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#10- 2/4/2018 - Delivered - Acts 20-21 -  Sharing the gospel is worth the 
sacrifice and effort. 

 I. Paul said; " I have fought the good fight," 

2 Timothy 4:7-8..  
 In 67 AD near the end of his life Paul wrote the words above. In the 33 years since 
his conversion he could say "I have fought the good fight," What a goal or vision for 
each of us for our life as disciples. We can look forward to Jesus saying "Well done, 
good and faithful servant!" A  Paul further said " 7bI have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith." And that the Lord would award him the crown of righteousness in v.8.  

After the rapture all disciples will be judged in heaven in our resurrected bodies as to 
our works since our salvation. This judgment will determine whether we receive 
rewards or get into in heaven with our coattails on fire. B   

After the millennium the people who rejected Jesus as their Savior will also be 
judged for their works. They will all be "thrown into the lake of fire" C because their 
names will not be in the book of life. Every person we meet is heading to one of 
these two destinations. Will God we sharie the gospel out of our love for Jesus? 

O God help me to live today as your servant, finishing strong so I can repeat 
the words of Paul near the end.  "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith." [2 Timothy 4:7-8 CSB] 

Notes: A- Matthew 25:21; B- 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, 2 Timothy 
4:8; For crowns in heaven click here. C- Revelation 20:11-15;  For Biblical timeline of 
end time events click here. 

 II. Paul poured himself wholeheartedly into serving Jesus 

Acts 20:9 And there was a young man named Eutychus sitting on the window sill, 
sinking into a deep sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was overcome by sleep 
and fell down from the third floor and was picked up dead. [At Troas] 

Paul left Antioch on his 3rd missionary journey [Acts 18:23] and continued for 3,050 
miles to Jerusalem [Acts 21:15] A On his return route from Corinth in Greece [Achaia] 
and through Macedonia he was in Troas near the North East part of the Aegean Sea 
in the map below. [See page 6 for map.] 

 After seven days, on Sunday, Paul began talking to them intending to leave the next 
day, and he prolonged his message until midnight. Then a young man named 
Eutychus sitting on a window sill, as Paul kept on talking, was overcome by sleand 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+4%3A7-8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+4%3A7-8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A21&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A11-15%2C+2+Corinthians+5%3A10%2C+2+Timothy+4%3A8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A11-15%2C+2+Corinthians+5%3A10%2C+2+Timothy+4%3A8&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2013/10/11/18-heaven-with-crowns-or-burning-coattails-or/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A11-15&version=NASB
http://www.alwaysbeready.com/images/stories/alwaysbeready/Bible_Prophecy_Timeline_by_Charlie_Campbell.pdf
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fell down from the third floor and was picked up dead. But, Paul went down and 
embraced him and the boy was revived. Paul came back up, they all ate together, 
and Paul taught them until morning.  

Two things occur to me from this account. 1] Paul was a strong, faithful servant of 
Jesus who fought the good fight with all his strength his entire life as a disciple of 
Jesus. B Paul never quit even if he put a boy to sleep who died. The boy was revived 
and Paul preached until morning. 2] It reminds of Super Bowl Sunday January 24, 
1982 when I went to sleep on the front row as Dr. Homer Lindsay Jr. preached. He 
was preaching away and said "I know Jesus just like I know these deacons on the 
front row" as he swept his hand around pointing at the men. When he came to me 
his hand stopped and he said "wake up Henry, somebody wake up Henry". I woke 
up. 

We were both good sports about it. He told a joke on himself that night and I laughed 
about being awaken. It has produced a lot of laughter in the last 36 years. To my 
surprise Dr. Lindsay ask me to be the chairman of the deacons in 1983. Jesus is 
good all the time. 

Am I willing to be submissive and pursue with all my strength God's will as 
clearly outlined in the Bible. Sometimes this requires saying no to good things 
that we are skilled at and enjoy to leave energy and time for His will. 

Notes: A- For summary of Paul's 4 Missionary Journeys click here. B- For " I have 
fought the good fight," click here. 

 III. PAUL'S REVIEWS HIS MINISTRY IN EPHESUS - ACTS 20:16-21.. 20 … I did 
not shrink back from proclaiming to you anything that was profitable or from teaching 
it to you in public and from house to house. 21 I testified to both Jews and Greeks 
about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus. 

On his 3rd missionary journey Paul left his home church at Antioch in Syria and 
traveled west to Corinth and then returned eastward hoping to reach Jerusalem by 
the day of Pentecost v.16. He was traveling by ship that stopped at Miletus and the 
elders of the church at Ephesus met him there v.17. 

Paul reminded the elders of his being with them about 3 years serving the Lord with 
humility, tears and trials vv.18-19. He proclaimed everything they needed for life and 
holiness, teaching it to them in public assemblies and from house to house v.20.  He 
proclaimed to both Jews and Greeks the gospel of repentance toward God and faith 
in Jesus for salvation v.21. 

