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#4 - 3/25/2018 -  Influencing for Jesus - 1 Corinthians 8-11:1  
Believers represent God by using their influence to bring others to Him. 
 
I. Paul would not do anything to cause a person to fall 1 Corinthians 8:13 
Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat 
meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall. 
 
There was a debate in the church at Corinth over food sacrificed to idols. One party 
of this debate believed that the food used in pagan ritual ceremonies was sacrificed 
to real idols and therefore found it sinful to eat it [vv.7-8]; the other party believed 
rightly that the idols were false and that the food sacrificed to them was no more evil 
or impure than any other food. [vv.4-6] 
 
Paul agrees that there is nothing  wrong with eating food sacrificed to idols, but he 
restates the entire debate in terms of love. While it may not be wrong to eat this food 
sacrificed to idols, it is unloving to do so if it causes other “weaker” brothers and 
sisters to stumble. [vv.1-3,9-12] Paul said I will do nothing to cause my brother or 
sister to fall. [v.13 above] 
 
While we don’t have an issue with food sacrificed to idols in our culture, the 
principles behind this debate certainly apply. Which is more important to you, your 
freedom to partake of this particular substance or the souls of your brothers and 
sisters?  
 
The question for you today is this: What are you willing to give up for the sake of 
your brother or sister’s spirit or to keep someone from rejecting Jesus? May God 
empower us to love the church and lost people sacrificially because we love Jesus! 
 
Are we willing to die to self; following the example of Jesus as He voluntarily 
died on the cross for our sins?  
II. Paul was unwilling to put obstacles in the way of the gospel 

1 Corinthians 9:12 Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. 

After encouraging a group of believers within the Corinthian church to give up their 
right to eat food sacrificed to idols for the sake of another group for whom this 
practice was a stumbling block,A  Paul offers his own conduct as a testimony.B  As an 
apostle of God and a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ, he argues, he is entitled 
to some rights, such as having a “believing wife”  C and making his “living by the 
gospel” D He forsakes these rights to be certain not to put an obstacle in the way of 
anyone accepting Jesus as their Lord and Savior as described in v.12. 

He surrendered his life to sharing the gospel across three continents during his 
ministry. Also he endured unbelievable hardships: 24 Five times I received from the 
Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, 
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three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. E  This is 
a partial list from the first 70% of Paul's ministry.  

I wonder if the call and commandment for every Disciple in scripture F is any different 
than Paul's. Paul's sharing the gospel was his 1st priority; his work was only for 
support to live. I fear that most of the time we have sharing the gospel way down on 
our priority list after work, pleasure, comforts, what we like to do, sports, etc. 

Will you ask the Lord to help inventory your normal tasks and make sharing 
the gospel high on your "priority list" or "life vision" G? 

Notes: A- 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 & click here; B- 1 Corinthians 9:1-18; C- 1 Corinthians 
9:5; D- 1 Corinthians 9:14; E- 2 Corinthians 11:24-28; F- Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 
1:8; John 15:1-11; G- For my "life vision" click here. 

 

III. Walking in their shoes - 1 Corinthians 9:22c-23.. 22c I have become all things 
to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23 I do all things for the sake of the 
gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it. 

Paul carefully distinguished between living according to God’s moral standards; to 
which his conscience was bound, and living in light of cultural preferences; in which 
he exercised liberty. Sexual immorality is forbidden by Paul A, and he emphasized 
strict guidelines regarding the permanence of marriage B. When it came to certain 
cultural practices, however, Paul was flexible. 

In vv.19-22b Paul used examples of slaves, Jews, Gentiles and the weak to illustrate 
that while living within God's moral standards he lived in such a way to see the most 
people saved [v22c above]. 

Paul did this because of the gospel. He wanted the good news of salvation through 
Jesus to be presented and believed throughout the world; for God’s kingdom to 
expand. He made himself like a slave for others to spread the gospel more 
effectively. He looked forward to the time that he would share in all the blessings of 
the gospel; the joy of seeing people believe in Jesus on earth and to hear the Lord’s 
“well done” in heaven. C 

Do you give any thought to the reception you will receive at the judgment seat 
of Jesus regarding your obedience to His commands? If you selected only the 
commands you like to obey, what will be His response?  

Notes: A- 1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 9-13; B- 1 Corinthians 7:1-16, 25-35; C- Matthew 
5:21; 
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IV. Running in the race -  Athletic Metaphors in the New Testament: 
A. Run with purpose, run to win the prize available to all Disciples.  
24 Don’t you know that the runners in a stadium all race, but only one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way to win the prize. [1 Corinthians 9:24]; Galatians 2:2; 
Philippians 2:16  
 
B. Run with self-control in all things to receive an imperishable crown. 
 25 Now everyone who competes exercises self-control in everything. They do it to 
receive a perishable crown, but we an imperishable crown.  1 Corinthians 9:25 
 
