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#10 - 5/6/2018 - Displaying the Gospel - 2 Corinthians 4-5 
Believers can face life with confidence, knowing that the power of the gospel can be 
revealed through unworthy, weak and frail Disciples.  
 
I. Motivation because of the Disciples future in heaven - 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
NLT.. 6 So we are always confident and know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord.  
 

As Disciples we confidently know that our souls [we] are in our body and neither 
body nor soul is in our heavenly home with Jesus. "Even though the body is destined 
to die because of sin, unless the Lord returns first, the Spirit gives eternal life to the 
Disciples body today so that they may serve God [A, B & C]." [D]  
8 In fact, we are confident, and we* would prefer to be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord. [*our soul] 
  
V.8 makes it clear when we die our soul will leave this body and will immediately be 
at home with Jesus. Paul also said when a Disciple dies they will "depart and be with 
Christ for that is very much better”  [E] "Therefore, since we also have such a large 
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that 
so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us," [F] Dr. 
Vines said this is a picture of a large group of saints whose souls are already in 
heaven. These witnesses are encouraging Disciples today to lay aside sin and run 
the race of life with endurance--finishing strong. [G] 
 
Then at the rapture all the believers in Jesus will be resurrected; those who are alive 
and those whose bodies are in the grave will be resurrected and joined with their 
soul already in heaven. [H] 
 
 9 Therefore,… we make it our aim to be pleasing to him. 10 For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may be repaid for what he has done 
in the body, whether good or evil. 
 
VV.8-9 says that Disciples aim is to please God on earth in preparation for the 
judgment seat of Disciples in heaven. This judgment is described as our works being 
tried by fire. [I & J] 
 
Do you desire to please the Lord and be prepared for the judgment seat in 
heaven? 
Notes: A- Romans 8:9-11,16; B- 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; C- Ephesians 1:13-14, D- 
The Bible Commentary NT by Warren Wiersbe order here; E- Philippians 1:23b; 
F- Hebrews 12:1; G- From the Believer's guide to Hebrews by Jerry Vines p. 
200, order here; H- No Fear in death; I- Heaven with crowns or burning coattails; J-  
Rewards Revelation 22:12, Hebrews 11:26,1 Corinthians 9:24-25,  2 Corinthians 
4:16-18, 5:9-10,2 Timothy 4:7-8, Galatians 6:9,Matthew 25:23; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A1-10&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A1-10&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A9-11%2C16&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A19-20&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A13-14&version=CSB
https://www.amazon.com/Wiersbe-Bible-Commentary-NT-Commentaries/dp/0781445396/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&qid=1525450731&sr=8-5&keywords=warren+wiersbe
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A23&version=CSB
https://www.amazon.com/Believers-Guide-Hebrews-Jerry-Vines/dp/0872138968/ref=sr_1_22?ie=UTF8&qid=1525548871&sr=8-22&keywords=jerry+vines
https://thehlukejourney.com/2016/04/20/loss-of-fear-of-death-208/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2013/10/11/18-heaven-with-crowns-or-burning-coattails-or/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A12%2C+Hebrews+11%3A26%2C1+Corinthians+9%3A24-25%2C++2+Corinthians+4%3A16-18%2C+5%3A9-10%2C2+Timothy+4%3A7-8%2C+Galatians+6%3A9%2CMatthew+25%3A23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A12%2C+Hebrews+11%3A26%2C1+Corinthians+9%3A24-25%2C++2+Corinthians+4%3A16-18%2C+5%3A9-10%2C2+Timothy+4%3A7-8%2C+Galatians+6%3A9%2CMatthew+25%3A23&version=NASB
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II. God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one - 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NLT 
3 If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people 
who are perishing. 4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of 
those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. 
They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact 
likeness of God. 

Each Disciple has three great enemies: the world, their own flesh and Satan. Paul 
said Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t 
believe and are perishing. They don’t understand this message about the glory of 
Jesus, who is the exact likeness of God.   

God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one. "There is one and only one living 
and true God. …The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, 

or being." [A] Jesus said "I and the Father are one, [B] and He who sees Me sees 
the One who sent Me. [C] 

Warren Wiersbe said "the world is opposed by God the Father, the flesh is opposed 
by God the Holy Spirit and Satan is opposed by God the Son-Jesus." [D] 

Jesus was victorious on the cross over Satan and death. [E] In the future Jesus is 
coming the 2nd time with His saints in great victory; [F] 

What a great day that will be when Jesus and all the saints, children of God, 
come back to earth in great victory! 

Notes: A- From Southern Baptist Basic Beliefs- click here; B- John 10:30; C- John 
12:45 & Matthew 28:19-20; D- From Exploring 2 Corinthians by John Phillips', pp.85-
86, to order click here; E- 1 Corinthians 15:55, 57; F- Revelation 19:11-21;  

III. Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus as Lord - 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 NASB..5 For we 
do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-
servants for Jesus’ sake.  

