
#13 - 11/25/2018 -  With Anticipation - James 5 Believers should turn to God when facing the trials of life. 1 
#13 - 11/25/2018 - With Anticipation - James 5 
Believers should turn to God when facing the trials of life. 
 
I. Misuse of Riches - James 5:1-6...1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for 
your miseries which are coming upon you.    Trouble is on the way. 
2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. 3a Your 
gold and your silver have rusted;   The riches will vanish. 
3b and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like 
fire. ....Judgment is coming for sure 
5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you 
have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.   . Misused riches erode the roots 
of your heart. 
3c It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!   The loss of an 
opportunity to use wealth for evangelism, Discipleship, and to help the poor in what 
may be the last days before Jesus returns.. 
4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been 
withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the 
harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.     By fraud the poor 
were robbed. An example today may be the workers in distribution centers who have 
strict work rules and relatively low pay. This benefits the users, think Amazon. 
6 You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist 
you.     The system today may be set up to control the poor rather than to help them 
be upwardly mobile out of poverty. 

II. Patience - James 5:7-12...7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of 
the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, 
until it gets the early and late rains. 8 You too are patient; strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is near.  

In today's troubled times Believers are hopeful Jesus will return soon but this 
scripture tells us to be patient two times. This was written about 1,975 years ago 
and His return is still near. James uses the cycle of a farmers planting, cultivating, 
waiting on rain and harvesting. Being impatient will not change the Lord's timing 
instead have hearts strengthened by Jesus in troubled times. 
9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 

Maybe James is saying not to complain about one another when the going is tough 
and Jesus tarries. This is another "one another" to encourage us to treat people with 
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kindness and encouragement. The Lord is present in our lives. However, don't act 
out of fear of punishment but out of love for Jesus. 2 Timothy 1:7 
10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke 
in the name of the Lord. 11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of 
the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the 
Lord is full of compassion and is merciful. A 

Also in Hebrews 11 we find many examples of suffering and patience. AA 

Believers are to be known by their patience and perseverance as we wait for 
the return of Jesus. 

Be truthful -  James 5:12...But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by 
heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, 
so that you may not fall under judgment. 

Believers are to known by their truthfulness. Untruthfulness is a sin. 

Notes; AA- Hebrews 11:32-40  A- Job 1:1-3, 9,12, 14-19, 2:7-10, 19:23-27, 42:10-
17 

III. Prayer - James 5:13-18... 

Three questions that stress the need for Disciples to pray. 

 A. James 5:13a Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. 
 How should a Disciple respond to suffering, any trouble or persecution? "He must 
pray". and“keep on praying.” Prayer should be the Disciple's consistent, continual 
attitude. Through prayer we acknowledge God’s tremendous power to address any 
situation. An intimate relationship with Jesus provides the basis for endurance during 
suffering and trouble. Helps for Effective Prayers –- 
 

B. James 5:13b Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises. 

 This cheerfulness is deeper than temporary happiness resulting from good news. 
Instead, it comes from an intimate relationship with Jesus that brings inner peace 
despite the external situation. A Disciple can be cheerful even in pain. A cheerful 
believer sings praises to Jesus who gives us joy. We can praise Jesus today through 
scripture, song, prayer, and worship. 

It is good and obedient to pray and praise God in bad and good times.  

C. James 5: 14 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the 
church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 
15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A32-40&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+1%3A1-3%2C+9%2C12%2C+14-19%2C+2%3A7-10%2C+19%3A23-27%2C+42%3A10-17&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+1%3A1-3%2C+9%2C12%2C+14-19%2C+2%3A7-10%2C+19%3A23-27%2C+42%3A10-17&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.com/2014/09/13/helps-for-effective-prayers-62/
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Sickness is suffering that hits all people at some time and can dominate lives when it 
strikes. The sickness may mean that the person is in the hospital. The initiative to 
call for the elders rested with the sick person or family. The seriousness of the 
infirmity calls for a visit to the person by an elder, pastor or maybe a Deacon or 
teacher today.FBC has a team of pastors to visit the members of our church in the 
hospital. These pastors visit the hospitals all over the region most days and pray 
over the sick individual and family.  

