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#1 - 3/4/2018 - United in Jesus  - 1 Corinthians 1-4                                                               
 
I.  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His faithful love endures forever. E 
 
1 Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship 
with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Paul began the letter to 1 Corinthians by saying he was an apostle of Jesus by the 
will of God and therefore speaks with authority [v.1]. He is writing a letter to the 
saints in the church in Corinth [v.2].  

Then he uses an introduction that is the same in almost all his letters " Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ". [v.3] It is by grace that a 
disciple has been saved and received peace with God. Then Paul said "I thank my 
God always concerning you" [v.4] Paul was thankful for the Disciples at Corinth that 
he called saints and wanted them to live continually in the grace and peace of God. 
Grace, peace and thankfulness can be a daily blessing of Disciples A today. 

In v.9 Paul said that "God is faithful". Faithfulness is one of the attributes of God that 
is eternal. God honors His covenants and fulfills His promises. Our hope for the 
future rests upon His faithfulness. Because of His continued faithfulness the Disciple 
has a relationship with God, as His child, that cannot be broken B. Because of this 
relationship the Disciple can be in fellowship with Jesus, the Son of God every day. 
However, fellowship is a voluntary act of submission to the will of God and requires 
daily bible study, mediation, confession, prayer and obedience to His commands C 
out of love for Jesus D. 
 
Your "faithful love endures forever" E,  O God, help me submit to your will as 
recorded in the Bible and revealed by the Holy Spirit and obey your 
commandments because I love You! 
 
Notes: A- I use the word Disciple to refer to believers in Jesus instead of Christian. 
The word Disciple is used throughout the New Testament and Christian only 3 times. 
I capitalize the first letter in "Disciple" as is common in "Christian".  For more 
information click here. B- John 10:27-30; C- For "New Testament commandments" 
click here; D- John 14:15 If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.,                           
1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome.; E- Psalm 136:1b Give thanks to the LORD, for 
he is good. His faithful love endures forever. 
 
II. Call For Unity - 1 Corinthians 1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 
Paul "exhorts" the Disciples to be in unity in the name of Jesus. He asks that they be 
made complete in 4 ways: [1] to be in agreement, by this he means for members 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2015/06/23/why-i-am-involved-in-discipleship-training-153/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John10%3A27-29&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/10/24/new-testament-commandments/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+136%3A1&version=CSB
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local church to be at peace with each other. [2] Without divisions in the church. [3] 
Of one mind, and [4] the same judgment. These are four powerful admonitions to be 
in unity in the local church. B 

Disciples are to be in unity with Jesus and the church community because we 
received His presence and glory at the instant of salvation for specific purposes. A 

 
“I have given them the glory you have given me“ [John 17:22a] This scripture says, 
[Jesus] I have given them My glory. Five things about His glory: [1] Jesus tells 
who “them” is; “I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in me 
through their word.” [John 17:20].  Jesus prays for all future Disciples beginning in 
v.20. 
 
The phase above in v.22a is in the present tense as it applies to the “them” or all 
future disciples. This means that when a person calls on the Lord they will be saved 
and receive the glory of Jesus.  [2] In v.22b Jesus said “they may all be 
one” indicating His desire that today all His Disciples be in unity on earth for specific 
reasons: [3] “that the world may believe that You sent Me” v.21d, [4] “that the world 
may know that You have sent Me" v.23c, [5] ”and have loved them as You have 
loved Me.”  v.23d. 
 
Because we possess the presence and glory of Jesus it is possible for 
disciples to be unified so that the kingdom of God on earth may expand. Do I 
love unconditionally my fellow church members? C  Is my unity with our 
church leadership and members reflected in my words and actions?  
 
Notes: A- John 17:20-23.. 20 “I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe 
in me through their word. 21 May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am 
in you. May they also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me. 22 I have 
given them the glory you have given me, so that they may be one as we are one. 23 I 
am in them and you are in me, so that they may be made completely one, that the 
world may know you have sent me and have loved them as you have loved me. 
[CSB]; B- See v.10 in 1 Corinthians 10:6-13 & here. C- 1 John 4:11, 19-20.. 
11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 19 We love, 
because He first loved us. 20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he 
is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love 
God whom he has not seen. 
 
III. Contempt For Divisions - 1 Corinthians 1:11-16.. 11 For I have been informed 
concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. 
12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” 
and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not 
crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  
The apostle named the personalities who had become figureheads for four 
segments in the church. This had happened without these leaders authorization.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A20-23&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A6-13&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/10/12/am-i-a-discourager-through-grumbling/
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• Paul was the preacher who had first preached the gospel to Corinth.  