V.5 Paul did not preach about himself but the Lord Jesus Christ. Lord means that 
He and Creator and Sustainer of the universe and is supreme over it including His 
Disciples. [A & B] Jesus said "Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I 
say?" [C] Jesus refers to the historical person who lived on earth, was crucified, rose 
from the dead and ascended to heaven. Christ means “Messiah,” the fulfillment of 
Old Testament prophecy about the 1st coming of Jesus. Those who acknowledge 
Jesus as Lord accept His lordship and have become His loyal, and obedient 
servants. Paul was the servant of Jesus; he would therefore serve others for Jesus 
sake because that was his Master’s bidding.  
 

http://www.sbc.net/aboutus/basicbeliefs.asp
https://www.amazon.com/Exploring-Corinthians-John-Phillips-Commentary/dp/0825434777/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525217152&sr=8-1&keywords=Exploring+2+corinthians+by+john+phillips
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A55%2C+57&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+19%3A11-21&version=NASB
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in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ. 

V.6 God’s creative work began by calling forth the light: “darkness was over the 
surface… Let there be light” [D]. Also God called forth the light of the gospel into 
Paul’s and our spiritual darkness: God "has shone in our hearts." "Therefore if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 
things have come." [E]. Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me 
will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” [F]  

Paul received revelation about God’s glory directly from Jesus since none of the 
New Testament had been written at that time. [G] We can receive the same 
revelation today from scripture and the Holy Spirit for salvation and spiritual growth. 
[H] 

When Disciples embrace the Person and presence of Jesus they begin to 
experience growth in the life-changing glory of God one day at a time.  

What do you think of Paul’s comparing the original creation of light to the light 
God sends into someone’s life at conversion? Are you growing spiritually 
every day? Would your friends say you desire for Jesus to be Lord every day? 
What does it mean for believers today to proclaim Jesus exclusively? 

Notes: A- Colossians 1:15-17; B- The "Word" in this scripture is Jesus the Creator, 
John 1:1-3; C- Luke 6:46; D- Genesis 1:2-3; E- 2 Corinthians 5:17; F- John 8:12; 9:5; 
G- Galatians 1:12, 16-19; H- Romans 10:17, John 17:22-23, 2 Peter 1:3, John 
14:26,16:13-14,Ephesians 3:16, Romans 8:26, Be filled by the Spirit; 

IV. Live to demonstrate the power of God - 2 Corinthians 4:7-9 NASB..7 But we 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power 
will be of God and not from ourselves;  

In Paul’s illustration, the point was not to keep the treasure hidden, but rather to 
contrast the value of the gospel with the weakness of the gospel messengers. God 
has seen to it that humans, with physical bodies subject to sickness and lives fraught 
with trouble and sin, were His instruments. He did this so that the instruments might 
not be praised for their greatness, cleverness, and power, but that all will recognize 
God as the source of this great power.  
8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 
9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15-17&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-3&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A12%3B+9%3A5&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+1%3A12%2C16-19&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A17%2C+John+17%3A22-23%2C+2+Peter+1%3A3%2C+John+14%3A26%2C16%3A13-14%2CEphesians+3%3A16%2C+Romans+8%3A26&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A17%2C+John+17%3A22-23%2C+2+Peter+1%3A3%2C+John+14%3A26%2C16%3A13-14%2CEphesians+3%3A16%2C+Romans+8%3A26&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/04/09/ephesians-518c-be-filled-with-the-spirit-or-filled-by-the-spirit/


 #10 - 5/6/2018 - Displaying the gospel - 2 Corinthians 4-5                                                                                                                                                                                4 
Vv.8-9 Paul used contrasting pairs, with the first element describing his human 
weakness and the second element showing the results of God’s power. This 
demonstrates living as followers of Jesus in this present evil age:  

Earthen vessels (Paul; believers) Results of Treasure (Power of God) 

Afflicted in every way Not crushed 

Perplexed Not despairing 

Persecuted Not forsaken 

Struck down Not destroyed 

2 Corinthians 4:10-12 NASB..10 always carrying about in the body the dying of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we 
who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life 
of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but 
life in you.  * manifested is to reveal 

Three times Paul noted his constant experience with death [underlined above]. He 
was constantly aware of Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross. If Jesus had been 
given over to death, then it was no surprise for His followers to endure sufferings 
repeatedly.  

Jesus was crucified but resurrected. Paul experienced the resurrection life of Jesus 
throughout his ministry; as he waited for his own final resurrection. Three times in 
this passage he noted his understanding of this kind of life [bolded above].   

Paul life revealed the glory of Jesus [John 17:22-23 and here]. The Corinthians had 
also begun to experience this glory as "life in you". The death and the resurrection 
life of Jesus go hand in hand. 

Is the glory of Jesus being revealed in my life every day at my expense with no 
expectation of merit for me? 
 

