
 #10 - 5/6/2018 - Displaying the gospel - 2 Corinthians 4-5                                                                                                                                                                                1 
#11 - 5/13/2018 - Becoming New - 2 Corinthians 5-7 
Believers faithfully represent Christ by living as new creations reconciled to Him. 
 
I. The great exchange - 2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be 
sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

I believe this is one of the most important verses in the Bible in describing the 
meaning of the death of Jesus. Paul was explaining the connection between Jesus’ 
crucifixion and reconciliation with God. I have come to appreciate and mediate on 
this verse more since 2010. Let's look at each phrase: 

• He made…Reconciliation began with God sacrificing Jesus on the cross. As 
prophesied in Isaiah Jesus was:  4 struck down by God, and afflicted. 6 and the LORD 
has punished him for the iniquity of us all 10 Yet the LORD was pleased to crush him 
severely. 12 he willingly submitted to death, yet he bore the sin of many [From Isaiah 
53:4-6,10-12] 

• Him who knew no sin… Jesus was the sinless Son of God, divine yet human.  

• To be sin… Jesus did not become a sinner on the cross, but He became a one 
time offering for the sin for all the humans who ever lived on earth [Hebrews 10:10-
13; Numbers 6:14; Isaiah 53:4-5,10].  

•  on our behalf… Paul was talking about the great exchange. Jesus took our sins 
upon Himself. The Old Testament sacrificial system was a picture of the sacrifice of 
Jesus [Leviticus 16:9-10, Leviticus 5:5-10].  

• so that we might become the righteousness of God… Here is the other side of 
the great exchange. Believing sinners receive more than forgiveness of sins. They 
receive righteousness as a gift from God. Paul wrote, we are a “new creature” [2 
Corinthians 5:17].  

• in him… Reconciliation is available to all but occurs only for those who have 
voluntarily believed in Jesus and "by grace have been saved through faith". 
[Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 10:9,13; 1 Corinthians 1:30]. 

Have you made the great exchange of your sin for the righteousness of God 
and now live eternally? 
II. Is Jesus my motive in life? - 2 Corinthians 5:11-15..  
14a For the love of Christ controls us 
 
Our motives are very important in our service in the kingdom of God. The motive 
driving all of Paul’s ministry was God: 11 “the fear of the Lord” , 13 "it is for God" and 
14 “the love of Christ controls us” .  
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Paul said this motive should be at the center of everyone’s life: Jesus 15“died for all, 
so that they who live A might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died 
and rose again on their behalf.”  
 
May those "who live", that is those who have "become the righteousness of God", A 
allow our lives, our thoughts, and our desires be according to the will of our 
merciful God who loves His children. His will for us is revealed in the Bible [2 
Peter 1:3].  
 
"no longer live for themselves" ---live self-centered [living for my self--the world 
system, Satan and our flesh promote this, consequences--bad fruit, reap thorn filled 
life & deeds of the flesh B], 
"but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf" ---live Jesus-centered [living 
for Jesus who died and arose again for me, consequences--reap good fruit C]  

All of us have a motive for living and make a daily choice at the cross and moment 
by moment choices as heat or rain arrives in our life---Jesus-centered or Self-
centered! D 

Being honest with yourself and God, what is your true motive for living? Do 
you find that your motives are hard to know or are mixed? How could this 
passage help in knowing and directing your motives in to be Jesus-centered?  

Notes: A- Romans 8:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21; B- Galatians 5:19-21; C- Galatians 5:22-
23a; D- To see definition of Cross, Heat or Rain, Fruit or Thorns click on this link  
Living Jesus-centered 

III. Change in Paul's perspective of Jesus - 2 Corinthians 5:16 Therefore from 
now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known 
Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.  

"from now on" looks back to the supernatural transformation in Paul's life when he 
believed in Jesus. The sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross changed everything for 
Paul and all who believe in Jesus. His life was no longer self-centered but Jesus-
centered. After this change, Paul viewed Jesus and other people differently.  

"according to the flesh" the opposite of the spiritual life; describes Paul’s attitude 
and beliefs about life that he held before his conversion. Unbelievers reject Jesus 
and do not have the Holy Spirit and therefore are unable to grasp the things of God. 
Before his conversion, Paul considered Jesus to be a blasphemer and liar who was 
rightly crucified for claiming to be divine. Paul further believed that he, not Jesus, 
was doing God’s will. He zealously persecuted those who disagreed with his false 
understanding of Jesus.  

After his salvation "now we know Him in this way no longer." Paul’s perspective of 
Jesus was changed by meeting Him and believing in Him.  

What is your view of who and what is Jesus?  
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IV. Reborn 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  

Most unbelievers today do not have a violently negative view of Jesus, like Saul A. 
However, they have a naturalistic, evolution and anti-God worldview. They view 
Jesus as a good man, a wise teacher, or just another founder of an ancient religion.  