• Apollos had succeeded Paul as the spiritual leader of the Corinthian congregation A 

Some of the Corinthians thought Apollos was a better teacher or preacher than Paul. 

• Cephas was Simon Peter.  

• Those who claimed to belong to Christ may have felt superior to the other three 
parties. Boasting in Jesus is a good thing; boasting about oneself for following or 
obeying Jesus is sinful.  

Paul asked three sarcastic questions.  

• Is Christ divided? No, Jesus is sovereign over His entire church.  

• Was Paul crucified for you? No, Jesus is the Savior of His church through His 
sacrificial death.  

• Were you baptized in Paul’s name? No, they were baptized in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Spirit B.  
 
Since 1965 we have had 5 Senior Pastors, 10 ministers of music and 2 orchestra 
directors, many other staff, the Trustees and Deacons. We were thankful for each 
person during their time, and loved them. We have followed the current leaders in 
these 53 years. This scripture speaks clearly; "Obey your leaders and submit to 
them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account." C 

There is no place in the church for living in the past. When does appreciation 
of a spiritual leader cross the line into allegiance that may prove to be 
divisive? Who do I love more Jesus or a current or former staff member? 

Notes: A- Acts 19:1; B- Matthew 28:19; C- Hebrews 13:17 

IV. The Cross That Divides - 1 Corinthians 1:17-19.. 17 For Christ did not send me 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross 
of Christ would not be made void. 
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE,  
AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.” 

Paul was not called to baptize but to preach the simple gospel of Jesus. The gospel 
was described by Paul as ” 3 Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures," A  The death, burial, and resurrection was the central point in Paul's 
preaching. He preached it in simple fashion so big words would not hide this point. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19%3A1&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A19%3B+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A17&version=NASB
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He understood that the person who is perishing is doing so because they reject the 
cross and resurrection as foolish. But to those being saved the cross and 
resurrection is the power of God for a eternal future with Jesus.  

February 28-29, 2018 Rev. Billy Graham's body lay in state in the capital rotunda. 
The world heard the leaders of the USA honor him as a humble man with the simple 
message of Jesus. He spoke in person to more than 215 million people in crusades 
all over the world. The power of the gospel is still powerful and effective today. 

Paul in v.19 quotes Isaiah writings on the ineffectiveness of the worldly wise and 
clever.  

We are to exalt nothing above the love of Jesus and His saving death and 
resurrection for each person whoever lived. What “power” or “wisdom” do 
nonbelievers today rely on to answer questions of eternal significance? 

Notes: A- 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

V. Foolishness of men compared to wisdom of God - 1 Corinthians 1:20-25.. 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21  …the world through its 
wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness 
of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For indeed Jews ask for 
signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 29 so that no man may boast 
before God. 30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just 
as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.” 
In v.20 Paul asks where the wise, scribe and debaters of history are? The answer is 
they are all gone and most are not remembered. V.21 the world in all it's wisdom 
rejected God and made self and lifeless idols gods. They believed in natural ways for 
creation, ignoring the wisdom of Genesis. God chose the foolishness of the gospel of 
Jesus that Paul preached to save all those who believe. A 

 
V.22 the Jews were seeking a sign that Jesus was present to defeat Rome with 
mighty power and rejected Him because He came as a suffering Servant. B The 
Greeks [gentiles] were constantly looking for wisdom and rejected the truth of the 
resurrection. V.23 Paul was faithful to preach Jesus crucified [v.29-31] so that no 
believing Disciple may boast in self.  
 
There is no room in salvation for any works or merit, it is Jesus alone. He 
became to us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption because 
of His love. C 
 
Notes: Romans 10:17, 5:23, 6:23, 10:9,13; B- Isaiah 53; C- Colossians 2:3, 2 
Corinthians 5:21, John 17:19, Romans 3:24; "The emphasis here is that God 
shows His wisdom by means of the righteousness, sanctification, and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-8&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A17%2C+3%3A23%2C+6%3A23%2C+5%3A8%2C+10%3A9%2C13&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2%3A3%2C+2+Corinthians+5%3A21%2C+John+17%3A19%2C+Romans+3%3A24&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2%3A3%2C+2+Corinthians+5%3A21%2C+John+17%3A19%2C+Romans+3%3A24&version=NASB
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redemption that we have in Christ. Each of these theological words carries a 
special meaning for Christians. Righteousness has to do with our standing before 
God. We are justified: God declares us righteous in Jesus Christ. But we are also 
sanctified, set apart to belong to God and to serve Him. Redemption emphasizes 
the fact that we are set free because Jesus Christ paid the price for us on the cross. 
This will lead to complete redemption when Christ returns.  
So, in one sense, we have the three tenses of salvation given here: we have been 
saved from the penalty of sin (righteousness); we are being saved from the power of 
sin (sanctification); and we shall be saved from the presence of sin (redemption). 
And every believer has all of these blessings in Jesus Christ!" From Commentary by 
Warren Wiersbe; order by clicking here for 1 Corinthians or here for the entire New 
Testament. 
 
