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Do not honor one and dishonor another! #2 
 
I. The grace of God - James 2:5-7...5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God 
choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 
which He promised to those who love Him?  
V.5 Consider these statements by Jesus "He has anointed me to preach good news 
to the poor" (Luke 4:18). "The poor have good news preached to them" (Matthew 
11:5). "Blessed are you poor; for yours is the Kingdom of God" (Luke 6:20). The 
message of Jesus was that those who mattered to no one else mattered intensely to 
God. By His grace God chose the foolish and weak things of this world in order to 
shame the wise and powerful. 1 Corinthians. 1:23-31 

Jesus and the Church did not ignore the great, rich, wise, and mighty. But the gospel 
offered so much to the poor and demanded so much from the rich, that it was mostly 
the poor who believed in Jesus.  
6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you 
and personally drag you into court?  

V.6 In the society of James time the rich oppressed the poor. They dragged them to 
the law-courts for debt. It is not riches that James is condemning; it is the conduct of 
riches without sympathy. 
7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called? 
V.7 It is the rich and elites who abuse the name by which Christians are called. The 
first century rich had many reasons for insulting the name Christian. A slave who 
became a Christian would have a new independence; a new honesty. That would 
make him a better slave, but it would also mean he could no longer be his master's 
instrument in sharp practices and petty dishonesty as once he might have been.  

How wrong it is, to honor the rich and dishonor the poor that Jesus honors! 

Do not honor one and dishonor another! #3 

II. The Word of God - The Royal Law - James 2:8-11...8 If, however, you are 
fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 

James has been condemning those who pay special attention to the rich man who 
enters the Church. If you are giving him a special welcome because he is a rich 
man, that is respect of persons and wrong because you are breaking the Law of 
God. You don't love your neighbour, or you would not neglect the poor man. What 
you love is wealth. 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Luke+4:18&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+11:5&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+11:5&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Luke+6:20&t1=en_nas
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians.+1%3A23-31&version=NASB
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10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has 
become guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,” also said, 
“DO NOT COMMIT MURDER.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit 
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 

To break any part of the law is to be guilty of all. Even under human justice a man 
becomes a criminal when he has broken one law. So James argues: No matter how 
good you may be in other things, if you treat people with respect of persons, you 
have acted against the will of God and you are a transgressor. 

Although we may claim to have done many good thing and to have resisted many 
evil things, there may be a New Testament commandment we did not obey or 
something in us by which we are guilty. 

Disciples need to keep short accounts with God and repent and confess daily! 

Do not honor one and dishonor another! #4 

III. Our attitudes  and actions will be judged - James 2:12-13... 12 So speak and 
so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will be 
merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.  

Two attitudes; showing mercy to others, and refusing to show mercy. If we have 
been merciful toward others, God will be merciful toward us. However, we must not 
twist this truth into a lie. It does not mean we earn mercy by showing mercy, 
because it is impossible to earn mercy. Nor does it mean that we should be soft on 
sin and never judge it in the lives of others.  

Mercy and justice both come from God.  Where God finds repentance and faith, He 
is able to show mercy; where He finds rebellion and unbelief, He administers justice. 
It is the heart of the sinner that determines the treatment he gets.  

This is a principle which runs through all Scripture.  Jesus said, "Blessed are the 
merciful for they shall obtain mercy" (Matthew 5:7). "If you forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses" (Matthew 6:14-15). 
"Judge not that you be not judged, for with the judgment you pronounce you will be 
judged" (Matthew 7:1-2).  

V.13 reminds me of 1 Corinthians 11:31-32… 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, 
we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord 
so that we will not be condemned along with the world. 

No matter what our gifts from the Spirit are we need to check up on ourselves 
daily to be sure we are not disobedient to the commands of Jesus! Confess 
and repent where appropiate. 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=James+2:12-13&t1=en_nas
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IV. FAITH AND WORKS (James 2:14-26) 

A. Dead Faith, the intellect alone #1 - James 2:14 What use is it, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but he has no works?  Can that faith save him? 