Paul's message reminds disciples today of our responsibility because of our love for 
Jesus; 1] to faithfully proclaim the gospel of repentance and faith to all who will 
listen, 2] to encourage those saved to be baptized and 3] to teach them the 
commandments of the Bible needed to live a productive and fruitful life as a disciple.  
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This passage should cause us to review our service for Jesus in the past and 
set His will as the goal for the future. 

IV. Paul Counted His Life to be of no to Himself - ACTS 20:22-24..22 “And now I 
am on my way to Jerusalem, bound in my spirit [compelled by the Spirit in CSB], not 
knowing what I will encounter there, 23 except that in town after town the Holy Spirit 
testifies to me that chains and afflictions are waiting for me. 24 But I count my life of 
no value to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry I received from 
the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of God’s grace. 

I believed Paul was following his understanding of the will of God to return to 
Jerusalem. This was despite several people on his travels warning him they had 
received word from the Holy Spirit that chains and afflictions awaited him there. 
Could these two words from the Holy Spirit be in conflict or did one have to be false. 
I even remember a good friend teaching many years ago that Paul was in sin as he 
proceeded to Jerusalem.  

I do not think that Paul was sinning by going to Jerusalem. I believe the Spirit was 
directing Paul to go to Jerusalem and then to Rome as recorded in Acts 19:21. The 
warnings others were receiving from the Holy Spirit were an indication of what would 
happen to Paul in Jerusalem. Now we know that the imprisonment in Rome was just 
a stop on Paul's ultimate journey to Rome, arriving in 62 AD, confirming the 
message from the Holy Spirit in [19:21].  

Despite these warnings Paul remained committed to continue to Jerusalem. Like 
most of the 1st century disciples Paul had no fear of dying. He said in Galatians 2:20 
"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me;". He had already died to self and lived by faith in Jesus. Paul’s motivation was 
not self-preservation; his desire was to complete his kingdom assignment and to 
testify to the gospel of grace.  

[Example from Ravi Zacharias sermon 1/28/2018 JAXFBC pastor's Conference- 
every trip as he packs his bag he realizes he may not come back] 

What does it mean to you to fulfill God’s will for your life? Do you honestly 
believe that faithfully fulfilling God’s will, as given in the Bible, brings 
contentment?                                                                                                               

V. Paul's Concern - ACTS 20:25-31..25 “And now I know that none of you will ever 
see my face again—              

Paul said in his letter to Rome in 57 AD [written on this trip] he wanted to transfer his 
work to the western part of the Empire; “But now I no longer have any work to do in 
these regions, and I have strongly desired for many years to come to you 
whenever I travel to Spain. For I hope to see you when I pass through and to be 
assisted by you for my journey there, once I have first enjoyed your company for a 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2019:21&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2019:21&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2%3A20
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while” [Rom. 15:23-24]. Also Paul knew his ministry in Jerusalem could result in 
death. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of everyone’s blood, 
27 for I did not shrink back from declaring to you the whole plan of God.                           
  

Paul may be drawing from the watchman analogy found in Ezekiel 33:1-6. The 
watchman was responsible for blowing the trumpet of warning, but he was not 
responsible for the response of those he warned. Paul had preached the whole 
gospel, he was innocent, calling men to repentance and faith, and now the 
responsibility rested with them.  
28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock that the Holy Spirit has 
appointed you to as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which He 
purchased with His own blood. 

Paul was talking to the elders or pastors of the church in Ephesus and said be on 
guard because you have been appointed by the Holy Spirit. We believe all our 
pastors are called by God. They are to take being our shepherds serious because 
the church was purchased with His blood. 

 29 I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock. 30 And men will rise up from your own number with deviant 
doctrines to lure the disciples into following them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, 
remembering that night and day for three years I did not stop warning each one of 
you with tears. 
Paul saw two potential hazards for the church after his departure. 1] An attack from 
people outside the church would come in among them like savage wolves. 2] 
People from inside the church would rise up with grumbling, complaining or false 
teaching, luring people away from the truth. The pastor is to be alert and be 
reminded of Paul's faithful work of warning for 3 years. Pastors will be held 
accountable by God. [Hebrews 13:17, James 3:1]                                                                                                                          

Am I supporting my pastors and being a faithful watchman proclaiming God's 
truth in each opportunity provided? 

VI. Paul's commendation - ACTS 20:32-35..32 “And now I commit you to God and 
to the message of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an 
inheritance among all who are sanctified.                                                                        

 I like how the Message translates this verse. "Now I’m turning you over to God, our 
marvelous God whose gracious Word can make you into what he wants you to be 
and give you everything you could possibly need in this community of holy friends." 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+33%3A1-6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A17%2C+James+3%3A1&version=NASB
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These elders felt like many of us today that they were inadequate for the task of 
serving Jesus. Paul reminded them and us that God is able to build us up and give 
us everything we could possibly need. This reminds me of "His divine power has 
given us everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of Him 
who called us by His own glory and goodness." [2 Peter 1:3 HCSB] By His all-wise, 
all-powerful, all-present and all-knowing attributes God will provide what is best for 
His children.  

