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I. Genesis 1-24 background: 

God created the heavens, the earth, and mankind [Genesis 1–2], but man sinned 
against God and was therefore exiled from His presence [Genesis 3]. One day, the 
seed of the woman will crush the head of the serpent, setting right everything "And I 
will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; 
He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” [Genesis 
3:15].  

The rest of the book of Genesis traces this seed: through Adam and Eve’s son Seth 
[Genesis 5], through Noah and his family [Genesis 6–10], and then finally to 
Abraham and his offspring [Genesis 12]. God confirms this by making great 
promises to Abraham of blessing, land, and offspring  

" 1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives 
And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you; 
2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name 
great; And so you shall be a blessing; 
3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And 
in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” [Genesis 12:1-3]. God begins to 
fulfill these promises through the birth of Isaac [Genesis 21].  
 
Chapter 25 marks a major transition in the book of Genesis. Since chapter 12, the 
focus has primarily been on Abraham and his covenant with God. The hope of 
redemption, the hope that God will one day set all things right through the seed of 
the woman, carries on through Isaac. Therefore, Genesis 25 ends with these words: 
“After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son”. 

Note: These eight parts on Genesis 25-27 benefit from the WinterDailyDevotional2018-
19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%E2%80%932&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3&version=NASB
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/winterdailydevotional2018-19.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/winterdailydevotional2018-19.pdf
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II. Abraham's lived a long and satisfying life - Genesis 25: 1 Now Abraham took 
another wife, whose name was Keturah......Abraham's ability to have children after 
the birth of Isaac.  

 5 Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac;.....Isaac received the inheritance of 
the land and the blessings of the covenant. All who have Jesus as Savior are also 
heirs according to the promise. A 

 6 ... Abraham gave gifts while he was still living, and sent them away from his son 
Isaac eastward, to the land of the east......Abraham gave his other children gifts 
while living and then sent away to the east. The descendents of these children are 
ancestors of the Muslims today. 
7 These are all the years of Abraham’s life that he lived, one hundred and 
seventy-five years. 8 Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, an 
old man and satisfied with life; and he was gathered to his people......God had 
promised Abraham that he would die in peace at an old age. B For 100 years after 
leaving Haran at age 75, Abraham was satisfied with his life.  

Abraham showed a clear picture of salvation through faith. C Abraham had 
occasional lapses of faith but the general nature of his life was to live by faith. 
9 Then his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave in... 10 the field which 
Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth; there Abraham was buried with Sarah 
his wife....... It is interesting that Abraham's sons Isaac and Ishmael came together 
for his burial in the cave with Sarah. These two sons were ancestors of the Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims.   
11 It came about after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac......God 
blessed Isaac as promised. Some day I want to hear my Lord and master say "Well 
done, good and faithful servant." D 

 No matter our past we can still decide today to walk by faith finishing strong 
with a satisfied life. Are you currently satisfied with your life; is God satisfied 
with your life? 

Notes: A- Galatians 4:28, 3:29; B- Genesis 15:15; C- Genesis 15:6; D- Matthew 
25:21 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A28%2C+3%3A29&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A15&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A6&version=NASB
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III. Descendants of Ishmael - Genesis 25:12-34... 
12 Now these are the records of the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom 
Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s maid, bore to Abraham; 16 These are the sons of 
Ishmael; twelve princes according to their tribes.  18 They settled.... east of Egypt as 
one goes toward Assyria...in defiance of all his relatives. 

Abraham had a momentary lapse of faith and decided to have a child by his 
maidservant Hagar. This child was Ishmael. There is a major contrast between Isaac 
and Ishmael in Genesis 25. Even though both are born of Abraham, Isaac is the 
child of promise and Ishmael is not. Isaac receives the blessing of God AA and 
Ishmael does not. God kept His promise to bless Ishmael and make him a great 
nation A but Ishmael made his own choice to reject the God Abraham and Isaac.  

The spiritual blessing that God promised Abraham BB, that will ultimately be carried 
to all the nations through the ultimate child of promise, our Lord Jesus Christ, carries 
on through Isaac, not Ishmael. God says, “I will establish my covenant with Isaac” B .  

God delivered on His promises concerning both Isaac and Ishmael. 