Relationship of Faith and Works 

Faith and Works Salvation 
is by faith alone not works. 

 Acts 15:11; Romans 3:24-28; 11:6; 
Ephesians 2:8; Titus 3:5  

Works are the evidence of 
salvation. 

 Matthew 5:16; 7:17; John 14:15; Ephesians 
2:10; Titus 3:8; Hebrews 10:24; 1 John 3:18 

 

The question in James 2:14 should read, “Can that kind of faith save him?” What 
kind? The kind of faith that is never seen in works. The answer is no! Any declaration 
of faith that does not result in a changed life and good works is a false declaration. 
That kind of faith is dead faith. “ Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by 
itself [James 2:17). True saving faith can never be by itself it always brings life, and 
life produces good works.  
 

The person with dead faith has only an intellectual experience the mind, They 
know the doctrines of salvation, but never submitted to God and trusted Jesus for 
salvation. They know the right words, but do not back up words with works. Faith in 
Jesus brings eternal life [John 3:16), and where there is life there must be growth 
and fruit. Three times in this paragraph, James warns us that “faith without works is 
dead or useless” James 2:17, 20, 26).  

Beware of an intellectual faith in the mind only. Warren Wiersbe said "No man can 
come to Jesus by faith and remain the same any more than he can come into 
contact with a 220-volt wire and remain the same". He who has the Son has the life; 
he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. (1 John 5:12).  

Dead faith is counterfeit faith from an intelectural experience and lulls the 
person into a false confidence of eternal life.  

B. Dead faith, the intellect alone  #2- James 2:15-17... 15 If a brother or sister is 
without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for 
their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by 
itself. 

Vv.15-17 demonstrates a poor believer coming into a church, without proper clothing 
and in need of food. The person with dead faith noticed the visitor and saw his 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=James+2:14-26&t1=en_nas
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+15%3A11%3B+Romans+3%3A24-28%3B+11%3A6%3B+Ephesians+2%3A8%3B+Titus+3%3A5&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+15%3A11%3B+Romans+3%3A24-28%3B+11%3A6%3B+Ephesians+2%3A8%3B+Titus+3%3A5&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+5%3A16%3B+7%3A17%3B+John+14%3A15%3B+Ephesians+2%3A10%3B+Titus+3%3A8%3B+Hebrews+10%3A24%3B+1+John+3%3A18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+5%3A16%3B+7%3A17%3B+John+14%3A15%3B+Ephesians+2%3A10%3B+Titus+3%3A8%3B+Hebrews+10%3A24%3B+1+John+3%3A18&version=NASB
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needs, but he did not do anything to meet the needs and the visitor went away just 
as hungry and without proper clothing as he came in! As Believers, we have an 
obligation to help meet the needs of people, no matter who they may be.  

To help a person in need is an expression of love. John emphasized this aspect of 
good works. "17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need 
and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little 
children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth." A 

Today that need is more likely to be an emotional or spiritual need than a physical 
need. Our world is full of people who need the kind of help only a Believer in Jesus 
can provide. The person maybe poor or rich and we are not to show favoritism to 
either, but unconditional love. 

The question for people of faith is "are we willing to reclaim our true role in the Bible 
and provide love and resources"? We do an outstanding job reacting to emergencies 
like the recent storms but are less responsive for every day emotional, spiritual and 
physical needs. B 

Vv.15-17 raises a hard question about the faith of people who are not helping 
the emotional, spiritual and physical needy--do my actions and attitudes 
indicate my faith is alive. 

Notes: A- 1 John 3:17-18;  B- In the first 4 centuries the poor were saved in huge 
numbers and then faced tremendous persecution for their faith. They were expelled 
from their families and lost their jobs in many cases and many times lost their lives. 
So it was essential in the time of James and today in many counties for the Believers 
to form a true community with sharing of resources needed for life. It has been said 
that the average life span of a new convert from Islam is 2-3 weeks if their salvation 
is revealed.   

