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I. The confirmation of grace alone for salvation at the counsel of Jerusalem - 
Galatians 2:1-10... 9 and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James 
and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcised. 10 They only asked us to remember the poor—the very thing I also 
was eager to do. 
 
People known as Judaizers had tried to say to the church at Antioch that a person 
must become a Jew by circumsion before being saved A. They had forgotten the 
inner, spiritual aspect of the rite of circumsion B, just as some have lost the meaning 
of baptism and have turned it into something other than an act of obedience 
indicating a heart already changed by grace through faith in Jesus. C 

 

As a result Paul, Barnabas, Titus and others went to Jerusalem to settle the matter 
there. D  Peter had already been shown by Jesus faith in Jesus was for everyone and 
that Gentiles were saved by grace through faith. He defended his taking the gospel 
to the Gentiles to the church at Jerusalem. E 
Paul presented first to the Apostles and after getting their approval to the church at 
Jerusalem that Gentiles are saved just as Jews by grace through faith alone. The 
church agreed and did not require the Gentile Titus or others to be circumcised. 
They sent the group to Antioch to continue the ministry to the Gentiles while also 
remembering the poor. 

As a church desiring to take the gospel of Jesus to our region we would also 
do well to remember the poor without neglecting Disciple Making. F 
Notes: A- Acts 15:1; B- Deuteronomy 10:16, Jeremiah 4:4, Romans 2:28-29; C- 
Romans 10:9,13, Ephesians 2:8-9, Colossians 2:10-11, D- Acts 15:1-35; E- 
Centurian Servant Luke 7:2-9, Samaritian women and village John 4:4-42, 
Cornelius Acts 10:1-11:18; F- The government cannot fix the problem of poverty 
and related problems as I found out while providing strategic planning for 
communities in over 60 regions in 18 states. After spending untold trillions of $ the 
poverty rate is virtually the same: 1970 at 12.6% and 2016 12.7%. The church 
should be an encourager and helper in all three attributes below but particularly the 
first.  
 
“Young people can virtually assure that they and their families will avoid poverty if they follow 
three elementary rules for success – 

(a) get married and stay married [Families headed by a single female have a Poverty Rate of 
28.8% – over five times higher than married couple families of 5.3% in data released September 
2016 by U.S. Census Bureau], 
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(b) Complete at least a college education [only 4.5% of Americans over 25 with a college 
degree are in poverty].  A higher % of jobs each year require technical training or an AA degree 
from a Community College.  
(c) Have the discipline to work full time [Adults that work full time have a low Poverty Rate 
of 2.4%] Based on an analysis of Census data, people who followed all three of these rules had only 
a 2 percent chance of being in poverty and a 72 percent chance of joining the middle class (defined 
as above $55,000 in 2010.” 
 
Modified from Ron Haskins of the Brookings Institution, testifying before Congress on June 5, 
2012  Also see my post Implications of fewer Americans getting married. 

  

II. Peter's relapse from grace alone for salvation - Galatians 2:11-13...11 But when 
Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For prior 
to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they 
came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. 
13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was 
carried away by their hypocrisy.  

Sometime after the Jerusalem conference A, Peter came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
He enjoyed fellowship with all the believers, Jews and Gentiles alike. To “eat with the 
Gentiles” meant to accept them, to put Jews and Gentiles on the same level as one 
family in Jesus.  
  

Jesus taught while He was with Peter that the gospel was to be carried to all the 
nations, as Israel was supposed to have accomplished B. The Holy Spirit had 
reemphasized it when He sent Peter to the home of Cornelius, the Roman centurion 
C. Furthermore, the truth had been accepted and approved by the conference of 
leaders at Jerusalem A. Peter had been one of the key witnesses at that time.  
 
But Peter lost his courage. “The fear of man bringeth a snare” D. He ceased to enjoy 
the “fellowship” with the Gentile believers and separated himself from them.  
  

Peter’s fall made him a hypocrite.  Also, Peter led others astray with him. Even 
Barnabas was involved. Barnabas had been one of the spiritual leaders of the 
church in Antioch E, so his disobedience would have a tremendous influence on the 
others in the fellowship.  

Suppose Peter and Barnabas had won the day and led the church into legalism? 
What might the results have been? Would Antioch have continued to be the great 
missionary church that sent out Paul and Barnabas? F Would Paul have written 13 
New Testament books? But Paul was prepared to fight for grace alone.  
  

Before we criticize Peter, perhaps we had better examine our own lives to see how 
many familiar Bible commandments we are actually obeying.  
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It is one thing for us to defend a commandment in church, and something 
else to put it into practice in everyday life. We are certainly capable of being 
hypocrites just like Peter, saying one thing and doing another! 

Notes: A- Galatians 2:1-10, Acts 15:1-35; B- Exodus 19:6, Hosea 4:6, Matthew 
21:43, 28:16-20,Acts 1:8, Centurian Servant Luke 7:2-9, Samaritian women and 
village John 4:4-42,C- Acts 10-11:18; D- Proverbs 29:25; E- Acts 11:19-26; F- Acts 
13; 

III. Living in unity by grace - Galatians 2:14-18...14 But when I saw that they were not 
straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, 
being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the 
Gentiles to live like Jews? 

