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I. The one-verse way to a relationship with God! 
 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (NASB)  

 
 
 
 

Wages- Can you explain what wages are? Have you ever worked for wages? How 
would you feel if after a week's work your boss said you are not going to get paid 
today? We know its right to be paid. We also earn wages from sin. 
 
Sin produces wages. What do you think of when you hear the word sin? Sin can be 
both an attitude and action? If both which is the driver? Does God ever seem far 
away? Sin is apathy or rebellion against God. In either case what happens to our 
relationship with God? 
 
Death always results in separation. When a living person is dead to God we are 
separated from Him. We have no relationship to God. When problems come in life 
we cannot turn to God because we are separated from Him. When we look for hope 
we are left to them selves and others, often we are hopeless. 
 
But symbolizes that the bad is about to be contrasted with the good. 
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Gift - If wages are something we earn what is a gift? If something is a gift what 
happens if we refuse it?  
 
God has a free gift for each person. Sin is leaving God out of our lives either by 
apathy or active rebellion. We are self-centered and consumed with our selves. God 
is just the opposite, He is selfless and loves every person and wants everyone to 
accept His free gift. 
 
Eternal life is the opposite of death on the other side of the chasm. God created 
people and wants them to have a relationship with Him that is an eternal friendship. 
What an amazing thought. We become His children and friend forever and as a 
result can go to Him for help and hope. We are never alone again. 
 
Jesus is the source of eternal life because of His death on the cross. On the 3rd day 
He arose and 40 days later He ascended to heaven. When a person chooses sin 
there are wages, death. Someone must pay the penalty for sin? Jesus died in our 
place and gives each person the opportunity to exchange their sin for a relationship 
with God for eternity.  
 
Believe - If you accept the fact that you have sinned and desire Jesus to be Lord of 
your life; you can ask for forgiveness of your sin believing in Jesus as Savior. Then 
you cross over the bridge from death to eternal life. It is an instant exchange and 
lasts forever on earth and in heaven. 
 
Each person has a choice to either reject or accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. We 
can be children of God and receive the help and hope He offers, or we can continue 
to try to live without Him. 
 
As you look at this illustration, what do you need to do to have eternal life and be a 
member of the family of God? Do you have any questions? 
 
Is there anything that keeps you from believing in Jesus and beginning that 
relationship now? 
 
If so you can pray for forgiveness based on the death and resurrection of Jesus in 
your own words or you can pray this simple prayer. 
 
Simple prayer: "Lord Jesus, I want to know You personally. Thank You for dying on 
the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord 
of my life. Thank You for forgiving me of my sins and giving me eternal life. Make me 
the kind of person You want me to be." Amen 
 
Ideas for this post came from "One-Verse Evangelism" published by the Navigators. To read an 
on line version click here or to order click here. For a short video tutorial click here. The tutorial 
is very good. 

https://www.navpress.com/p/one-verse-evangelism/9780972902366
https://www.navigators.org/resource/one-verse-evangelism/
https://www.amazon.com/One-Verse-Evangelism-Randy-Raysbrook/dp/0972902368/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1521312943&sr=8-1&keywords=one+verse+evangelism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivzlgnK4iws
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II. Share Jesus because we love people -  Jesus said the second most important 
commandment is ‘you shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ A The most important 
prerequisites for being a good witness for Jesus are; knowing Jesus personally 
growing in fellowship and loving other people. An effective witness is not someone 
trying to be sure to meet a goal but someone who shares out of love. 

1 Peter 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, [1] always being ready to 
make a defense [2] to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is 
in you, ]3] yet with gentleness and reverence; [4] (NASB) 

[1] Daily set apart Jesus as Lord and Master in your life!  

[2] If He is Lord and Master we will love others and want them to know the peace 
that comes from knowing Jesus personally. We will: begin the day praying for divine 
appointments to share our faith; have simple faith stories based on our life to use as 
gospel message starters; pray on the spot short prayers for guidance; this being 
ready may require many meetings even over many years as we model the love of 
Jesus and relate our faith stories. We never want to bruise the fruit by prematurely 
going too deep. Always follow the Holy Spirit's lead. 

