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#3 - 9/16/2018 - True Life - Galatians 3:1-14 
 
I. God the Father, the Son and the Spirit Confirms Life - Galatians 3:1-5... 

 
A. They Experienced Miracles from God the Father - 5 So then, does He who 
provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or 
by hearing with faith? 

The He in this verse refers to the Father as the One who provides the Spirit and 
“works miracles among you” The same Holy Spirit who came into the believer at 
conversion continues to work in him and through him so that the whole body is built 
up [Ephesians 4:16; Colossians 2:19]. The Father continues to supply the Spirit in 
power and blessing, and this is done by faith and not by the works of the Law.  
These miracles include changes within the lives of the Christians, a well as 
increasing unity and love one for another within the church fellowship.  

Focus this week on "31 days of prayer for one anothering" to be in a church family in 
unity. 
 

B. They saw God the Son - 1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?   

It was Jesus and Him crucified that Paul had preached in Galatia, and with such 
effectiveness that the people could almost see Jesus crucified for them on the cross; 
publicly portrayed. They heard this truth, believed it, and obeyed it; and as a result, 
were born into the family of God. --The One Another family in unity. 

Continued on next page. 
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II. God the Father, the Son and the Spirit Confirms Life - Galatians 3:1-5...C. 
They Received God the Holy Spirit - vv.2-4... 2 ...did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  

There could be only one answer to Paul's question in v.2: the Spirit came into their 
lives because they trusted Jesus. One evidence of conversion is the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of the believer A.   
 

a. It is important that we understand the work of the Holy Spirit in salvation.  

[1] The Spirit convicts the lost sinner and reveals Jesus to them B. The sinner has a 
choice: they can resist the Spirit C or yield to the Spirit and trust Jesus D.  

[2] When the sinner believes in Jesus, they are born of the Spirit E and receive new 
life. F 

[3] They are also baptized by the Spirit and they become a part of the spiritual 
body of Jesus G.  

[4] The believer is sealed by the Spirit H as a guarantee that he will one day share 
in the glory of the resurrection of Jesus.  

b. Since the Holy Spirit does so much for the believer instanteously at the time of 
believing, the Disciple has a daily responsibility to the Spirit, who lives within his 
body I.  

[1] The Disciple should daily walk in the Spirit by studying the Word, praying, and 
obeying God’s commands and will as found in His word. J  

Notes: A-  Romans 8:9-10; B- John 16:7-11; C- Acts 7:51; D- Romans 3:23, 6:23; 
5:8, 10:17,9,13; Ephesians 2:8-9; E- John 3:1-8; F- 2 Corinthians 5:17; G- What is 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit?, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; Mark 1:8, Acts 1:5, 2:38 
baptism by the Spirit, then Acts 3:41 baptism by water;  H- Ephesians 1:13-14; I- 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20; J- Galatians 5:16, 25, & New Testament Commandments; 
HEAR & ACTS method of Bible study and prayer; 

Continued on next page. 
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[2] Believers should continually be filled by the Spirit K, which simply means they 
can be filled by the content provided by the Spirit that Jesus promised to the 
believer. [ for footnotes B-I within these [ ] below: The indwelling Spirit can fill the 
Disciple with this content; teaching the Word , B  guidance, C telling whatever He 
receives from Jesus, D fruit of the Spirit- “love, joy peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control”, F strength, G the Spirit also helps us 
in our weakness, intercedes for us , H convicts of sin I  and the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 1 Corinthians 
2:12, David asked: Where can I go from Your Spirit? Psalm 139:7.  
 
Notes:  B- John 14:26; C- John 16:13,  D- John 16:14; E- not used; F-
 Galatians 5:22-23b; G- Ephesians 3:16; H- Romans 8:26; I- John 
16:13b “He will guide you into all truth” I believe this includes convicting the believer 
of the truth of their sin. ]  
 
[3] If the Disciple M disobeys the commands of Jesus, then they are grieving the 
Spirit N, 

[4] and if the Disciple persists in doing this, they may quench the Spirit O. This does 
not mean that the Holy Spirit will leave them, because Jesus has promised that the 
Spirit abides, forever P. But it does mean that the Spirit cannot give them the joy and 
power that they need for daily living as a Disciple.  

Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh?  

Paul had another question: "If you began with the Spirit, can you go on to maturity 
without the Spirit, depending on the flesh?” The word "flesh" here does not refer to 
the human body, but rather to the believer’s old nature Q. Since we were saved 
through the Spirit, and not the flesh, through faith and not Law, then we should walk 
daily in the Spirit. R                                                                                                            
You began in the Spirit, Walk in the Spirit continually and you will grow in the 
image of Jesus. 

