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I. The Tongue Is a Fire - James 3:1-5...1 Let not many of you become teachers, my 
brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment. 2 For we all stumble 
in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect [mature] 
man, able to bridle the whole body as well. 

I believe the Word is saying we should not desire to become teachers for the wrong 
reasons, like prestige or pride. However all Disciples have a responsibility to teach 
the Word as commanded in the 3rd step of the Great commission: "teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age." A  More often this can be one2one rather than in a class setting. 

All Disciples sin as we go about our daily lives, but the mature Disciple will 
continually seek forgiveness and seek to grow a little closer to the image of Jesus 
every day. This person will be filled by the fruit of the Spirit including self-control B  
and be able to control not only the tongue but the entire body and soul. C  
3 Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they will obey us, we direct 
their entire body as well. 4 Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are 
driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the 
inclination of the pilot desires. 5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and 
yet it boasts of great things.See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 

James uses the examples of horses, ships and forest fires as an illustration of a 
small thing being able to guide or incite a larger force. I spent 2 days and a night on 
a huge aircraft carrier and watched as it was controlled by a rudder small in 
comparison to its size. 

A small uncontrolled tongue can set a large fire of trouble in a person's life 
and in others; don't let that be your tongue. 

Notes: A- Matthew 28:20; B- Ephesians 5:18c CSB; C- Words are Important 

Words are powerful. Proverbs 12:6,18; 15:4; 18:21; Ephesians 
4:29  

Words are a window into the heart. Matthew 12:34; James 1:26; 3:11-12  

Controlling the tongue is key to a 
successful life. 

Proverbs 13:3; 21:23 

God will hold us accountable for every 
careless word spoken. 

Matthew 12:36 

We need God’s help to control the 
tongue. 

Psalm 19:14 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+12%3A6%2C18%3B+15%3A4%3B+18%3A21%3B+Ephesians+4%3A29+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+12%3A6%2C18%3B+15%3A4%3B+18%3A21%3B+Ephesians+4%3A29+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+12%3A34%3B+James+1%3A26%3B+3%3A11-12+&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+13%3A3%3B+21%3A23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+12%3A36&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19%3A14&version=NASB
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II. Controlling the Tongue - James 3:6-12...6 And the tongue is a fire, the very 
world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the 
entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. 

An uncontrolled tongue from self, Satan or the world system sets our lives on fire. 
Being burned by fire physically is very painful but the burning in our spirit from a 
tongue caused fire can be as bad or worse. 

 7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is 
tamed and has been tamed by the human race. 8 But no one can tame the tongue; it 
is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 

Humans can tame the wildest of animals by offering the right encouragements and 
by constant repetition. Think of a trainer giving a large horse sugar chunks after 
doing a trick right. However the tongue of a human spews forth from deep in the 
roots of a person's heart and when the heart is self-centered the tongue cannot be 
controlled. The only way to control the tongue is for the heart to be Jesus-centered 
and compelled by the love of Jesus to say and act rightiously. 

 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been 
made in the likeness of God; 10 from the same mouth come both blessing and 
cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. 11 Does a fountain send 
out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water? 12 Can a fig tree, my 
brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh. 

James contunies asking questions about a self-centered life with a heart filled with 
evil desires. Jesus said " 20b That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles 
the man. 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, 
fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well 
as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23 All these evil things 
proceed from within and defile the man." A 

The key to conrrolling the tongue is to have a Jesus-centered heart! 

Notes: A- Mark 7:20b-23 

III. Wisdom from Above - James 3:13-18...13 Who among you is wise and 
understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of 
wisdom.  