C. Winning requires discipline and self-control so the Disciple will not be 
disqualified from receiving the rewards promised in scripture. A 
26 So I do not run like one who runs aimlessly or box like one beating the air. 
27 Instead, I discipline my body and bring it under strict control, so that after 
preaching to others, I myself will not be disqualified. 1 Corinthians 9:26-27                       
 
The rewards Paul did not want to be disqualified from are received in heaven for our 
works as believers on earth. Matthew 25:23, 2 Corinthians 5:10, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 
 
The rewards good and faithful servants will receive include these five crowns: 
1 – Crown of Righteousness— Loved the Lord's appearing–2 Timothy 4:8 
2 – Imperishable Crown— Disciplined Bodies/Self-control –1 Corinthians 9:25-27 
3 – Crown of Life— Endured Patiently Through Trials & Loves Jesus – James 1:12, Revelation 2:10 
4 – Crown of  Glory— Godly Leaders Who Were Examples to Their Flock - 1 Peter 5:2-4 
5 – Crown of Rejoicing— Soul Winners Crown – 1 Thessalonians 2:19, Daniel 12:3 
 
The Disciples will worship placing the crowns at the feet of God. Revelation 4:10  
 
D. Compete according to God’s rules and commandments. 5 Also, if anyone 
competes as an athlete, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the 
rules. 2 Timothy 2:5 
 
E. Run with perseverance and endurance like you are in an iron man triathlon. 
1 Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let 
us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with 
endurance the race that lies before us, [Hebrews 12:1]; Galatians 5:7; 2 Timothy 4:7  
 
After the judgment day in heaven what crown[s] will you have to present back 
to God in worship and thanksgiving? 
 
Notes: A- For "Heaven with crowns or burning coattails" click here. 
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V. Do all to the glory of God - 1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or 
drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  
 
These scripture includes three things to be considered in how the Disciple lives; 
eating, drinking and everything else. We are surprised at the importance given two 
seemingly personal choices. Should we give more importance to the impact our 
eating and drinking have on other people.  
 
Then the scripture shifts to everything we do, "do all to the glory of God". God 
created the world, making humanity in His image to display His glory. He provided a 
way for redeeming sinful people to display His glory. His Disciples are to live so that 
God’s glory is reflected back to Him. Then others will be pointed to Jesus by what 
believers do. 
 
Spiritual milestones in my life: In 1965 joined First Baptist Church, 1967 John 14:15 
Love Jesus; 1972 God used "Spirit Controlled Temperaments" by Tim Lahaye; 1980 
I began to more seriously study the Bible and pray 1/2 hour per day with a daily 
journal; 1986 I choose a Vision for my life: “Do all to the glory of God”; and 2009 I 
became a committed one on one Discipler of men. As I look back on 53 years of life I 
realized these significant impacts on my life. Some serious changes needed to be 
made in the priorities of my life. These changes occurred during some very difficult, 
but joyful years, but I learned to trust and depend on God one day at time.  
 
Jesus changed me to grow closer to His image. In 2015-2017 I updated the Vision 
adding 9 statements.  The first 5 are about my relationship with God and |_|  the last 
4 with others. AA 
 
How can you live in the future so that someone could look at you and say, 
“You are a true example of what it means to follow Jesus”?  
 
Notes: AA- My Life Vision: By the grace of God do all B to the glory of 
God  C: Knowing God is present in my life D; Pursuing intimate relationships with 
Triune God E & my holiness, F thankfulness G ;  Loving God and |_| 
others H; Discipling I;  Walking humbly J; Being  encouraging K. 
 
Notes for my Life Vision: B- “all” means everything in my life with family, work, play, 
pleasure, worship, church, etc.; C- 1 Corinthians 10:31; D- 1 Corinthians 6:19, John 17:22-
23; E- 2 Peter 1:3; 3:18; 1 Peter 1:8; John 17:22-24; Ephesians 5:18; 3:20 NLT.  F- 1 Peter 
1:15-16; G- 1 Thessalonians 5:18; H- Mark 12:30-31; I- Matthew 28:18-20 – discipling is a 
3 step process in this scripture: 1] evangelism-new disciples, 2] baptism, 3] teaching; J-
 James 4:6-10; K- 1 Thessalonians 5:11a 
  
 
 
 
 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2015/01/09/life-vision-102/
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VI. Following our leader - 1 Corinthians 10:32-11:1..32 Give no offense either to 
Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; 33c so that they may be saved. 11:1 Be 
imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 
 
Paul said give no offense to anyone or to the church! Today "anyone" would include 
a large % of the USA & world population because only 6% in the USA have a biblical 
world view and maybe a smaller % in the world. Jesus said "love your neighbors" 
and "love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. A  Trying to love and 
please everyone does not include compromising biblical truth. However, we should 
always do our best not to be a stumbling block to anyone while sharing the gospel.  
 