 33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that 
these hands have provided for my needs and for those who were with me.  

Paul used himself as an example. When Paul started a new church in an area he 
worked to support himself, not wanting to burden the new believers with his support. 
However, He was also supported by the churches he previously began. The church 
at Macedonia helping support Paul in Corinth was an example. [2 Corinthians 11:7-
9] In one of his final letters, Paul declared that elders who ruled well and worked 
hard at teaching and preaching the word were worthy of double honor [1 Timothy 
5:17-18]. The context, with its reference to muzzling an ox, clearly refers to financial 
compensation. 
35 In every way I’ve shown you that by laboring like this, it is necessary to help the 
weak and to keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, for He said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’” 
Paul was interested in helping the weak and encouraging disciples to give freely of 
the resources that God has supplied to his people. Someday believers in Jesus in 
the USA may be held accountable for how we have used all the abundant resources 
He has given us.                                                                                                        

Am I consciously daily relying on the divine power of Jesus through the 
knowledge of Him from the Bible and the Holy Spirit? 

VII. Summary Application Acts 20  

Sharing the gospel is worth the sacrifice and effort. 

1. O God help me to live today as your servant finishing strong so I can repeat the 
words of Paul near the end.   "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith." [2 Timothy 4:7-8 CSB]                                                                                               
2. Am I willing to be submissive and pursue with all my strength God's will as clearly 
outlined in the Bible. Sometimes this requires saying no to good things, that we are 
skilled at and enjoy, to leave energy and time for His will.                                                         
3.  Acts 20:18-21 should cause us to review our service for Jesus in the past and set 
His will as the goal for the future.                                                                                                  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A7-9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A7-9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Tim.+5%3A17-18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Tim.+5%3A17-18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+4%3A7-8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ACTS+20%3A16-21+&version=NASB
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4. What does it mean to you to fulfill God’s will for your life? Do you honestly believe 
that faithfully fulfilling God’s will, as given in the Bible, brings contentment? 

5. Am I supporting my pastors and being a faithful watchman proclaiming God's truth 
in each opportunity provided? [Ezekiel 33:1-6]                                                                         
6. Am I consciously daily relying on the divine power of Jesus through the knowledge 
of Him from the Bible and the Holy Spirit?                                                                                
7. Scripture Memory - Acts 20:24  But I count my life of no value to myself, so 
that I may finish my course and the ministry I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify 
to the gospel of God’s grace.  
 
3rd Missionary Journey: Acts 18:23-21:15; 52-59 AD; Paul writes 1&2 Thessalonians, 
1&2 Corinthians, Galatians and Romans; 3,303 miles. Map below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+33%3A1-6&version=NASB
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Scriptures 
I. 2 Timothy 4:7-8 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;8 in the 
future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who 
have loved His appearing. 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it 
because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each 
man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a 
reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be 
saved, yet so as through fire. 

II. Acts 9:9-12.. 9 and a young man named Eutychus was sitting on a window sill and 
sank into a deep sleep as Paul kept on talking. When he was overcome by sleep, he 
fell down from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 But Paul went down, bent 
over him, embraced him, and said, “Don’t be alarmed, because he’s alive.” 11 After 
going upstairs, breaking the bread, and eating, Paul talked a long time until dawn. 
Then he left. 12 They brought the boy home alive and were greatly comforted. 
 
IV. Acts 19:21 21 After these events, Paul resolved by the Spirit to pass through 
Macedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem. “After I’ve been there,” he said, “It is 
necessary for me to see Rome as well.” 
 
V. Acts 20:25-31.. 25 “And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went 
about preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my face. 26 Therefore, I testify to you 
this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I did not shrink from 
declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 28 Be on guard for yourselves and for 
all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I know that after my 
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from 
among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for 
a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 
 
IV. The Watchman’s Duty 
Ezekiel 33:1-6.. And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, speak 
to the sons of your people and say to them, ‘If I bring a sword upon a land, and the 
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people of the land take one man from among them and make him their 
watchman, 3 and he sees the sword coming upon the land and blows on the trumpet 
and warns the people, 4 then he who hears the sound of the trumpet and does not 
take warning, and a sword comes and takes him away, his blood will be on 
his own head. 5 He heard the sound of the trumpet but did not take warning; his 
blood will be on himself. But had he taken warning, he would have delivered his 
life. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet and 
the people are not warned, and a sword comes and takes a person from them, he 
is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require from the watchman’s hand.’ 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over 
your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 

James 3:1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such 
we will incur a stricter judgment. 

VI. 1 Timothy 5:17-18  
17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “YOU 
SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING,” and “The laborer is worthy of his 
wages.” 
 