All of these "old things" will "pass away" when they believe in Jesus and "new things 
have come." The believer in Jesus has made a 180 degree change, or repentance, 
from rejecting Jesus to being "in Christ". By the supernatural power of God they 
have literally become a "new creature". 

What are the attributes of this new creature? Here are a few. 

They will become a Temple of God and be filled with the Holy Spirit at the instant of 
salvation and have His presence and power daily for the rest of their life on earth.  

The veil that Satan had blinded them with will be removed and they can read and 
study the Bible with understanding and application.  

As they grow in God's grace they will have a desire to be: holy, faithful and good, 
love Jesus; love others & offer them forgiveness, mercy & grace; and hate their own 
sin.  

The new creature will desire to obey all the commandments including all those in the 
New Testament because they love Jesus.  

Diligent daily pursuit of these attributes by God's grace will result in an intimate 
relationship with Jesus and advance the Disciple toward God's goal for every 
believer to "be conformed to the image of his Son".  

How are you doing at growth in your intimate relationship with Jesus and 
advancing daily in God's goal "be conformed to the image of his Son"? 

Notes: A- Acts 7:58-8:3; 

V. Reconciled for a ministry of reconciliation -  2 Corinthians 5:18-19.. 18 Now all 
these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation,  

"Now all these things are from God" summarizes Paul’s declaration that salvation is 
a spiritual rebirth and transformation accomplished by God alone and signifies every 
element of salvation A. Salvation is God’s work alone therefore it cannot be attributed 
to the person who is saved. Salvation is "the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" to those who believe in Jesus. [Romans 6:23]  

Two times vv.18-19 says that God "reconciled us to Himself through Christ" and 
"God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself".  

Paul used the term "reconcile" to describe a change of relationship between God 
and sinful humanity. Human sin creates a separation and enmity between a holy 
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God and humankind; God initiated the act of reconciliation by providing His Son 
Jesus as the perfect sacrifice for sinners so that sinners can be reconciled to God. 
[Colossians 1:21-22]. Christ’s death on the cross puts away the Disciples guilt as 
sinners and establishes a new relationship of peace with God [Romans 5:1]. We can 
then have the peace of God. [Philippians 4:6-7] 

In vv.18-19 Paul said God 18c"gave us the ministry of reconciliation" and 19a"He 
has committed to us the word of reconciliation".  

These verses give every believer the responsibility to declare the gospel of Jesus to 
the lost world. We cannot save the lost but we can deliver the message so God can 
save those who voluntarily accept the gospel message. 

How focused are you on the ministry of reconciliation that Jesus gave you? 
Notes A- Click for 12 Amazing chances that occur when a person believes 
in Jesus 
 
VI. Disciples are to be ambassadors for Jesus - 2 Corinthians 5:20a Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Christ,  
In vv.18-19 Paul said God 18c"gave us the ministry of reconciliation" and 19a"He 
has committed to us the word of reconciliation".  

Paul reinforces this responsibility by calling Disciples "ambassadors for Christ" in 
v.20a. Believers [or Disciples as I describe us] are citizens of two worlds; our life as 
citizens on earth and as citizens in God's kingdom. An ambassador represents their 
country's interests to another country. Disciples are ambassadors carrying the 
gospel message to the lost in the entire world. [Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:19-20] 

Do you think God was serious when He mentions the Disciples ministry of 
reconciliation in two verses [vv.18-19], saying we are His ambassadors v.20a, 
commanding His Disciples to go making Disciples in all the world [Acts 1:8, Matthew 
28:19-20] and in other places in scripture?  

2 Corinthians  6:1 As God’s partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift 
of God’s kindness and then ignore it. NLT 

Paul uses "we" to indicate Paul and God are urging all Disciples not to ignore our 
"marvelous gift" of salvation from God but to be ambassadors for the gospel in the 
ministry of reconciliation.    

Are you and I serious about obeying these many commands 

Are you actively being an ambassador for Jesus or ignoring your "marvelous 
gift" of salvation from God? 
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VII. Summary/application 2 Corinthians 5-6: 

1. Have you made the great exchange of your sin for the righteousness of God and 
now live eternally? 

2. Being honest with yourself and God, what is your true motive for living? Do you 
find that your motives are hard to know or are mixed? What will you do if you have 
mixed motives? 

3. What is your view of who and what is Jesus?  

4. How are you doing at growth in your intimate relationship with Jesus and 
advancing daily in God's goal to "be conformed to the image of his Son"? 

5. Are you actively being a reconciler, ambassador, discipler and witness for Jesus 
or ignoring your "marvelous gift" of salvation from God? 

7. Scripture memory - 2 Corinthians 5:14-15.. 14 For the love of Christ controls 
us,… 15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, 
but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