This is possible for the Disciple because we love Jesus and desire to keep His 
commandments because of our gratitude for the enormous sacrifice He made on the 
cross. We demonstrate our thankfulness and love for Jesus by desiring as the 
highest priority keeping His commandments and they are not a burden. B 

 

In 1 Corinthians 11:1 Paul calls on Disciples in Corinth to imitate him as he imitates 
Jesus. At the time Paul wrote to Corinth only 4 letters of the New Testament had 
been written. C  The early Disciples had access to the Old Testament scrolls, but they 
were limited in number. Jesus said the Holy Spirit “will teach you all thing“,D  Jesus 
had appeared directly to Paul four times E and Paul had spent 3 years in Arabia 
studying the Old Testament and being instructed by the Holy Spirit. F 
 
These experiences changed Paul and as a result he imitated Jesus and he asks the 
Corinthians to imitate him. Today we have the entire Bible, the Holy Spirit and over 
1,900 years of fulfilled prophecy available so we can imitate Jesus and reveal His 
glory. There is Power in the Word to change the Disciples life so we can imitate 
Jesus!  
 
We can be with Jesus today as we immerse ourselves in His Word and prayer. 
This takes time, surrender and obedience to his will. Paul spent 3 years in the 
desert alone with God and the Word. Will you commit to spend 1/2 to 1 hour 
per day in Bible study and prayer? 
 
What changes do you need to make in your actions or words so you can 
imitate your leader, Jesus, and reveal His glory to everyone you come into 
contact with? 
 
 Notes: A- Mark 12:31, Matthew 5:44; B- John 14:15, 1 John 5:3; C- for dates click 
here. D- John 14:16; E- for 4 appearances of Jesus to Paul click here; F- Galatians 
1:17-18; 
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Summary/application Acts 8-11: 
1. Are we willing to die to self; following the example of Jesus as He voluntarily died 
on the cross for our sins?  
2. Will you ask the Lord to help inventory your normal tasks and make sharing the 
gospel high on your "priority list" or "life Vision"? For my "life Vision" see below and 
click here. 
3. Do you give any thought to the reception you will receive at the judgment seat of 
Jesus regarding your obedience to His commands? If you selected only the 
commands you like to obey, what will be His response? 
 
4. After the judgment day what crown[s] will you have to present back to God in 
worship and thanksgiving? 
 
5. How can you live in the future so that someone could look at you and say, “You 
are a true example of what it means to follow Jesus”?  
 
6. We can be with Jesus today as we immerse ourselves in His Word and prayer. 
This takes time, surrender and obedience to his will. Paul spent 3 years in the desert 
alone with God and the Word. Will you commit to spend 1/2 to 1 hour per day in 
Bible study and prayer? For HEAR of Bible study process click here. 
 
7. What other changes do you need to make in your actions or words so you can 
imitate Jesus and reveal His glory to everyone you come into contact with?  For 
Jesus says "Give Me Your All" click here. 
 
8. Scripture memory - 1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. NASB; 1 John 3:16 This is how we have 
come to know love: He laid down his life for us. We should also lay down our lives 
for our brothers and sisters. CSB 
 
In 1986 I choose a Vision for my life: “Do all to the glory of God” and   
in 2015-2017 updated the Vision adding 9 statements.  The first 5 are about my relationship 
with God and |_| the last 4 with others. AA 
 
Notes: AA- My Life Vision: By the grace of God do all B to the glory of 
God  C: Knowing God is present in my life D; Pursuing intimate relationships with Triune 
God E & my holiness, F thankfulness G ;  Loving God and |_| 
others H; Discipling I;  Walking humbly J; Being  encouraging K. 
 
Notes for my Life Vision: B- “all” means everything in my life with family, work, play, 
pleasure, worship, church, etc.; C- 1 Corinthians 10:31; D- 1 Corinthians 6:19, John 17:22-
23; E- 2 Peter 1:3; 3:18; 1 Peter 1:8; John 17:22-24; Ephesians 5:18; 3:20 NLT.  F- 1 Peter 
1:15-16; G- 1 Thessalonians 5:18; H- Mark 12:30-31; I- Matthew 28:18-20 – discipling is a 
3 step process in this scripture: 1] evangelism-new disciples, 2] baptism, 3] teaching; J-
 James 4:6-10; K- 1 Thessalonians 5:11a 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2015/01/09/life-vision-102/
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/quiet_time_journal-2-per-page-h_e_a_r_-format4.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/03/25/jesus-says-give-me-your-all/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2015/01/09/life-vision-102/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A8&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A22-24&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A18%3B+3%3A20+&version=NLT
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IV. Running in the race -  
Matthew 25:23 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
23 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful over a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Share your master’s joy.’ 
2 Timothy 4:8 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have 
loved His appearing. 

1 Corinthians 9:25-27 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not 
without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air;27 but I discipline my body and make 
it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified. 

James 1:12 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

1 Peter 5:2-4 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but 
voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet 
as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And 
when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

1 Thessalonians 2:19 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus at His coming? 

Daniel 12:3 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
3 Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and 
those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 

Matthew 25:23 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 

2 Corinthians 5:10 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

 

 

 


