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#8 - 4/22/2018 - Understanding Love - 1 Corinthians 13 
Believers are to be motivated by love when serving others. 
 
I. A More Excellent Way - Agape Love - 1 Corinthians 12: 31b And I show you a 
still more excellent way. 

At the conclusion of his instruction about spiritual gifts in chapter 12, Paul added: 
“And I show you a still more excellent way”. In chapter 13 he described agape love; 
Jesus said people will know His followers because they love one another [John 
13:34-35]. 

There are three kinds of love in the Bible: Agape, Phileo and Eros.  

Agape [noun] or Agapao [verb] Love: We talk about Agape but we live 
out Agapao. This term represents the love of the Father for Jesus and human 
beings.  Jesus showed this love for His Father in heaven and for humanity. Agape is 
the love that Jesus commanded all believers to have for everyone whether a believer 
or not. Agape is used in all of 1 Corinthians 13 and agapao in John 3:16. Agape 
appears in 106 verses of the New Testament [for list click here] and Agapao in 110 
verses [for list click here]. 

Phileo Love refers to loving one another just like your brother or sister.  

Agapao and Phileo love are both used in John 21:15 "So when they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love [agapao] Me 
more than these?” He *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love [phileo] You.”" 
Jesus wanted Peter to acknowledge agapao love for Him, but Peter just a few days 
after denying Jesus 3 times, did not trust himself to use agapao love. Jesus asks the 
question as agapao two times, but the 3rd time said phileo love. Peter responded 
with phileo love all three times. 

Eros is a Greek term which actually means desire and longing. Also referred to as 
erotic love, this can be a selfish kind of love instead of pure romantic love. The 
Greek word Eros is not in the Bible. The New Testament never directly addresses 
the topic of passionate, romantic love. However, in the Old Testament Eros love is 
illustrated in the Song of Solomon. Examples include Song of Solomon 1:2-4, 7:6-8 

Jesus loves believers with agape love.  

II. Necessity of Love - 1 Corinthians 13: 1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If 
I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I 
give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, 
but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A35&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A35&version=NASB
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/agape.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/agapao.html
http://totescute.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/types-of-love-bible.jpg
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=solomon+1%3A2-4%2C+7%3A6-8&version=NASB
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V.1 If a person speaks with the best language and tone of voice and even speaks 
like an angel that person is noise and sound without agape love. 

V.2 If a person is a prophet, possesses all knowledge, and has faith, wisdom and 
strength to solve insurmountable problems that person is nothing without agape 
love. 

V.3 Even if a person gives up all possessions for the poor and sacrifices their body it 
is worthless without agape love. 

"A silver tongue, a scholar’s mind, and a lion’s heart are all nothing without love; love 
is superior to any string of words, body of knowledge, or act of faith. Love is so 
central and supreme in the life of the Christian, John tells us, because it is at the 
heart of who God is and what God has done for us through His Son Jesus [1 John 
4:7-12]. May we follow our Lord Jesus faithfully by obeying the new commandment 
He gave to us: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another” [John 13:34]." [From Spring 
2018 PSG page 54] 

Agape love is necessary to obey the New Testament commandments. 

III. Agape Love described:  - 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a [CSB] 

By our daily desire to be [1] Jesus-centered, [2] filled by the Spirit, [3] meditating on 
and applying the Word of God, HEAR method, 2 Peter 1:3 HCSB, Joshua 1:8, 5:22 
CSB and [4] by God’s grace, believers can learn to practice agape love. 

1. 4a Love is patient; longsuffering in dealing with the pressures, trials, tests and 
problems of life as we relate to other people. This requires God’s grace and faith one 
day at a time, while trusting and waiting on God, sometimes for years.  

2. 4b Love is kind; similar to patience, but is how we relate with others. Kindness 
includes gentleness, even when disagreeing with someone.  

3. 6b Love…rejoices in truth; living according to God’s truth; rejoicing when we see 
others living the truth of the gospel.  