Note: A- Genesis 25:11; A- Genesis 17:20; BB-  Genesis 12:1-3, 15:6,B- Genesis 
17:21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25%3A12-34&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25%3A11&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17%3A20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17%3A21&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17%3A21&version=NASB
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IV. Rebekah inquired of the Lord - Genesis 25:12-34... 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD 
on behalf of his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD answered him and 
Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 But the children struggled together within her; and 
she said, “If it is so, why then am I this way?” So she went to inquire of the 
LORD. 23 The LORD said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb; And two peoples will be separated from your 
body; And one people shall be stronger than the other; And the older shall 
serve the younger.” 

Rebekah bears twins; Esau and Jacob. Just as there was a sharp conflict between 
Isaac and Ishmael, one being the child of promise and one not, so also God tells 
Rebekah of the rivalry there will be between Jacob and Esau v.23. 

This rivalry is revealed through Jacob’s cunningness. One day Esau comes back 
from the field hunting famished. Jacob is at home cooking stew, and Esau asks 
Jacob if he would give him some. Esau made the decision to give up his birthright, 
since he was the firstborn, in return for a meal.  

We see repeatedly in Genesis how God uses unlikely means to preserve and carry 
forward His promised seed. In Genesis 25 He uses a mother and father who show 
favoritism and a cunning brother, Jacob. It is Jacob, not Esau, who receives the 
birthright. Through Jacob the promises God made to Abraham result in Jesus. 
[Matthew 1:1:16] . 
 
God uses broken sinners to carry forward His plans and purposes. How does 
this impact the way you think about your relationship with God and His plans 
for you in this world? How does God speak to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25%3A12-34&version=NASB
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V. The Lord spoke to Isaac - Genesis 26:1-35... 2 The LORD appeared to him and 
said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in 
this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I 
will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father 
Abraham. 4 I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give 
your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed;  6 So Isaac lived in Gerar.  
 
Isaac is the child of promise. V. 6 Isaac obeyed the Lord's command in v.2 and went 
to Gerar v.6. God repeats His promises of blessing, land, and offspring to Isaac in 
Vv.1-5, 23-25. Just as Abraham lies about Sarah’s identity to both Pharaoh and 
Abimelech to protect himself [Genesis 12:10-20; 20:1-18], so also Isaac lies to 
Abimelech in the same way and for the same reason Vv.6-11.  
 
All the family of Abraham and his seed are sinners. Our Lord, Jesus–perfect and 
sinless in–comes from a long line of sinners on His mother’s side. Abraham Isaac 
and the Patriarchs, needed the same grace of God and forgiveness of sin that we 
need. God makes His covenant promises to Isaac both before his sin [Genesis 26:1-
5] and after his sin [Genesis 26:23-25]. God remains faithful to His covenant 
promises even though Isaac has been unfaithful. 
 
God deals with us in the same way! The only difference is that while they looked 
forward to the future coming of the Messiah to see the hope of God’s faithfulness, 
we look back at the resurrection to see God’s faithfulness fulfilled. May we come to 
Jesus today with all our imperfections, all our sin, and all our inadequacies; may we 
bow our knee to Him as Lord and King, and may we experience the wonderful grace 
and forgiveness that is ours in Jesus. 
 
Eight Old Testament Biblical Covenants Fulfilled in Jesus. 
 
Where are you placing your trust today? Do you trust in your own ability, 
strength, adequacies, or the righteousness of God? 
 
How does the Lord speak to you today?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thehlukejourney.com/2014/08/12/biblical-covenants-55/
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VI. A deceitful son and wife and deceived father - Genesis 27:1-29...18 Then he 
came to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my 
son?”  
Lie #1 - 19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn;  

Lie #2 - I have done as you told me.  

Lie #3 - Get up, please, sit and eat of my game, that you may bless me.” 20 Isaac 
said to his son, “How is it that you have it so quickly, my son?” And he said,  

Lie #4 - “Because the LORD your God caused it to happen to me.” 21 Then Isaac said 
to Jacob, “Please come close, that I may feel you, my son, whether you are really 
my son Esau or not.”  

Lie #5 - 22 So Jacob came close to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, “The 
voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not 
recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he 
blessed him.  

Lie #6 - 24 And he said, “Are you really my son Esau?” And he said, “I am.” 25 So he 
said, “Bring it to me, and I will eat of my son’s game, that I may bless you.” And he 
brought it to him, and he ate; he also brought him wine and he drank.  

