&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+3%3A12&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+4%3A13-14&version=NASB
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8. Execution in Rome in A.D. 68. Paul was executed by Nero before Nero's death  
June 9, 68 AD 

Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians 51AD, Galatians 51, 2 Thessalonians 52, 1 Corinthians 
55, 2 Corinthians 56, Romans 57, Philemon 60, Philippians 61, Colossians 61, 
Ephesians 62, 1 Timothy 64, Titus 64, 2 Timothy 66, & if Paul wrote Hebrews 67AD. 
[All book dates AD from this source rounded to nearest year] 
 
Paul never gave up telling, teaching and writing about the story of the gospel 
of Jesus! 
 
Notes: A- for source click here; All other sources: 62-68 AD and modified by my 
research;  All this is close to the Spain Option in this map of  Paul’s Journeys from 
62-68 AD; although dates differ, click for source;  Timelines from Biblehub. 
 
VII. Summary/ application for Acts 27-28 
 
1. What is your Worldview? Is it Sociological or Biblical A? It determines the choices 
you make on a daily basis.  A- For two worldviews click here.  

2. Am I an encourager that creates the opportunity to witness the gospel to others? 

3. Paul used every opportunity to fulfill his assigned mission from God to deliver the 
gospel to all the nations, even when he was in chains.  
 
4. How can we make the gospel message intriguing and interesting? How does that 
intrigue open the door to share the gospel with others? 
5. Like Paul, our task is to tell the story of Jesus to all people, regardless of their 
response. 
6. Paul never gave up telling, teaching and writing about the story of the gospel of 
Jesus! Will I persevere like Paul by the grace and power of Jesus or take time off. 
7. Scripture Memory #13 - 1 Peter 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;                       
Review                                              
#8 – 1/21/2018 – Psalm 139:14 Thank You for making me so wonderfully complex!  Your 
workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. NLT 
#9 – 1/28/2018 – Ephesians 3:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”  
#10 – 2/4/2018 – Acts 20:24   But I count my life of no value to myself, so that I may 
finish my course and the ministry I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of 
God’s grace.  
#11 – 2/11/2018 – Acts 22:15 For you are to be his witness, telling everyone what you have 
seen and heard.  
#12 – 2/18/2018 – John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach you all things,  

https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/12/27/dates-for-new-testament-books/
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/neros-rome-burns
http://thirdmill.org/magazine/article.asp/link/http:%5E%5Ethirdmill.org%5Earticles%5Ejac_arnold%5ECH.Arnold.CH.6.html/at/The Missionary Journeys and Work of the Apostle Paul: A.D. 47-68
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/pauls-journeys-from-62-68-ad.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/pauls-journeys-from-62-68-ad.pdf
http://www.bible.ca/maps/maps-pauls-acts-29.htm
http://biblehub.com/timeline/new.htm
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/two-worldviews.pdf
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