V. A Disciples purpose is to reveal the glory of God - 2 Corinthians 4:13-15 
NASB..13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I BELIEVED, 
THEREFORE I SPOKE,” we also believe, therefore we also speak,  

V.13 Paul quoted a line from Psalm 116:10: "I believed, therefore I spoke." [A] The 
entire Psalm, tells of affliction and suffering yet also rescue and thanksgiving for 
deliverance. The psalmist, like Paul, experienced both the possibility of death and 
life and he focused on belief in God. Thus, Paul claimed to have the same spirit of 
faith as the psalmist, because both trusted in God "we also believe, and therefore 
speak." [v.13c] 
14 knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will 
present us with you.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A22-23&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2014/07/28/do-you-have-the-glory-of-god-within-you-52/
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V.14 Paul turned to confidence about his future life in the presence of Jesus 
forever. Those who are united with Jesus in His death are also united to Him in His 
resurrection [B]. Paul was certain of his and the Corinth Disciples future 
resurrection—"us with you"—will be raised. All believers in Jesus by grace through 
faith not of works may be confident of their future resurrection. [Ephesians 2:8-9]  
15 For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is spreading to more and 
more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God. 

V.15 Paul served the Lord for reasons outside himself. First, horizontally: through 
his ministry more and more people experienced God’s grace through the gospel. It 
was more important for others to come to faith in Christ than for Paul to experience a 
life of comfort and pleasure. Second, vertically. His ultimate purpose in life was to 
glorify God. Thus, when more people were saved, this would cause thanksgiving to 
increase in their prayers, which displayed God’s glory. Paul understood that God’s 
purpose for Disciples is to reveal the glory of God.  

How did Paul define success for himself?  How should believers understand 
success in this life? Am I more concerned about comfort and pleasure or my 
life revealing the glory of God? 

Notes: A- Psalms 116:10a NKJV; B- 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 

VI. Focus on the eternal not the temporary- 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
NASB..16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet 
our inner man is being renewed day by day. 

 V.16 despite weakness and suffering we do not give up because of God’s power 
demonstrated through us and our hope in a future in heaven. Paul kept on following 
the Lord’s call on his life, as difficult as this was. He acknowledged the physical toll: 
our outer person is decaying.  

As one of the “earthen vessels” with “mortal flesh” we are moving toward bodily 
death. [A] Yet human mortality and his sufferings were not worth comparing with the 
glorious spiritual reality that Paul already enjoyed— our inner person is "being 
renewed day by day" v.18c.  "His mercies begin afresh each morning." [B] Our true 
self, our soul, has the daily delight of renewed life because of Jesus. [C] 
17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far 
beyond all comparison,  

V.17 We are further strengthened in our daily struggles by an understanding of our 
future in heaven. They were merely a "momentary light affliction." He judged his 
afflictions as light when measured by the eternal weight of glory waiting for him. 
Compare with the results of his struggles, in vv.8-9. 
18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+116%3A10&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A13-18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A8-9&version=NASB
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V.18 Paul determined not to focus on things that are visible but temporary [seen- 
his present sufferings]; instead to focus on invisible realities that are eternal [not 
seen- trusting Jesus one day at a time and the future experience of home in heaven 
with Jesus and other departed saints.]  Therefore fix our spiritual eye on what is 
unseen. 

How does the glory reserved for us in the future serve as motivation in the 
now to be faithful and courageous in suffering? 
Notes: A- 2 Corinthians 4:7,11; B- Lamentations 3:23b NLT; [C] Ephesians 1:13-14, 
 
VII. Summary/application for 2 Corinthians 4-5: 
1. Believers can face life with confidence, knowing that the power of the gospel can 
be revealed through unworthy, weak and frail Disciples.  
2. What do you think of Paul’s comparing the original creation of light to the light God 
sends into someone’s life at conversion [2 Corinthians 4:6]? What does it mean for 
believers today to proclaim Jesus exclusively? Are you growing spiritually every 
day? Would your friends say you desire for Jesus to be Lord every day? 

3. How did Paul define success for himself [2 Corinthians 4:15]?  How should 
believers understand success in this life? Am I more concerned about my comfort 
and pleasure or my life revealing the glory of God? 

4. How does the glory reserved for us in the future in heaven serve as stimulation in 
the now to be faithful and courageous in suffering? 
5. Do you desire to please the Lord and be prepared for the judgment seat in 
heaven? 
6. Is the glory of God being revealed in my life every day at my expense and with no 
expectation of merit for me? 

7. When Disciples embrace the Person and presence of Jesus they begin to 
experience growth in the life-changing glory of God one day at a time.  

8. Scripture memory - 2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from 
ourselves; NASB 

For comparison: [2 Corinthians 4:7 Amplified Bible AMP 7 But we have this 
precious treasure [the good news about salvation] in [unworthy] earthen vessels [of 
human frailty], so that the grandeur and surpassing greatness of the power will be 
[shown to be] from God [His sufficiency] and not from ourselves. 

2 Corinthians 4:7 New Living Translation NLT We now have this light shining in 
our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. 
This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves.  

2 Corinthians 4:7 Christian Standard Bible CSB Now we have this treasure in clay 
jars, so that this extraordinary power may be from God and not from us.] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A7%2C11&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+3%3A23&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A13-14&version=NASB
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