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#9 - 4/29/2018 - Enjoying God's Comfort - 2 Corinthians 1 
Believers find comfort in knowing that others benefit from and God is honored 
through their trials. 
I. God Comforts Disciples in their Difficulties - 2 Corinthians 1:3-4..3 Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of 
all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort 
those who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves receive from 
God.  

V.3 "Father of mercies." The Lord God is compassionate and slow to anger in 
dealing with His children. God demonstrated His mercy in sending Jesus to be the 
Savior of sinners. We could never deserve or earn God’s mercy toward us as 
sinners; we receive it by grace [Titus 3:4-7]. 

"God of all comfort." Comfort also means encouragement or consolation. Paul used 
the word ten times in vv.3-7.  

V.4 God "comforts us in all our affliction", including experiences of persecution, 
illness, loneliness, personal loss, etc. [1] He provides encouragement through His 
Word. [Romans 15:4] [2] God strengthens believers through the Holy Spirit 
[Ephesians 3:16]. [3] The Holy Spirit intercedes for us before the Father [Romans 
8:26]. [4] God comforts us by working through other believers in the Church [2 
Corinthians 7:6-7,13].  

The comfort God gives Disciples in our affliction makes us able to be used by 
God to comfort "those who are in any kind of affliction". Jesus-centered not 
self-centered, 
II. Jesus will not fail to strengthen us amid suffering - 2 Corinthians 1:5-7..5 For 
just as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also through Christ our comfort 
overflows. 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. If we are 
comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the 
same sufferings that we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that 
as you share in the sufferings, so you will also share in the comfort. 
V.5 "overflow to us." Disciples suffer at times because of their relationship to Jesus. 
Therefore, persecution directed toward the church is actually directed toward Jesus; 
Saul is an example  [Acts 9:4]. "Our comfort overflows." Jesus will not fail to 
strengthen us amid suffering.  
6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. If we are comforted, it is for 
your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings that 
we suffer.  

V.6 Paul willingly endured afflictions so that the Corinthians might receive God’s 
"comfort and salvation". "Salvation" is the moment of justification Then, the process 
of sanctification that is conforming Disciples "to the image of Jesus" Now--to be 
completed at glorification in heaven Then. [Titus 2:11-12, Romans 8:29, 1 John 3:2] 
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The result was that the believers were strengthened in their faith and persevered. 
"Patient endurance" is not simply the ability to bear suffering but being provided 
strength, joy and hope for future deliverance either on earth or in heaven.  
7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that as you share in the sufferings, 
so you will also share in the comfort. 

V.7 Paul's hope was firm because Paul had confidence God would complete His 
sanctifying work in them [Philippians 1:6]. Paul's believed they would share in the 
comfort God gives to His people in trials and tribulation because that was his 
experience. In 43AD Paul was given a thorn that he lived with until his death in 
68AD; 7 … there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me… 8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 9 And 
He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness.” [2 Corinthians 12:7-10].  

Paul was a missionary, church planter and writer of 14 of 27 books in the New 
Testament during 25 years living with this thorn giving all the glory to God and 
comforting others. Jesus-centered not self-centered. 

III. Paul was tested - 2 Corinthians 1:8-11..8 We don’t want you to be unaware, 
brothers and sisters, of our affliction that took place in Asia. We were completely 
overwhelmed—beyond our strength—so that we even despaired of life itself.  

V.8 Paul may have been referring to the riot that occurred in Ephesus when the 
followers of there false god tried to bring charges against him [Acts 19:23-41]. I 
believe it could have been in Lystra where Paul was stoned until they thought him 
dead and dragged him out of the city. However with the disciples around him he got 
up and went back into the city. [Acts 14:19-20].  Paul never quit! 

Vv.9-10 Paul believed his physical life had been threatened but he did not trust in 
himself but in God who raises the dead. Paul continues saying that he had been 
delivered from death and that He will deliver us in the future. When severe health 
problems or persecution arise we can take great comfort that when a Disciple 
passes from this life they will immediately be in the presence of Jesus.  

V.11 Paul emphasized the importance of intercessory prayer that calls on God to 
help others in need. The ultimate purpose of Paul’s deliverance through the prayers 
of many believers was to bring glory to God. The language paints a picture of many 
people in prayer, thanking God following Paul’s deliverance from death. Paul 
rejoiced that the gift of his deliverance had resulted in many Disciples having a 
deeper appreciation for God’s love and power. Even in the most difficult struggles, 
Paul wanted believers to focus on God and give thanks to Him. 