[3] Then when the opportunity arises we can give an account of how we were saved 
and share the plan of salvation fully, asking for a commitment then or after further 
thought. 

[4] The witness is always to be gentle and reverent as an instrument of God's 
sharing the love of Jesus. 

Notes: A- Mark 12:28-31 CSB; 

III. Jesus shared with a Samaritan woman by asking and answering questions - 
a model for disciples today 
7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. 

“Give me a drink,” Jesus said to her, 

 9 “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” she 
asked him.  
10 Jesus answered, “If you knew the gift of God, and who is saying to you, ‘Give me 
a drink,’ you would ask him, and he would give you living water.” 
11 “Sir,” said the woman, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is deep.  
13 Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks from this water will get thirsty again. 14 But 
whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty again. In fact, 
the water I will give him will become a well of water springing up in him for eternal 
life.” 
15 “Sir,” the woman said to him, “give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and 
come here to draw water.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A28-31&version=CSB
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17 “I don’t have a husband,” she answered. 

“You have correctly said, ‘I don’t have a husband,’” Jesus said. 18 “For you’ve had 
five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband.” 
19 “Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that you are a prophet..” 
21 Jesus told her, “Believe me, woman, 23 an hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth.  
25 The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 
26 Jesus told her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.” 
28 Then the woman left her water jar, went into town, and told the people,  
39 Now many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of what the 
woman said when she testified, “He told me everything I ever did.”  

Notes: A- John 4:1-41 (CSB) 

 

IV. In 5BC God spoke to us through His Son Jesus 

Hebrews 1: 1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many 
portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom 
He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is 
the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  
From creation to the birth of Jesus, God spoke through the prophets. It began with 
the Lord God saying to Adam and Eve; the Seed of a woman [virgin birth] will bruise 
Satan's head. A Throughout the Old Testament there are more than 300 prophecies 
of the coming of Jesus. B 
Then God sent Jesus the Creator and Sustainer of the universe into the world. He 
announced Him as His Son, heir of all things. Jesus radiates the glory of God and is 
an exact representation of His nature. Jesus came as a human so He could reveal 
the nature and glory of God to all people.  

After Jesus died to pay for the wrath of God for the sins of all people He ascended 
into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 

God revealed Himself through His Son Jesus. 

Notes: A- Genesis 3:15, B- For list of prophecies click here; 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A1-41&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A15&version=NASB
http://www.accordingtothescriptures.org/prophecy/353prophecies.html
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V. Jesus is much better than the angels - Hebrew 1: 4 having become as much 
better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. 5 For to 
which of the angels did He ever say, “YOU ARE MY SON,… And again, “I WILL BE A 
FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME”?  
6 … He says, “AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM.” 8 But about the Son he 
says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 
13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, “SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE 
YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET”? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation? 

Jesus is much better than the angels because: [1] Jesus has inherited a more 
excellent name. [2] God said of Jesus, You are My Son. [3] At the birth of Jesus, 
God said "the angels of God worship Jesus". [4] God said "Your throne is eternal". 
And [5] God said Jesus was to sit at His right hand until all Your enemies are 
defeated.  

On the other hand angels are ministering saints for the disciples or saints who have 
believed in Jesus. They are watching over those saints that have accepted the free 
gift of salvation paid for by Jesus.  

Jesus is much better than the angels. 
VI. Jesus is greater than Solomon Mathew 12:42 The Queen of the South will rise 
up with this generation at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from 
the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater 
than Solomon is here. 

