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I. Blessings 1 - 4 & Commands 1 - 11 - James 4:6-17 - 
 
James 4:6-17 (NASB) provides 11 commands for the disciple to follow during 
sanctification and four blessings. These verses have been a tremendous blessing 
and challenge to me for over 40 years. 
 
God has given Disciples greater grace for power to practice His commands or 
disciplines in pursuing holiness during sanctification. As we pursue and practice 
them, God will use them in our lives, not because we’ve earned His blessing but 
because of our obedience. 
 
Blessing #1 - Greater Grace during Sanctification Process - James 4:6a But He 
gives a greater grace. 
There are three phases in the disciple’s life: 1) justification– on the day of salvation, 
2) sanctification– the process of spiritual growth as a disciple pursues holiness and 
3) glorification in heaven. We understand that justification is “by grace through 
faith” without any merit on our part– past, and we understand going to heaven–
future.  
 
However during the now of the sanctification process the disciple often tries to 
please God through works. Paul said that was foolish A. The disciple is saved by 
grace and is sanctified by greater grace. I believe the Disciple receives “greater 
grace” for empowerment and enablement during sanctification and the trials, 
suffering and spiritual warfare with our three enemies: Satan, the world system and 
our flesh. B 
 
Command #1 - Be humble - V.6b Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, 
BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”  
 
I believe that “humble” means being Jesus-centered or totally surrendered to Jesus 
by His grace, because you love Jesus and not to earn His greater grace. This is the 
opposite of “pride”, being self-centered or self sufficient. “God is opposed to the 
proud“. “The original word for “opposed”, "antitassomai", signifies, God’s setting 
himself in battle array against the proud. Can there be a greater disgrace than for 
God to proclaim a man a rebel, an enemy, a traitor to his crown and dignity, and to 
proceed against him as such? “ C 
 
 
Be thankful that God gives a greater grace to His children for the sanctification 
proccess. 
 
Notes: A- Galatians 2:21-3:3 NASB, B- Ephesians 6:10-18, C- Matthew Henry 
Commentary online version, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4%3A6-17&version=NASB
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II. Commands #2 & 3 and Blessing #2 - James 4:7...7 Submit therefore to God. 
Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  

Command #2 - 7a Submit therefore to God.  

The order of the 2 commands is important. First the Disciple is to "submit therefore 
to God". Therefore refers to greater grace available to the Disciple during the 
growth process after salvation. Growth in an intimate relationship with Jesus 
produces humility then submission. This is a word we don't like because we think we 
control our lives. But, all the commands in James cannot be accomplished if the 
Disciple is self-centered instead of Jesus-centered. This is possible because He first 
loved us and now we can obey Him because we love Him.  

What part of your life do you have a problem in submitting to God? 

Command #3 - 7b Resist the devil  

Having committed to be Jesus-centered we can resist the devil with the Word of 
God, the power of the Holy Spirit, and our perseverance. This is the only 
combination that can face the snares and temptations of the devil. When Jesus was 
tempted by the devil He was full of the Holy Spirit and answered each temptation 
with scripture. Then " 13 When the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him 
until an opportune time." A 

It is imperative that we be in the Word every day faithfully in study, meditation 
and prayer and be daily filled by the Spirit. B 

Blessing #2 - he will flee from you.  

When the Disciple follows the commands of Jesus we will have the same experience 
as Jesus - the devil will flee from us for a while. What a blessing! 

Notes: A- Luke 4:1-13; B- Summary: 31 Days of Prayer Using ACTS format. 
 & Daily Bible Study using the HEAR method on a single Bible verse per day. & 
Ephesians 5:18c “be filled by the Spirit” HCSB, CSB 
 
III. Commands #4-8 and Blessing #3 - James 4:7...8 Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into 
mourning and your joy to gloom. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A1-13&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/07/08/31-days-of-prayer-using-acts-format-and-scripture-review/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/02/03/daily-bible-study-using-the-hear-method-on-a-single-bible-verse-per-day/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/04/09/ephesians-518c-be-filled-with-the-spirit-or-filled-by-the-spirit/
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Command #4 - 8a "draw near to God", repent and seek forgiveness for your personal 
sins. We draw near to God when we sink the roots of our heart deep into the 
presence of Jesus in our life.  What separates you from Jesus? 

Blessing #3 -  8b " He will draw near to you" The Spirit of Jesus comes to live in our 
life eternally when we are saved. But, when we draw near to Him we experience an 
increase in our intimate awareness of His presence. 

Command #5 - 8c" Cleanse your hands, you sinners" we as sinners have been 
disloyal to Jesus who died for her sins and need cleansing. How can we return His 
love with disloyalty? May it never be? 

Command #6 - 8d" purify your hearts, you double-minded"  We have been self-
centered in our heart and we need to turn our desire to being Jesus-centered and 
our hearts purified in repentance.  

Command #7 - 9a" Be miserable and mourn and weep; over decisions, attitudes and 
actions that oppose and despise God. 

Command #8 - 8d"let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom 
We laugh at sin today in the USA, but God does not laugh. Our so-called pleasures 
derived from our desires give us a temporary joy, but God is not joyful because He 
hates our sin, small and large.  The Bible says let your laughter be turned to grief 
and your joy to dejection for your sins.  