Lie #7 - 26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Please come close and kiss me, my 
son.” 27 So he came close and kissed him; and when he smelled the smell of his 
garments, he blessed him and said, “See, the smell of my son 
Is like the smell of a field which the LORD has blessed; 
 

Did you tell any lies this week, even little white lies? If so seek forgiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27%3A1-27&version=NASB
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VII. The blessing of Jacob - Genesis 27:28-29...28 Now may God give you of the 
dew of heaven, And of the fatness of the earth, And an abundance of grain and new 
wine; 
29 May peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you; Be master of your brothers, 
And may your mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you, And 
blessed be those who bless you.” 

The blessing of Isaac upon Jacob points us to Jesus. When Isaac gives the blessing 
that we find in vv28-29, the intended recipient is Esau, not Jacob. But Jacob is the 
descendant of Abraham through whom the covenant promises carry on and when 
read in light of God’s covenant promises, the blessing that Isaac speaks over Jacob 
is eternal.  

Which one of Jacob’s descendants is it that people will serve, before whom nations 
will bow down, who will be lord over his brothers, and who will bring cursing to those 
who curse him and blessing to those who bless him? It is Jesus! Paul tells us that at 
His name “every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” 
[Philippians 2:11]. 

Every person on earth who claims the promise in [Romans 10:9,13; Ephesians 2:8-9 
on earth will be in heaven with Jesus but those who reject Jesus on earth will bow 
their knee at the judgment throne of God in Revelation 20:11-15 before being thrown 
into the lake of fire. Like Ishmel and Esau everyone has a choice. 

This blessing points us to the Lordship of Jesus. What does it practically look 
like for you today to bow down to your Lord Jesus Christ? 
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VIII. The blessing left for Esau and departure of Jacob - Genesis 27:30-46 
38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless 
me, even me also, O my father.” So Esau lifted his voice and wept. 
39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him,“Behold, away from the fertility of 
the earth shall be your dwelling, And away from the dew of heaven from above. 
40 “By your sword you shall live, And your brother you shall serve; But it shall come 
about when you become restless, That you will break his yoke from your neck.” 
41 So Esau bore a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing with which his 
father had blessed him; and Esau said to himself, “The days of mourning for my 
father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”  
42 Now when the words of her elder son Esau were reported to Rebekah, she sent 
and called her younger son Jacob, and said to him, “Behold your brother Esau is 
consoling himself concerning you by planning to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, 
obey my voice, and arise, flee to Haran, to my brother Laban! 44 Stay with him a 
few days, until your brother’s fury subsides,” 
Esau was anger with Jacob and said when my father dies I will kill Jacob. But, 
Rebekah sent Jacob to Laban in Haran for what she thought was a few days. That 
was the last time Rebekah ever saw Jacob on earth because his stay in Haran was 
not a few days but 20 years. Interesting facts about Jacob. 
 
“Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you want 
to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.” 

 

Memory verse - Genesis 25:8 Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, 
an old man and satisfied with life; and he was gathered to his people 

Major points in Genesis 25-27: 
1. II. Abraham lived a long satisfied life. 25:8  I want to hear the Lord say “well 

done” Matthew 25:21 I love Him because He first loved me 1 John 4:19 how 
can I do less?  

2. IV & V. The Lord spoke to Rebekah 25:22-23 and to Isaac 26:2-6, 23-24.   
How does the Lord speak to you today? The Bible, Holy Spirit, mind of Christ, 
sermons, meditating on scripture, and memorized scripture.   

3. V. Covenant of God - Eight Old Testament Biblical Covenants Fulfilled in 
Jesus. 

4. VI. Deceitful son and wife. Did you tell any lies this week, even little white lies?  
5. VIII. Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you 

want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27%3A30-46&version=NASB
http://www.biblecharts.org/oldtestament/interestingfactsaboutjacob.pdf
https://thehlukejourney.com/2014/08/12/biblical-covenants-55/
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Source: https://www.bible-history.com/maps/8-jacobs-journeys.html 
 
Plus journeys of Jacob later known as Israel. 
 

https://www.bible-history.com/maps/8-jacobs-journeys.html
https://www.bible-history.com/maps/8-jacobs-journeys.html
https://www.bible-history.com/maps/8-jacobs-journeys.html