James said the elders anointed the sick person with oil. Old and New Testament 
references indicate oil contained healing agents in that time period (see Isaiah 1:6; 
Jeremiah 8:22; Mark 6:13; Luke 10:34). only in the last 100 years have we achieved 
excellent healthcare. Today in Jacksonville we have some of the best medical care 
from world class hospitals, staff, equipment and medicines.However,  we are to pray 
in the name of the Lord because the ultimate power to heal comes from God. The 
"prayer offered in faith"; the faith is of the one doing the praying. What if we pray and 
the person stays sick or dies?” This remains a mystery known only to God. Believers 
know, however, that ultimately God raises up the dead believer to the healing of 
eternal life.  

James raised the possibility that sometimes sickness occurs in persons who 
committed sins. Sin does not always cause illness, but hen it does, the sin will be 
forgiven for the repentant. Forgiveness, however, provides no guarantee of 
restoration to health but does restore a right relationship with God. 

D. James 5: 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another so that you may be healed [physically or spiritually]. The effective prayer of 
a righteous man can accomplish much.  

When members of Christ’s body sin against each other, the whole body of the 
Church suffers. The act of confession requires genuine humility. "To one another " 
probably means for the confession to be made to God and to those specifically hurt 
by the sin. However, when the sin affects everyone in the church, confession may 
need to be made publicly.  

Confession to "one another" provides a better understanding of how to pray for "one 
another". Sin exposes a person’s weakness and when we admit our weaknesses, it 
provides the way for other believers to intercede for us and for healing. The word for 
healed in this verse can mean physical or spiritual healing. James ended with,  
16c The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.  

ames here moved beyond the praying done by the elders in v.14 to the opportunity 
for all Disciples to pray. Prayer is powerful because the God who hears our prayers 
is powerful--He is: 
1. Omnipresent- God is always present everywhere, and is present in every 
Disciple worldwide at the same time. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1%3A6%3B+Jeremiah+8%3A22%3B+Mark+6%3A13%3B+Luke+10%3A34&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1%3A6%3B+Jeremiah+8%3A22%3B+Mark+6%3A13%3B+Luke+10%3A34&version=NASB
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2. Omniscient- God has complete knowledge of everything; past, present, and 
future.  
3. Omnisapient- God is all-wise and always knows what is best, but does not force 
us to do His perfect will.  
4. Omnipotent- God is all-powerful  
5. Omniattendant- God is constantly attentive to His children.  
6. Creator and Sustainer of the universe- How many stars did God make on 
Creation Day Four " 16 He made the stars also" A ? A 2010 estimate reported 300 
sextillion = 3 × 1023 = 300,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 stars in the observable 
universe. Only God knows how many stars are in the unobservable universe. Even 
now man cannot count the stars, just as the Bible says.                                   
Sources: God’s Revelation of Himself in Creation! and 14 Attributes of All-Powerful & 
All-Caring God!. 
 
All Powerful and all wise God always works in our best interest in response to 
prayer. 
Notes: A- Genesis 1:16 

E. Examples of answered prayer - James 5:17 Elijah was a man with a nature like 
ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth 
for three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain 
and the earth produced its fruit. 

The experience of Elijah shows the power of prayer. He was a human being as we 
are, so powerful praying may be practiced by regular people like us. James said that 
Elijah prayed earnestly that it would not rain [1 Kings 17:1] 

Lack of rain for 3-1/2 years served as a judgment on evil Ahab and Israel. Elijah 
prayed again [1 Kings 18:41-46] and the sky gave rain and the land produced its 
fruit. The illustration of Elijah teaches that prayer works, other examples:  
Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech and his wife and his maids, so 
that they bore children. [Genesis 20:17] 
 
When the sons of Israel cried to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for the 
sons of Israel to deliver them, Othniel ...[Judges 3:9] 
 
The LORD heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned to him and he 
revived. [1 Kings 17:22] 
 