Notes:  K- Ephesians 5:18; M- Why I use "Disciple" instead of "Christian" ; N- 
Ephesians 4:30; O- 1 Thessalonians 5:19; P- John 14:16;   Q- Genesis 6:1-7; John 
6:63; Romans 7:18; Philippians 3:3; R- Warren Wiersbe said: "The Illustration of 
human birth is helpful. Two human parents are required for a child to be conceived 
and born, and two spiritual parents are required for a child to be born into God’s 
family: the Spirit of God and the Word of God [John 3:1-8, Romans 10:17, 1 Peter 
1:22-25, Ephesians 2:8-9]." 
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III. Abraham Believed God and was Justified - Galatians 3:6-9...6 Even so 
Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.[Quote from 
Genesis 15:6] 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of 
Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached 
the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN 
YOU.”[Quote from Genesis 12:3c] 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with 
Abraham, the believer. 
The example of Abraham would have interested the Jewish believers. Just as 
Abraham was counted righteous by faith, so we are counted righteous by faith.   
From the Jews view, to be an ethnic son of Abraham was to be a child of the 
promise, a son of God. However, the scripture challenges this by arguing that “those 
who are of faith are sons of Abraham” v.7. The true sons of Abraham are the spiritual 
sons of Abraham, who have received the Spirit of God by faith in Jesus--Gentile and 
Jew. Abraham believed God through faith, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness, so also when we place our faith in, we receive His righteousness. [2 
Corinthians 5:21] 
 
Therefore, in Jesus we stand before God not on the basis of our own righteousness 
that we have earned through works of the law, but rather on the basis of the 
righteousness of Jesus, which He received on our behalf through His perfect life, 
death, burial, and resurrection. It is essential, for the sake of our souls and for the 
sake of our church, that we rest our assurance not on any work of mortal man, but 
rather on the perfect work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Praise God today for the example of Abraham. Pray that just as he had faith in 
God, so you also would have faith in Jesus. 
 
Continued on next page. 
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IV. The Curse Demands that it was necessary for Jesus to die for our sins- 
Galatians 3:10-14... 11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, 
“THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” A 
 
Because of the reality of sin, the law does not bring blessing and life, but the curse 
and death–“Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the 
Law, and do them” v.10. From the very beginning, from Genesis 3, this was the 
problem with mankind–in their rebellion they did not abide by the law of God, and 
thus were cursed. Yet the news of the gospel is that though we are under the curse 
because of our disobedience, Jesus experienced the curse on our behalf.  
 
 In the Old Testament, as v.6 says Abraham was counted righteous by faith, not by 
works of the law. The Word says that the righteous do not live by works of the law, 
but rather by faith as stated in v.11 and in both the Old and New Testaments A.   
 
The Old Testament law tells us, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree” 
[Galatians 3:13; Deuteronomy 21:23]. God does not hang us on that tree of cursing, 
though we certainly deserve it. Instead, He sent His only beloved Son Jesus to hang 
and die upon that tree, so that by becoming a curse for us we would be redeemed 
from the curse of the law v.13. Therefore why would we ever return to the works of 
the law as our basis for justification?  
 
Make a list of all the blessings you can think about that are yours through faith in 
Jesus.  
 
 Pour out your heart in thanksgiving to Jesus today, for He took the curse on 
your behalf and gave you the blessing 
 

Notes: A- Genesis 15:6 NKJV,  Habakkuk 2:4 NKJV);  Romans 1:17 NKJV , 
Galatians 3:11 NKJV and Hebrews 10:38 NKJV 

 

Memory Verse - Galatians 3:2-3...2 ..did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, 
or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh? 

 
Continued on next page. 
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"What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit may be defined as that work whereby the 
Spirit of God places the believer into union with Christ and into union with other 
believers in the body of Christ at the moment of salvation. The baptism of the Holy 
Spirit was predicted by John the Baptist (Mark 1:8) and by Jesus before He 
ascended to heaven: “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). This promise was fulfilled on the Day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:1–4); for the first time, people were permanently indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, and the church had begun. 
 
First Corinthians 12:12–13 is the central passage in the Bible regarding the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit: “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether 
Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink” (1 
Corinthians 12:13). Notice that we “all” have been baptized by the Spirit—all 
believers have received the baptism, synonymous with salvation, and it is not a 
special experience for only a few. While Romans 6:1–4 does not mention specifically 
the Spirit of God, it does describe the believer’s position before God in language 
similar to the 1 Corinthians passage: “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on 
sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live 
in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life.” 
 
The following facts are necessary to help solidify our understanding of Spirit baptism: 
First, 1 Corinthians 12:13 clearly states that all have been baptized, just as all been 
given the Spirit to drink (the indwelling of the Spirit). Second, nowhere in Scripture 
are believers told to be baptized with, in or by the Spirit, or in any sense to seek the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. This indicates that all believers have had this experience. 
Third, Ephesians 4:5 seems to refer to Spirit baptism. If this is the case, Spirit 
baptism is the reality for every believer, just as “one faith” and “one Father” are. 
 
In conclusion, the baptism of the Holy Spirit does two things, 1) it joins us to the body 
of Christ and 2) it actualizes our co-crucifixion with Christ. Being in His body means 
we are raised with Him to newness of life (Romans 6:4). We should then exercise 
our spiritual gifts to keep that body functioning properly as stated in the context of 1 
Corinthians 12:13. Experiencing the one Spirit baptism serves as the basis for 
keeping the unity of the church, as in the context of Ephesians 4:5. Being associated 
with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection through Spirit baptism establishes 
the basis for our separation from the power of indwelling sin and our walk in 
newness of life (Romans 6:1-10; Colossians 2:12)" Source 
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