4. 7aLove… bears all things; love overlooks minor offenses and problems; and 
weaknesses of others.  

5. 7b Love… believes all things; trusts others and give others the benefit of the 
doubt rather than believing the worst about them. 

6. 7c Love… hopes; always looks forward with expectation of good things, trusting 
God to always works things for our good [Romans 8:28]. Jesus will finish the good 
work He has begun in believers [Philippians 1:6].  

7. 7d Love… endures all things; love always perseveres, is not changed like a 
thermometer by the offenses and failings of others and patiently puts up with people.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-12&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-12&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A34&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/springdailydevotional2018.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/springdailydevotional2018.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A4-8&version=CSB
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/cross-centered-life-picture-9-2-17.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/04/09/ephesians-518c-be-filled-with-the-spirit-or-filled-by-the-spirit/
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/quiet_time_journal-2-per-page-h_e_a_r_-format4.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A3+&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+1%3A8%2C+Joshua+22%3A5+&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A6&version=NASB
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8. 8a Love never ends; when we love like God, we are engaging in an eternal 
activity.  

9. 4c Love does not envy; not displeased by the success of others or desire what 
they have.  

10. 4dLove…is not boastful; not bragging about our achievements or actions. 

11. 4e Love… is not arrogant; not prideful, self-important or refusing to be thankful 
and submit to God and others. [James 4:7, Ephesians 5:20-21] 

12. Love… 5a is not rude; not discourteous, impolite, rough, or disrespectful of 
others attitudes and actions.   

13. Love…5b is not self-seeking; not putting self first or above others. Jesus is our 
example [Philippians 2:4-8].  

14. Love…5c is not irritable; not touchy or easily offended by perceived slights, 
actions or words of others.  

15. Love…5d does not keep a record of wrongs; not holding on to grievances or 
resentments.  Jesus taught the importance of not keeping a count of wrongs 
[Matthew 18:22].  

16. 6 Love finds no joy in unrighteousness; those who truly love can never be 
joyful when others fall into immorality.            

Do I love anyone with agape love? Do I desire for my love to be agape? 

IV. Permanence of Love- 1 Corinthians 13: 8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts 
of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there 
is knowledge, it will be done away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 
10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. 11 When I was a child, 
I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a 
man, I did away with childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been 
fully known. 13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these 
is love. 
Vv.8-10 Love never ends but prophecy, knowledge and tongues will end. Paul said 
the gift of tongues, or languages, will “cease” by itself, as it did at the end of the 
apostolic age in the 1st century. [See "Tongues" here] 
 
Prophecy [see definition here] and knowledge [see definition here] are both said to 
“be done away”; something will put an end to those two functions. V.10 indicates 
that which is “perfect” will do away with prophecy and knowledge. The “perfect” 
may be the eternal state, when the Disciples will see God face to face [Revelation 
22:4] and have full knowledge in the eternal new heavens and new earth. Or the 
"perfect" may be having access to the complete Bible with the ability to experience 
the presence of the Triune God and have an intimate relationship with Them after 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A4-8%2C+1+Peter+2%3A21&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A22&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/04/19/spiritual-gifts-7-10-out-of-25/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/04/18/spiritual-gifts-4-6-out-of-25/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/04/18/spiritual-gifts-1-3-out-of-25/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A4&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A4&version=NASB
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the 1st century AD. V.11 Just as a child grows to full understanding, believers will 
come to perfect knowledge and no such gifts will be necessary.  
 
V.12 The Bible is a mirror of the soul, revealing the thoughts and intents of our heart. 
Today we can read and mediate on the Bible and patiently seek answers about life 
and godliness guided by the Holy Spirit.  [Psalms 1:2, Joshua 1:8, 2 Peter 1:3-4].  
 