Isaiah the prophet cried to the LORD, and He brought the shadow on the stairway 
back ten steps by which it had gone down on the stairway of Ahaz. [2 Kings 20:11] 
 Now Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, "Oh that You would bless me indeed 
and enlarge my border, and that Your hand might be with me, and that You would 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/07/14/gods-revelation-of-himself-in-creation/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/07/07/knowing-god-his-attributes/
https://thehlukejourney.com/2017/07/07/knowing-god-his-attributes/
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keep me from harm that it may not pain me!" And God granted him what he 
requested. [2 Chronicles 4:10] 
 
King Hezekiah prayed for defeat of the army of Assyria. and "the Lord struck 
185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians." [2 Kings 19] 
 
And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him, and 
saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented." Jesus 
said to him, "I will come and heal him." [Matthew 8:5-13] 
After James was put to death by Herod, Peter was arrested. [Acts 12:1-4] The 
church prayed for Peter's release from prison and would not believe it when he was 
released. [Acts 12:5-17] 

There have been many answers to prayer in our family's life. I reviewed my 
notes and in one 22 year period I recorded 287 specific answers to my prayers. 

IV. The Greatest Blessing - James 5:19-20... has many different interpretations, 
but I believe the best is Dr. Criswell's who says vv.19-20 are talking about the 
conversion of a lost sinner and thus saving the soul from hell. 
Dr. Criswell said on January 12,1975 at FBC Dallas, Texas: 
"The inspired pastor of the church at Jerusalem writes about, [1] not only the 
greatest tragedy that a soul be lost, [2] not only the greatest work that we win that 
somebody who is lost, but [3] look at the greatest blessing in 2 parts:  
 
 "19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 
20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way [1] will save his 
soul from death [eternal separation from Jesus A] and [2] will cover a multitude of 
sins" [James 5:19-20].  
 
I think, in my studying and praying over the text, it refers to two things.  I think, it 
refers –[1] if we win somebody who is deep in sin, not only is their soul saved but, [2] 
all of the sins of their life are covered over; they are hidden away.  
 
The prodigal son, when he came back home the first thing the father said is, "Bring a 
new robe and put it on him.  Hide those old rags and the marks of the pigpen.  Hide 
them away.  Put a beautiful robe on him" [Luke 15:22].  That is the way we are going 
to be in heaven, clothed in beautiful robes.  I think it refers to that, a sinner who is 
deep in sin; God put the beautiful robe on him. 
 
One time, I was locked up with a famous criminal in Alcatraz, in the Bay of San 
Francisco.  He said to me, when I had done preaching, and testifying, and praying 
with him, he said, "The first thing I will do if I ever get out of this prison, I will walk 
down that aisle in your church, and I will confess my faith, and you can baptize me."  
And after the years, when finally he was out of prison, he walked down this aisle 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+12%3A1-4&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+12%3A5-17&version=NKJV
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/James 5.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke 15.22
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here and confessed his faith before you, and I baptized him.   "save his soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins" [James 5:20]." [Source: W. A. Criswell 
sermon notes] 
 
And he who is wise wins souls. [Proverbs 11:30b NASB] 
 
Notes: A- The first death is when the soul is separated from the body [2 Corinthians 
5:8]; that is what the world calls death.  The second death is when the soul is 
separated from God; that is "the second death" [Revelation 20:11-15], not cessation 
of being or of existence, but being shut out from the presence of the Lord.  And 
some of the words in the Bible, describing that separation, that state of exclusion, 
are sad and tragic beyond description.  To be shut out from God, the estate of being 
separated from the Lord is called, "Living where the worm never dies and where the 
fire is never quenched" [Luke 9:48], "where there is weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth" [Matthew 13:42], "where the smoke of their torment arises 
forever" [Revelation 14:11], where they cry for a drop of water that they might be 
somehow assuaged in the torment of that pain[Luke 16:24]. Oh, the sadness of one 
who dies away from God! 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/James 5.20
https://www.wacriswell.com/sermons/1975/the-winner-of-souls1/
https://www.wacriswell.com/sermons/1975/the-winner-of-souls1/
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2 Cor 5.8?culture=es
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2 Cor 5.8?culture=es
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Apoc 20.11-15?culture=es
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luc 9.48?culture=es
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Mat 13.42?culture=es
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Apoc 14.11?culture=es
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luc 16.24?culture=es