IV. Command #9 - James 4: 10a" Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord,"  I 
am in the constant presence of God as a temple of the Holy Spirit, with Jesus in me 
and possessing the Glory of God. By His greater grace and in the presence of 
Jesus I can be humble. Examples of people in the Bible in the presence of the Lord: 

Moses: 2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a 
bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was 
not consumed. 6 He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. A 

Isaiah: 1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty 
and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  3 And one called out to 
another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of 
His glory.” 5 Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined, Because I am a man of unclean 
lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts.” B 



#12 - 11/18/2018 -  With Humility & Submission - James 4 4 
Paul: 3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he 
said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 
6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.”  C 
Do these examples help explain what it means to be in humility in the presence of 
the Lord:" Moses was afraid to look at God", Isaiah said "Woe is me, for I am 
ruined."" Paul fell to the ground". 

Am I humbled by the constant presence of Jesus in my life or do I just ignore 
Him? 

Notes: A- Exodus 3:1-6; B- Isaiah 6:1-7; C- Acts 9:1-19  

V. Blessing #4 - James 4: 10b " and He will exalt you."  

We may have an unbiblical definition of exalt. Let's look at how Moses, Isaiah and 
Paul were exalted. 

Moses had to put up with the grumbling of the Israelites for 40 years and then was 
not allowed by God to go into the Promised Land. The recorded times the Israelites 
complained, murmured or grumbled from Egypt to the Promised Land. 
 
Isaiah prophesied to the kings of Judah for about 44 years with good king Uzziah 
[he did not end well], good Jotham, bad Ahaz, good Hezekiah [he did not end well] 
and very evil Manasseh. According to the Jewish tradition, Isaiah was found hiding in 
a cedar tree and Manasseh had the tree cut down and Isaiah cut in half. A 

Paul future life was revealed to Ananias by the Lord " 15 But the Lord said to him, 
“Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My 
name’s sake.” V.15-16 B 

Paul described his life serving Jesus as "23 ...imprisonments, beaten times without 
number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine 
lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was 
shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep....." C  

We may need to give serious thought to what it means to be humble in the 
presence of the Lord and then to be exalted in service to Jesus on earth and 
glory in heaven! 
 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/09/27/14-times-the-israelites-complained-or-grumbled-from-egypt-to-the-promised-land/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/09/27/14-times-the-israelites-complained-or-grumbled-from-egypt-to-the-promised-land/
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Notes: A- Hebrews 11:36-37; B Acts 9:1-19 C- 2 Corinthians 11:23-29 

VI. Command #10 Do not speak against one another - James 4:11-12...11 Do not 
speak against one another, brethren. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the 
One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor? 

James 2:8 says, "If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the 
Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF, you are doing 
well." Then James follows up on that command by saying; " 11 Do not speak against 
one another, brethren." Many verses in the New Testament repeat this thought that 
followers of Jesus are to love one another and even to love their enemies and those 
that persecute them. However, sometimes the Disciple will be required to speak the 
truth to another in love and kindness. 

The "greater grace" promised in James 4:6 gives Disciples the power to "love one 
another" as they grow a little closer to the image of Jesus each day. In today's 
culture this is totally counter cultural and is only possible through His greater grace. 
We can be thankful and praise God even with the daily assaults on our faith while 
leaving the judgment to "the One who is able to save and to destroy;"  

Living like this will provide the opportunity to encourage others and be kind. When 
the person rejecting Jesus observes this kindness they could open their heart to the 
gospel and "glorify God in the day of visitation". [1 Peter 2:12] 

Be an encourager and not a discourager.  

VII. Command #11 Do the will of God - James 4:13-17... 15 Instead, you ought to 
say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.” 16 But as it is, you boast in 
your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 

 Steps to doing the will of God 

1. Surrender to doing the will of God revealed in the Bible and without 
focusing on personal comfort, happiness, materialism, fulfillment, etc. 
1 Thessalonians 4:3a God’s will is for you to be holy, NLT  Ephesians 6:6b-7... 
 6bdoing the will of God 7doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, NKJV   1 
Thessalonians 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will 
 
2. Develop a long-term “Life Vision or Purpose” that will be used as a guide in 
decision making or plans for the future. My Current Life Vision [as of 9/2018]:  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A36-37&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A1-19&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A23-29&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A12&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2015/01/09/life-vision-102/
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3. Depend on wisdom from God for guidance from the Bible, the mind of Christ 
and Holy Spirit: 
a. Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 
b. 1 Corinthians 2:12,16.. 12 Now we have received…the Spirit who is from God, 
that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 16 …But we 
have the mind of Christ. [example, click here.] 
c. Ephesians 5:18c "Be filled by the Spirit" all the time.  Be filled by the Spirit: 
 
4. Use your sound mind with continuous prayer for guidance: 
2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and 
of a sound mind. [NKJV] & 1 Thessalonians 5:17 pray without ceasing; 
 
5. Always replace any anxiety, anger, and fear with faith by thanking God in all 
circumstances: 1 Thessalonians 5:16,18.. 16Rejoice always; 18in everything give 
thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  
 
6. Constantly review, revise and refocus to be sure your heart and actions are 
continually in the will of God. 
 
James 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do 
it, to him it is sin. 

 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/06/11/9368/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2018/04/09/ephesians-518c-be-filled-with-the-spirit-or-filled-by-the-spirit/