Disciples with difficult circumstances are commanded to focus on Triune God 
& others and live thankfully one day at a time with hope for the future. 
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IV. A Clear Conscience - 2 Corinthians 1:12-14..12 Indeed, this is our boast: The 
testimony of our conscience is that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and 
especially toward you, with godly sincerity and purity, not by human wisdom but by 
God’s grace. 

In Acts 9 Jesus appeared directly to Saul [name changed to Paul later] and Saul was 
blinded by light and told to go into Damascus and he would be told what to do. He 
waited for 3 days blind without food or drink. Jesus appeared to a Disciple in 
Damascus and told him to go to Saul. Understandably Ananias was reluctant 
because of Saul's persecution of believers. But Jesus told him go "for I will show him 
how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.” [v.16]  

Paul suffered mightily as he proclaimed the gospel all over the Roman Empire, 
planted churches and wrote books of the New Testament. He had a thorn in the 
flesh for 25 years A, stoned until thought dead in Lystra B, and in Philippi he and 
Silas were beaten and thrown into prison in stocks. "But about midnight Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them;" C Then an earthquake shook the prison and unloosed them from 
the stocks. When they did not escape the jailer said "What must I do to be saved?"  

In all of this suffering and success in spreading the gospel Paul did not boast in his 
own abilities or wisdom but boasted in the power of Jesus and God's grace.  

Paul had a clear conscience that he lived a Jesus-centered life with his only 
desire to obey the commands of Jesus. 

Notes: A- 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; B- Acts 14:19-20; C- Acts 16:16-40; 
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V. The Spirit is transforming believers - 2 Corinthians 3:12-18.. 15 But to this day 
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns 
to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

Vv.12-14. The Israelites minds were hardened by their sin and a veil of blindness 
was over their soul. Today we see that same veil of blindness over more than 3/4 of 
the worlds population as they reject the salvation of Jesus.  

Vv.15-17 Today even when they hear the Word much of the time it does not 
penetrate their heart and soul. However when a person hears the Word and turns 
with repentance and faith to Jesus the veil is taken away. The Spirit enters their soul 
and there is release from the bondage of sin and real freedom. 
18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the 
Spirit. 

V.18 Then with this unveiled soul we have the freedom to mediate on the Bible, 
mirror, and worship Jesus and be transformed into His image from one degree of 
glory to even more glory by the Holy Spirit.  

Are you worshipping God with an unveiled soul in the Word? Is the Holy Spirit 
transforming you into the image of Jesus to even greater glory?  
 
VI. The Parable of the talents - Matthew 25:14-30..

 14 “For it is just like a man 
about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions 
to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each 
according to his own ability; and he went on his journey….

 19 “Now after a long time 
the master of those slaves *came and *settled accounts with them. 
 
The Master left His servants with gifts according to their abilities. Then after a long 
time the Master returned for an accounting. The first two servants had doubled their 
gifts and the Master said "Well done, good and faithful servant. You were faithful with 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master." 
 
However the 3rd servant had hidden his gift and produced no return; 26a “But his 
Master said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy servant…28 take away the talent from him, and 
give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more shall be 
given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even 
what he does have shall be taken away." 
 
All Disciples are going to have good times and bad times [for 8 causes of trouble 
click here], but this parable indicates that Jesus expects us to use the gifts He has 
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given for His kingdom enhancement. This includes repenting of sin and comforting 
others with the comfort God has given us. The greatest comfort is to introduce 
someone to Jesus. 
 
Are you using the gifts Jesus has given you to serve Him and others? What 
does Matthew 25:29 say if you hide your gifts instead of not using them? 
 
VII. Summary/application: 2 Corinthians 1 
1. The comfort God gives Disciples in our affliction makes us able to be used by God 
to comfort "those who are in any kind of affliction". 

2. Paul was a missionary, church planter and writer of 14 of 27 books in the New 
Testament during 25 years living with a thorn giving all the glory to God and 
comforting others.  

3. Disciples with difficult circumstances are commanded to focus on Triune God and 
live thankfully one day at a time with hope for the future. 

4. Paul had a clear conscience that he lived a Jesus-centered life with his only desire 
to obey the commands of Jesus. 

5. Are you worshipping God with an unveiled soul in the Word? Is the Holy Spirit 
transforming you into the image of Jesus from glory to greater glory?  
6. Are you using the gifts Jesus has given you to serve Him and others? What does 
Matthew 25:29 say if you hide your gifts instead of not using them? 
 
7. Scripture memory - 2 Corinthians 1:4 He comforts us in all our affliction, so that 
we may be able to comfort those who are in any kind of affliction, through the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God.  
 
John 10:28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will 
snatch them out of My hand. [oves] 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9..8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
[oves]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