 Peter was a Jew, but through his faith in Christ he had become a Christian. 
Because he was a Christian, he was part of the church, and in the church there are 
no racial distinctions [Galatians 3:28-29]. We have seen how the Lord taught Peter 
this important lesson, first by example, then command, then in the house of 
Cornelius and then at the Jerusalem Conference.  
 

Paul’s words must have stung Peter: “You are a Jew, yet you have been living and 
fellowshipping with Gentiles. Now you want the Gentiles to live like Jews. What kind 
of inconsistency is that? 
  

Peter himself had stated at the Jerusalem Conference that God had “put no 
difference between us and them” (Acts 15:9). But now Peter was being a hypocrite. 
God’s people are one people, even though they may be divided into various groups. 
Any practice on our part that violates the Scripture and separates one from another 
is a denial of the unity of the body of Christ. Now you are Christ’s body, and individually 
members of it.A  

The best way to defend the truth is to live the truth.  It is important that we obey what 
the Bible says both in words and actions.  

Am I walking according to the truth and commands of the Gospel?  

Notes: A- 1 Corinthians 12:27; 

IV. Justification by faith - Galatians 2:15-16...15 “We are Jews by nature and not 
sinners from among the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so 
that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the 
works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 
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 AA Job asking“How should [a] man be just with God?” A was a vital question, 
because the answer determined eternal consequences. God answered "Believe in the 
Lord" & “The just shall live by his faith”B; it was this truth that liberated Martin Luther 
from religious bondage and fear. Three New Testament books quote Habakkuk. C  

But what is justification? Wiersbe said; "Justification is the act of God whereby He 
declares the believing sinner righteous in Jesus."   

[1] Justification is an act and not a process.  “Having therefore been once-and-for-all 
justified by faith, we have peace with God” D. Since we are justified by faith, it is an 
instant and immediate transaction between the believing sinner and God. If we were 
justified by works, then it would have to be a gradual process.  
  

[2] Justification is an act of God; not the result of man’s character or works. “God is 
the one who justifies” E. It is not by doing the “works of the Law” that the sinner gets a 
right standing before God, but by putting his faith in Jesus. The Law was given to 
reveal sin and not to redeem from sin F. God in His grace exchanged the believer's 
sin for the righteousness of Jesus G.  
  

[3] In justification, God declares the believing sinner righteous; the new Disciple has 
Jesus; If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive 
because of righteousness.G1  The new Disciple becomes a child of God and co-heir with 
Jesus G2.  Before the sinner trusts Christ, he stands GUILTY before God; but the 
moment he trusts Christ, he is declared NOT GUILTY and he can never be called 
GUILTY again! H   

[4] God justifies sinners, not “good people.” Paul declares that God justifies “the 
ungodly” I. The reason most sinners are not justified is because they will not admit 
they are sinners! And sinners are the only kind of people Jesus Christ can save J.  

 
[5] Justification leads to a changed life because the new Disciple loves Jesus not out 
of duty.   When the new Disciple sins, their fellowship with Jesus is broken but not 
their relationship as a family member and when they claim the promise of 
forgiveness in 1 John 1:9 fellowship is restored. 

Am I trying to mix Law and grace?  
  

Notes: AA- Much of this post is from Warren Wiersbe's Bible Exposition Commentary 
Volume 1, pp. 694-695; A- Job 9:2 KJV; B- Genesis 15:6 NKJV,  Habakkuk 2:4 
NKJV); C-  Romans 1:17 NKJV , Galatians 3:11 NKJV and Hebrews 10:38 NKJV; D- 
Romans 5:1, literal translation by Wiersbe; E- Romans 8:33; F- Romans 3:20; G- 2 
Corinthians 5:21; Romans 8:10; G2- Romans 8:16-17;  
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H- Justification is not simply “forgiveness,” because a person could be forgiven and 
then go out and sin and become guilty. Once you have been “justified by faith” you 
can never be held guilty before God.  
  

Justification is also different from “pardon,” because a pardoned criminal still has a 
record. When the sinner is justified by faith, his past sins are remembered against 
him no more, and God no longer puts his sins on record (Psalms 32:1-2; Romans 
4:1-8). I- Romans 4:5; J- Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 18:9-14; 

 
V. Crucified With Christ - Galatians 2:19-21...20 I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

We are saved by faith in Jesus who died for us, and we live by faith in Jesus, His 
Spirit lives in us. Jesus loves us and died for us! 

 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then 
Christ died needlessly. 

The Judaizers wanted to mix law and grace, but Paul tells us that this is impossible 
because it would mean Jesus died needlessly. Peter had experienced God’s grace 
in his own salvation, and he had proclaimed God’s grace in his own ministry. But 
when he withdrew from the Gentile Christian fellowship, he for a short time denied 
the grace of God.  
   
We have no record of Peter’s reply to Paul’s rebuke, but Peter's letters reveal no 
departure from the Gospel of the grace of God. The theme of 1 Peter is “the true 
grace of God” [1 Peter 5:12]; and "grace" is used in every chapter of the letter. Peter 
points out that he and Paul were in complete agreement [2 Peter 3: 15-16].  
 
It brings great peace to know that a person justified by faith has peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ [Romans 5:1]. God has not only declared that we are 
righteous in Jesus, but He deals with us as though we had never sinned at all! We 
don't need to fear judgment because our sins have already been judged in Jesus on 
the cross [Romans 8:1].  
 
Am I rejoicing in the fact that I am justified by faith in Jesus? 
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