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#5 - 9/30/2018 - True Freedom - Galatians 4:8-20 
 True Freedom Believers must passionately proclaim that true freedom is found only 
through faith in Christ. 
 
I. The Problem - Galatians 4:8-11...8 However at that time, when you did not know God, 
you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods. 9 But now that you have come to know 
God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and 
worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 10 You observe 
days and months and seasons and years. 11 I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over 
you in vain. 
 
Paul was writing to the recent believers in Jesus in Galatia and us today that had 
been saved by faith in Jesus alone. They had been slaves to sin and imprisoned by 
their sinful behaviors that resulted from believing in idols or false gods.  
 
However after Paul left the Judaizers came in telling them that faith alone was not 
enough for salvation but in addition works of the law were required. The Galataian 
Disciples had reverted back to their sinful behaviors. Paul's reaction was "I fear for 
you".  
 
Lest we be critical of the Galatians Disciples A like you and me are susceptible to the 
same behavior. We recognize we are saved by faith alone in Jesus but then slip into 
thinking that we can walk in our own strength. It is impossible to permanently change 
behaviors without the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Bible is very clear that the Disciple must pursue personal disciplines while 
walking by the Spirit in faith. B  
 
Notes: A- “Disciples” or “Christians”? ; B- Romans 12:2, 1 Corinthians 10:13, 
Galatians 5:16,22-25; Ephesians 6:10, Philippines 4:13,19; 2 Timothy 1:7, 1 Peter 
5:6-7; 2 Peter 1:3-7; James 4:7 
 

 

II. The Plea, in unity serve one another - Galatians 4:12-14...12 I beg of you, 
brethren, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You have done me no wrong; 

Paul pleaded with his brothers and sisters in Jesus to be in unity with him and one 
another. Jesus said "The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they 
may be one, just as We are one." A  Disciples are members of the family of God and with 
His glory we can be in unity in our class and church. I believe Paul is telling the 
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Galatians that when we follow his example we will be in unity. Because of their 
disunity with the gospel message he did not feel wronged. 

In vv.13-14 Paul refers to a time when he was preaching the gospel to them when he 
had a bodily weakness of some kind. He praised them for the reception he received 
even though the condition may have made it necessary for them to provide special 
care for him as a messenger from God as "Christ Jesus Himself". The early church 
took to heart the commands of Jesus to care for those needing special care.  

Stark said "during the time of fast growth of the church in the first 3-1/2 centuries 
there was no antibiotics, effective medicines, or even awareness of how disease 
spread. In the cities for other than the ruling class there was no sanitation, etc. The 
average person lived in filth beyond comparison. As a result there was various local 
plagues and at least two wide spread plagues during these years resulting in the 
death of maybe 1/3 of the population for each plague. The average life span was 
less than 30 years. The pagans were afraid and deserted their sick and discarded 
them to die unburied. The Christians fearless of death cared for their sick and buried 
their dead and the pagans dead." B 

May Disciples today be in unity serving one another because we love Jesus 
and desire to keep His commandments? 

Notes: A- John 17:22-23; B- Rodney Stark in “The Rise of Christianity”; 

 

III. The Passion -  Share Jesus - Galatians 4:15-20... 15 Where then is that sense of 
blessing you had? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your 
eyes and given them to me. 16 So have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?  

In v. 17 Paul said the Judaizers "eagerly seek you" for the purpose of teaching a 
false gospel that separates you from fellowship with the true gospel believers. The 
Judaizers taught that salvation was not by "faith in Jesus alone" but also required 
keeping the law. 

In v.15 above Paul ask a question about the sense of blessing they had at his 
original preaching and their acceptance that salvation is by faith in Jesus alone. He 
said they were so blessed that if they would have been willing to pluck there eyes 
out for him. Then he asked another question have I become your enemy for telling 
you the truth then and now. 

In the world today probably a majority of the world popualtion of 7.653 billion A  
people believe that Discipes are enemies. Even in the USA a large percentage of the 
population believe Disciples are enemies.  
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What are we to do? Jesus said "love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you," B  and go making Disciples-Makers by--making Disciples, baptizing them 
and teaching them. C 

Notes: A- Real time world population estimates; B-  Matthew 5:44;  

C- Psalm 96:3, Proverbs 11:30, Isaiah 12:4, Matthew 4:19, 9:37-38, 28:18-20, Mark 
16:15, Luke 24:46-47, John 20:21, Acts 1:8, and   Romans 1:16, 10:9, 13-14; 2 
Corinthians 5:18-21;1 Peter 3:15-16a  and Joshua 1:8-9,22:5; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 
Timothy 2:2; 1 Peter 1:15-16; 2 Peter 1:3; and Evangelism scripture; and 51 
scriptures about your relationship with Jesus here and here. 

Memory verse - Romans 15:5-6...5 Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, 
6 so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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