 
V. 42 is one of the responses A Jesus gave to the request for a sign. B   
 
Jesus said at the judgment day the Queen will condemn this generation because 
you refuse to listen to Jesus who is greater than Solomon. Even today 3,000 years 
later Solomon is recognized as a man of great wisdom. When Solomon ascended to 
the throne God ask him what he wanted from God and Solomon replied wisdom. C  In 
the early years of his Solomon used the wisdom of God to rule, build the great 
Temple and vastly expand the riches and territory of Israel. D 

 

However, in his later years Solomon acquired 1,000 wives and concubines from 
many country's worshipping false god's. The pleasures of life, power, wealth and 
women led Solomon away from the wisdom of God. God told him he could remain 
king, but the nation would be taken from his son. E Solomon wrote Ecclesiastics to 
describe his folly. 
 
Contrast this with Jesus who created and sustains the universe and lived a perfect 
life on earth obeying the will of God to die for the sins of all humans. He arose and is 
now in heaven at the right hand of God as all disciples High Priests, Intercessor and 
Advocate. F  
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Jesus is greater than Solomon! 
 
Notes: A- Jesus is greater than Jonah click here; B- Matthew 12:38; C- 1 Chronicles 
1:7-12; D- For map "Empire of David and Solomon" click here; E- 1 Kings 11:9-14; 
F- Colossians 1:16-17, Matthew 26:39, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Matthew 28:6, Acts 1:9-
11, Hebrews 8:1, 1 John 2:1, Hebrews 4:14, 7:25 
 
VII. Jesus is greater than Jonah 
On another occasion Jesus referred to himself as “greater than Jonah” A. We live in 
a world of hate and racial prejudice. It has always been so. More than 2,700 years 
ago Jonah was commissioned by God to take his message of repentance and 
forgiveness to the Ninevites. He did not want to go and ran. He wanted to see them 
punished by God and destroyed. 
 
There is a second aspect to Jonah’s resistance. He was preserved from death for 
three days in the belly of a great fish in a supernatural way by God’s protective 
power. Under natural circumstances, he would have died. Jonah’s survival against 
all odds was a picture of God restoring His Son. Jesus would bring the message of 
forgiveness and demonstrate that he is the Son of God with power by His 
resurrection. 
 
Jonah was called to love the people whom he hated, and tell them of God’s love for 
them. People often misunderstand what this means. To question how God could ask 
us to love our enemies is to reduce love to a feeling and ignore the action that love 
requires. 
 
Jesus said; “I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you.”B The Disciples of Jesus are to follow His example C, not Jonah’s, to 
demonstrate their love by sharing the gospel with their enemies and pray for the 
salvation of those who persecute them. 
 
I will make a supreme effort to [1] love people who don’t think like me, [2] pray 
for people in my city to be saved and [3] pray for His glory to be revealed in my 
life every day at my expense. 
 
Notes: A- Matthew 12:41; B- Matthew 5:44; C- 1 Peter 2:21; Modified from “Why 
Jesus” by Ravi Zacharias p. 241-242, to order click here. 
 

Scripture Memory 1 Peter 3:15  sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts a, 
always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account 
for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;   a–set apart Jesus as 
Lord and Master in your life! 

 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/03/17/jesus-is-greater-than-jonah/
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/empire-of-david-and-solomon.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+11%3A9-14&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A16-17%2C+Matthew+26%3A39%2C+2+Corinthians+5%3A21%2C+Matthew+28%3A6%2C+Acts+1%3A9-11%2C+Hebrews+8%3A1%2C+1+John+2%3A1%2C+Hebrews+4%3A14%2C+7%3A25&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A16-17%2C+Matthew+26%3A39%2C+2+Corinthians+5%3A21%2C+Matthew+28%3A6%2C+Acts+1%3A9-11%2C+Hebrews+8%3A1%2C+1+John+2%3A1%2C+Hebrews+4%3A14%2C+7%3A25&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/03/17/jesus-is-greater-than-jonah/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+12%3A41&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+2%3A21&version=NASB
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Jesus-Rediscovering-Marketed-Spirituality/dp/0892963050/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1520716312&sr=8-1&keywords=why+jesus+ravi+zacharias