The wise demonstrate their wisdom by their actions--good deeds in gentleness. 
There are two kinds of wisdom:[1] demonic wisdom and [2] wisdom from God as 
described in vv.14-17. 
14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be 
arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom is not that which comes down 
from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish 
ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.  
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James named 11 things that a part of demonic wisdom. They result from a self-
centered heart. We may say I have been saved, I am a child of God, and I cannot 
commit these 11 sins. But, the Bible says "The heart is more deceitful than anything 
else, and incurable—who can understand it?" A and  "Guard your heart above all 
else, for it is the source of life." B  The heart is the root of our desires of life either 
good or evil. Left unguarded it will deceive you and you will yield to these evil 
desires. How much time do you spend guarding your heart from the evil desires of 
your inner sinful nature- the flesh, Satan and the world system. 
 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of 
mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 And the seed whose fruit is 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

V.17 uses 9 terms to describe the wisdom from God whose fruit is righteousness 
and peace. We desire this fruit and peace in our lives but are we willing, by the grace 
of God, to seek it with all diligence?  

Continually guard your heart and seek the wisdom of God! 
 
Notes: A- Jeremiah 17:9 CSB; B- Proverbs 4:23 CSB; 
 
IV. Avoid conflicts and maintain a discipined prayer life - James 4:1-3... 1 What 
is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures 
that wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. 
You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.  
 
James addresses the reasons for quarrels and and conflicts. He said the reason is 
the pleasures we seek and lust for the things we do not have. The result is war 
among one another to obtain what you selfishly want; we are so aggressive we 
commit murder which Jesus defined as hating your neighbor. 
 
2dYou do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 
 
V.2d-3 gives two reasons our prayers are not answered. [1] We do not ask God 
because we are focused on self; [2] we ask and do not receive because we ask with 
wrong motives. Consider your own prayer life--what percentage of your prayers is 
focused on your own wants and desires instead of the will of God revealed in His 
Word? 
 
In order to avoid my prayers being concentrated on self I have adobted the acroynm 
ACTS to guide my prayer life. Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and 
Suppplication [asking to meet the needs of others and self] To instill discipline I use 
the prayers from this list every day. Summary: 31 Days of Prayer Using 
ACTS format. 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/07/08/31-days-of-prayer-using-acts-format-and-scripture-review/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/07/08/31-days-of-prayer-using-acts-format-and-scripture-review/
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Live Jesus-centered with a disciplined prayer life. 
 
V. The Holy Spirit when we are the friend of the world and sin against God -
James 4:4-5...  4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is 
hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God.  
 
Friendship with the world is compared to adultery. The believer is “married to Jesus” 
A and ought to be faithful to Him. 
 
The “world,” means the whole system of things in this society of ours that is anti-
Christ and anti-God. There is “the friendship with the world” v.4. This results in being 
“stained” by the world B so our lives meet the approval of the world. Friendship leads 
to loving the world C, and this makes it easy to conform to the world D. The sad result 
is our souls saved “yet so as through fire” E.  
 
 The world is the enemy of God, and whoever wills to be a friend of the world 
cannot be the friend of God.  
 
5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: “He jealously desires the 
Spirit which He has made to dwell in us”? 
  
"The flesh" is the old nature that we inherited from Adam that is prone to sin. The 
flesh is not the body for the body is not sinful; it is neutral. The Spirit may use the 
body to glorify God, or the flesh may use the body to serve sin.  
 
When a sinner yields to Jesus, they receive a new nature within, but the old nature is 
neither removed nor reformed. There is a battle within: " For the flesh sets its desire 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 
another, so that you may not do the things that you please. " F. 
 
There is a holy, loving jealousy that a husband and wife have over each other, and 
rightly so. Living for the flesh means grieving the Holy Spirit of God who lives in us. 
 
The Spirit within jealously guards our relationship to God, and the Spirit is 
grieved when we sin against God’s love.  
 
Notes: A- Isaiah 54:5, 2 Corinthians 11:2, Revelation 19:7-9; B- James 1:27; C- 1 
John 2:15-17; D- Romans 12:2; E- 1 Corinthians 3:11-15; F- Galatians 5:17 
 
Memory verse - James 3:6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the 
tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on 
fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+54%3A5%2C+2+Corinthians+11%3A2%2C+Revelation+19%3A7-9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A2&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A11-15&version=NASB