In the USA in the last 80 years the church has slowly outsourced the care of the poor 
to the government with disastrous results. Trillions of dollars have been wasted 
through inefficiency, corruption and laws that are counter to Biblical principles. An 
example would be laws that reward nonmarried couple households. The result has 
been an increase in what was rewarded. 

The priest and Levite in the Parable of the Good Samaritan each had religious 
training, but neither of them paused to assist the dying man at the side of the road 
(Luke 10:25-37). Each of them would have defended his faith, but neither 
demonstrated that faith in loving works. 

C. Demonic Faith, the intellect and emotions - James 2:18-19...18 But someone 
may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”  
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How could a person show his faith without works? Can a dead sinner perform good 
works serving Jesus? No! But, when you trust Jesus you are "created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them." 
(Ephesians 2:10). Being a Disciple involves trusting Jesus and living for Jesus; you 
receive eternal life, then you reveal eternal life.  
19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and 
shudder. 

When Jesus was ministering on earth, He often cast out demons; and He gave that 
power to His disciples. In Ephesians 6:10-20, Paul admonishes Disciples to claim 
God’s protection and defeat the spiritual forces of wickedness. 

What do demons believe? [1] the existence of God [Job 1:6-12]; [2] the deity of 
Jesus. Whenever they met Jesus when He was on earth, they bore witness to His 
sonship (Mark 3:11-12); [3] the existence of a place of punishment (Luke 8:31); [4] 
Jesus Christ as the Judge (Mark 5:1-13).  

The man with dead faith was touched only in his intellect; but the demons are 
touched also in their emotions. But it is not a saving experience to believe and 
shudder. A person can be enlightened in his mind and even stirred in his heart and 
be lost forever. True saving faith involves something more, something that can be 
seen and recognized: a changed life. 

Faith that is barren of works is not saving faith even though the intellect and 
the emotions are involved.  

D. Dynamic Faith, the intellect, emotions, will, and spirit  - James 2:20-
26...20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works 
is useless?  

Dynamic faith is based on God’s Word, and it involves the whole person, body and 
soul. “So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” A   

Dead faith touches only the intellect; demonic faith involves both the mind and the 
emotions; but dynamic faith involves the soul-mind, emotions/heart, will & 
spirit. The. mind understands the truth, the heart desires the truth; the will acts upon 
the truth and the spirit interacts with the Holy Spirit. The men and women of faith 
named in Hebrews 11 were people of' action: God spoke and they obeyed.  

We receive our spiritual rebirth through God’s Word B. Faith is only as good as its 
object. We are not saved by faith in faith; we are saved by faith in Jesus as revealed 
in His Word.  Dynamic faith is not intellectual or emotional, it leads to obedience by 
the will and spirit throughout life on earth. It leads to good works.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3%3A11-12&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A31&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5%3A1-13&version=NASB
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21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son 
on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the 
works, faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND 
ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was 
called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith 
alone. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 In the same 
way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For just as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 

James then illustrated his doctrine in the lives of two well-known Bible persons: 
Abraham C and Rahab D. You could not find two more different persons! Abraham 
was a Jew; Rahab was a Gentile. Abraham was a godly man, but Rahab was a 
sinful woman, a harlot. Abraham was the friend of God, while Rahab belonged to the 
enemies of God. What did they have in common?’ Both exercised saving faith in 
God and demonstrated their faith by action. 

The mature Disciples faith is the dynamic faith of people like Abraham and 
Rahab, faith that changes a life and goes to work for God.  

Notes: A- Romans. 10:17 NKJV; B- James 1:18,21, Romans 3:23,5:8,6:23, 10:9-13, 
Ephesians 2:8-9;  

C- Abrahams salvation experience "Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned 
it to him as righteousness."  (Genesis. 15:5-6). Abraham did not work for this 
righteousness; he received it as a gift from God. He was declared righteous by faith. 
He was justified by faith.  

Justification is an important doctrine in the Bible. Justification is the act of God 
whereby He declares the believing sinner righteous on the basis of Christ’s finished 
work on the cross. It is not a process; it is an act. It is not something the sinner does; 
it is something God does for the sinner when he trusts Jesus. 