V.13 Love is the basis of our redemption and transformation into the image of Jesus.  
 Love describes the only right relationship we can ever have with God and others.  
V. Lamentations 3:22-23 22 Because of the LORD’s faithful love we do not perish, 
for his mercies never end. 23 They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness! [CSB] 

Jeremiah was called in 627BC to warn Judah of coming judgment if they did not 
repent. Unfortunately the people of Judah failed to heed the warnings. In 605-586BC 
the Babylonians led by Nebuchadnezzar totally destroyed Judah and Jerusalem. In 
Lamentations 3:1-21 Jeremiah shares his distress. Then Jeremiah turned to his 
hope for the future. 

V.22 he said because of the faithful love of God we do not perish. Many Jews had 
been taken captive to Babylon because even in judgment of sin God's mercies never 
end. We know that as promised after 70 years the Israelites were allowed to begin 
returning to Jerusalem. They continued to defy God and in 70AD Jerusalem was 
destroyed again and the Israelites were scattered to the nations of the earth. 
However as promised by God's prophets in May 14, 1948 the nation of Israel was 
restored. A Great is His faithfulness. His mercies are new every morning as Disciples 
live today one day at a time trusting in Jesus. What a great promise. 

At my age it is imperative that I not fall. My physical therapist told me "we can fix 
knees and hips but not brains". April 20, 2018 I fell and fell and hit my head. I 
managed to get myself up and had no apparent problems. A few minutes later I read 
vv.22-23 and praised God for His mercy in the morning.  

Today's reality, I am in the presence of Jesus and someday I will pass from 
this life into heaven and be in the presence of Jesus forever, my hope for the 
future! 
Note: A- In April-May 2018 Israel is celebrating the 70th anniversary as a restored 
nation. See detailed timeline of the 1948 war for independence and British army 
leaving here, Declaration of Independence here, the strengths of Israel in 2016 
here, and Joel Rosenberg's 70 facts here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+1%3A2%2C+Joshua+1%3A8&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+2+Peter+1%3A3-4&version=HCSB
http://www.zionism-israel.com/his/Israel_war_independence_1948_timeline.htm
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/08/07/why-president-truman-backed-creation-of-state-of-israel-may-1948/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2016/06/07/an-israel-you-may-not-know-221/
https://wordpress.com/read/blogs/4516645/posts/33354
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VI. Summary/application: 1 Corinthians 13: 
1. Believers are to be motivated by agape love when serving others. 
2. Love describes the only right relationship we can ever have with God and others.  

3. Jesus loves believers with agape love. Do I love anyone with agape love? Do I 
desire for my love to be agape? 

4. Agape love for Jesus is necessary to obey the New Testament commandments.  

5. Today's reality, I am in the presence of Jesus and someday I will pass from this 
life into heaven and be in the presence of Jesus forever, my hope for the future! 

6. God's mercies are new every morning! 

7. Scripture memory: 1 Corinthians 16:14 Let all that you do be done in love. 
Luke 13:3 I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. [oves] 

Scripture used in the lesson above:  

1 John 4:7-12..7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; 
and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not 
love does not know God, for God is love. 9 By this the love of God was manifested in 
us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live 
through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one 
another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. (NASB) 
John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another”  
 
John 13:35 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

Romans 8:28 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

Philippians 1:6 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 

James 4:7 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 7 Submit therefore to God. 
Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A34&version=NASB
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Ephesians 5:20-21 (NASB) 20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 21 and be subject to one another in the 
fear of Christ. 
Philippians 2:4-8 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 
others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, andbeing 
made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Matthew 18:22 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
22 Jesus *said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times 
seven. 

Revelation 22:4 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 

2 Peter 1:3-4 Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) 3 His divine power has given 
us everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of Him who 
called us by His own glory and goodness. 4 By these He has given us very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may share in the divine nature, 
escaping the corruption that is in the world because of evil desires.  
Psalm 1:2 New Living Translation (NLT) 
2 But they delight in the law of the LORD, 
    meditating on it day and night. 
 
Joshua 1:8-9 New Living Translation (NLT) 
8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will 
be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all 
you do. 9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

 