VI. Disciples Have the mind of Jesus - 1 Corinthians 2:12-13.. 12 Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may 
know the things freely given to us by God, 16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE 
LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 
I love the promises of these two verses: [1] Disciples have received the Holy Spirit 
so that we may know all things that are available to the believer. We know that 
knowledge comes as the Holy Spirit guides us as we study the Bible in order to know  
"everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of Him". A  The 
Holy Spirit can be in sync with my spirit and guide me through my daily life. B  

 

[2] Disciples have the mind of Jesus. This is astounding promise to have access to 
the mind of the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. Yet to many times I struggle 
to make decisions for my life without turning to Jesus. God forgive me. 
 
O God may I return Your love for me by living my life with my spirit in sync 
with the Holy Spirit and my mind transformed by the mind of Jesus and the 
Bible.   
 
Notes: A- 2 Peter 1:3 HCSB; B- for "my spirit in sync" click here; 
 
VII. All people will be judged - 1 Corinthians 3:14-15.. 14 If any man’s work which 
he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.  
 
There will come a judgment day for every person. For Disciples this judgment comes 
after receiving our resurrection bodies A in heaven. Vv. 11-12 describes this 
judgment and compares it to a trial by fire. V.14 describes a person who will receive 
a reward for works after salvation and v.15 describes a person who will not receive a 
reward but is still in heaven, but as we use to say "with his coattails on fire."  
 
The person who rejected Jesus on earth will be judged about 1,000 years later and 
be cast into the lake of fire. B 

https://www.amazon.com/Wise-Corinthians-Difference-Knowledge-Commentary/dp/1434766365/ref=sr_1_14?ie=UTF8&qid=1520009986&sr=8-14&keywords=warren+wiersbe
https://www.amazon.com/Wiersbe-Bible-Commentary-NT-Commentaries/dp/0781445396/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1520009986&sr=8-4&keywords=warren+wiersbe
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3&version=HCSB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/02/19/my-spirit-in-sync-and-my-mind-transformed/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A11-16+&version=NASB
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O God may I live my life with an understanding my judgment time is coming 
and that a part of that judgment will be my faithfulness in proclaiming the 
gospel of Jesus and His love. 
 
Notes: A- 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; B- Revelation 20:11-15; 
 
VIII. Summary/application Acts 1-4: 
1. Your "faithful love endures forever" E,  O God, help me submit to your will as 
recorded in the Bible and revealed by the Holy Spirit and obey your commandments 
because I love You! 
2. Because we possess the presence and glory of Jesus it is possible for disciples to 
be unified so that the kingdom of God on earth may expand. Do I love 
unconditionally my fellow church members? C  Is my unity with our church leadership 
and members reflected in my words and actions?  
3. There is no place in the church for living in the past. When does appreciation of a 
spiritual leader cross the line into allegiance that may prove to be divisive? Who do I 
love more; Jesus or a current or former staff member? 

4. We are to exalt nothing above the love of Jesus and His saving death and 
resurrection for each person whoever lived. What “power” or “wisdom” do 
nonbelievers today rely on to answer questions of eternal significance? 
5. There is no room in salvation for any works or merit, it is Jesus alone. He became 
to us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption because of His love. C 
 
6. O God may I return Your love for me by living my life with my spirit in sync with 
the Holy Spirit and my mind transformed by the mind of Jesus and the Bible.   
 
7. O God may I live my life with an understanding my judgment time is coming and 
that a part of that judgment will be my faithfulness in proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 
and His love. 
 
8. Scripture memory -Jesus said: Mark 12:310-31 You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  And                                                              
John 14:15 If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 
1 John 5:3 For this is what love for God is: to keep his commands. And his 
commands are not a burden, [CSB] 
 
Review: #12 – 2/18/2018 – John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I 
said to you.                                                                                                                                      
#13 – 2/25/2018 1 Peter 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence;   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A13-18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A11-15&version=NASB
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