James used another event in Abraham’s life, an event that took place many years 
after Abraham’s conversion. This event is the offering up of Isaac on the altar 
(Genesis 22). Abraham was not saved by obeying God’s difficult command.’ His 
obedience proved that he already was saved. “You see that his faith and his actions 
were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did” (James 
2:22, NIV).  

No humans actually saw Abraham put his son on the altar, but the inspired record in 
Genesis 22 enables us to see the event and witness Abraham’s faith demonstrated 
by his works.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A18%2C21%2C+Romans+3%3A23%2C5%3A8%2C6%3A23%2C+10%3A9-13%2C+Ephesians+2%3A8-9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A18%2C21%2C+Romans+3%3A23%2C5%3A8%2C6%3A23%2C+10%3A9-13%2C+Ephesians+2%3A8-9&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis.+15%3A5-6&version=NASB
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D- Joshua sent spies into Jericho to get the lay of the land. There they met Rahab, a 
harlot, who protected them and affirmed that she believed in what God had said and 
what God was going to do. When the men departed, they promised to save her and 
her family when the city was taken; and this they did. 

It is an exciting story. But in it is one of the Bible’s great examples of saving faith 
(Hebrews 11:31). Rahab heard the Word and knew that her city was condemned. 
She responded with her mind and her emotions, but she also responded with her 
will. She risked her own life to protect the Jewish spies and by sharing the good 
news of deliverance with the members of her family. Matthew 1:5 indicates she 
married into Israel and was in the lineage of Jesus. What grace! Rahab is one of the 
first soul winners in the Bible. 

Rahab could have had dead faith, a mere intellectual experience. Or she could have 
had demonic faith, her mind enlightened and her emotions stirred. But she 
exercised dynamic faith: her mind knew the truth, her heart was stirred by the truth, 
and her will acted on the truth. She proved her faith by her works.  

When you realize the small amount of information Rahab had, you can see how truly 
marvelous her faith really was. Today we have the full revelation of God through His 
Word and His Son. We live on the other side of Calvary, and we have the Holy Spirit 
to convict and to teach us the Word. “For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall be much required” (Luke 12:48). Her faith is an indictment against the unbelief 
of sinners today.  

E. It is important that each professing Disciple examine their own heart and life 
and make sure that they possess true saving faith, dynamic faith.  

2 Corinthians 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine 
yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 
you—unless indeed you fail the test?    

Satan is the great deceiver. If he can convince a person that counterfeit faith is true 
faith, he has that person in his power. Here are some questions we can ask 
ourselves as we examine our hearts:  
1. Was there a time when I honestly realized I was a sinner and admitted this to 
myself and to God?  
2. Was there a time when my heart stirred me to flee from the wrath to come? Have I 
ever seriously been exercised over my sins?  
3. Do I truly understand the Gospel, that Jesus died for my sins and arose again? Do 
I understand and confess that I cannot save myself?  
4. Did I sincerely repent of my sins and turn from them? Or do I secretly love sin and 
want to enjoy it?  
5. Have I trusted Jesus and Jesus alone for my salvation? Do I enjoy a living 
relationship with Him through the Word and in the Spirit?  
6. Has there been a change in my life? Do I maintain good works, or are my works 
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occasional and weak? Do I seek to grow in the things of Jesus? Can others tell that I 
have been with Jesus?  
7. Do I have a desire to share Jesus with others? Or am I ashamed of Him?  
8. Do I enjoy the fellowship of God’s people? Is worship a delight to me?  
9. Am I ready for the return of Jesus? Or will I be ashamed when He comes for me?  
 
" 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
Try me and know my anxious thoughts; 
24 And see if there be any hurtful way in me, 
And lead me in the everlasting way." 

Psalms 139:23-24 

 Every Believer in Jesus does not have the same personal experience; and the 
process of growth into the image of Jesus. But, this spiritual inventory can 
assist a person in determining their true standing before God.  

Notes: From p.367 of The Bible Exposition Commentary Volume 2 by Warren 
Wiersbe 
 


